
This article is the first in a
four-part Sunday series
commemorating February
as Black History Month and
highlighting African-
Americans and their history
in Nelson County.
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Kathy Reed was born and
raised in the midst of racial
segregation and recalls what
it was like to be treated dif-
ferently because of the color
of her skin.

Reed, now a Bardstown

resident, grew up in
Frankfort at a time when try-
ing to find a job and suitable
housing was difficult for
African-Americans.

“You could only buy or
rent houses in black neigh-
borhoods,” Reed said. “Most
jobs for African-Americans
were janitorial or house-
keeping jobs, manual labor,
preaching or teaching in
African-American churches
and schools.”

African-American col-
lege graduates swept floors
in stores while white clerks
and store managers, some of
whom were not even high
school graduates, received
much higher pay, Reed
added.

“Inequities were huge for

African-Americans doing
the same work as whites,”
Reed said. “African-
Americans were denied
loans for housing and to start
businesses of their own.
Hence the great economic
divide was born.”

She would pack her lunch
while taking road trips
because some restaurants
would not serve African-
Americans. Eating facilities
at bus and train stations were
segregated.

“In Frankfort you could
not eat at the lunch counters
in drugstores or at restau-

rants,” Reed said. “Actually
during the demonstrations of
the ’60s, drugstore owners
took out their lunch counters
to avoid sit-ins.”

Reed left her hometown
of Frankfort and moved to
Bardstown in 1969 to teach
at Old Kentucky Home
Junior High School. She
later became active with the
Bardstown-Nelson County
Commission of Human
Rights.

The county created its
own human rights commis-
sion shortly after the cre-
ation of the Kentucky

Commission of Human
Rights, which was formed
Sept. 12, 1960, when Gov.
Bert Combs signed legisla-
tion to form it. In 1966,
Kentucky was the first state
south of the Ohio River to
enact a human rights act.

When it was created by a
joint resolution and ordi-
nance in 1966, the
Bardstown-Nelson County
Commission of Human
Rights made Bardstown and
Nelson County the first area
in Kentucky with open
housing laws. 
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A special section outlining
the school district’s plan for

the high school split is inside.
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St.Vincent moving
into new facility
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

One of Nelson County’s
most established charities
will soon move into a bigger
facility. 

Last week, the
Archdiocese of Louisville
purchased a building on
North Second Street known
as the Bard Center, or the old
Rizer building, to serve as
the new home for the St.
Vincent de Paul Mission
Store and Food Pantry,
which is supported by the St.
Joseph Parish. 

The purchase comes after
more than a year of consid-
ering the building, a former
hardware store, and assuring
it was in good condition. 

“We just needed to make
sure that the property did not
have any environmental con-

cerns, and that would have
included asbestos, lead

Bloomfield man pleads
guilty to robbery spree
STAFF REPORT

A Bloomfield man sus-
pected in a string of
Bloomfield robberies plead-
ed guilty Friday morning at a
pretrial conference at Nelson
Circuit Court, according to
Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Chip McKay.

Samuel C. Mays, 18, was
arrested in November and
charged with first-degree
burglary. 

Mays reportedly admitted
to breaking into Hendren &
Lockett doctor’s office at
107 Perry St. and Houghlin
Funeral Home at 120
Fairfield Hill, according to
Nelson County Sheriff’s
Department Detective

Jonathan Snow. A broken
window at the doctor’s
office report-
edly had a
large amount
of blood on it
Oct. 31, the
m o r n i n g
when the
b r e a k - i n s
were discov-
ered.

M a y s
reportedly admitted to two
of at least six burglaries.
However, he denied involve-
ment in other break-ins at
Bloomfield Electronics,
Bloomfield City Hall,
Bloomfield Church of God,
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Curly Hall rounds down when he
says how many years he worked at St.
Joseph School. 

“We’ll just call it 40 years,” he
laughed Friday. The day before, after
Catholic Schools Week Mass, stu-
dents and teachers alike surprised
him with a personalized adaptation of
“Penny Lane.” It was called “Curly
Lane,” after the road behind the
school that was named for him in
honor of his retirement, and it was
performed by teachers dressed in full
Sergeant Pepper-era Beatles gear and
students with basketballs, mops and
cutout signs.

Hall started working as a mainte-
nance man for the school at age 6. It
was 1962. 

“I was in the first grade when I
started, and I swept halls and steps
and cafeterias and around the door
when people came,” Hall remem-

bered. “I liked the whole school —
always did since day one I walked in
the door. I loved the place, and I
wanted to make a little extra money,
sure.” 

Hall’s given name was Daniel Lee
Hall, but he earned a nickname, in
part because of his curly hair, and in
part because it was his father’s nick-
name. 

“Somebody yelled out, ‘Is your
name Curly, too?’ and I said, ‘No, no
it’s not,’ but they started calling me
Curly,” he said. 

Hall attended St. Joseph from first
through eighth grade, and his chil-
dren, Billy and Donna, also went to
the school. Meanwhile, he was
beloved by generation after genera-
tion of students. 

Millie Riggs, now a member of the
Parent-Teacher Organization,
remembers Curly from when she
attended St. Joseph. 

“I feel like I’ve kind of grown up
See MAYS, page A11
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Curly Hall and his wife, Barbara, look on as students and staff perform a song called “Curly Lane” to the tune of
the Beatles’“Penny Lane” after Catholic Schools Week Mass at the Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral
Thursday. Hall retired Dec. 31 after more than 40 years working as a maintenance man for St. Joseph School
and Parish.

See HALL, page A13

Making the journey from segregation to social justice
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St. Vincent de Paul will
move into the north end,
pictured in the foreground,
of the Bard Center at the
intersection of North
Second Street and East
Broadway Avenue.
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Seventh-graders Matthew Hagan,
left, and Jamison Hinkebein stand
by with props just before a per-
formance to recognize Curly Hall’s
service to St. Joseph School.

40 years of a familiar face

Samuel
Mays
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