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ANDERSON COUNTY JURY SUGGESTS 
MONTH IN JAIL FOR PUPPY KILLER

Tonight: Flurries
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Tonight: Flurries

Tornadoes didn’t land here
Though 5 touched down Tuesday in 4 Kentucky counties

Boyfriend 
allegedly 
stabbed
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Should teacher evaluations 
be based partly on student 
performance?
Yes, 79% No, 20%
Total votes: 129
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®

WEEKLY POLL
Grading teachers

Rev. Hershael York

Crew members from Meyer Midwest Inc. and Newton Construction guide sheets of plywood onto the roof of the Thomas D. Clark 
Center for Kentucky History Wednesday morning.

Broadway from Ann Street to High Street was closed Wednesday 
as construction crews worked to replace a leaky skylight. 

STATE JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

C
rews will be working on the roof of the Thomas 

D. Clark Center for Kentucky History for the next 

couple of months to replace a leaky skylight. 

Director of Communications Lisa Cleveland 

said the skylight has been leaking for some time and caus-

ing condensation problems in Commonwealth Hall. 

The skylight is being replaced with metal roof panels, and 

the project should be completed by mid-March.
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Rooftop repairs

Sen. Julian Carroll

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Sen. Julian Carroll will repre-
sent Owen County and a small-
er portion of Fayette County in 
a Senate redistricting plan that 
passed Wednesday.

The newly-drawn boundaries 
drew protests from Senate Dem-
ocrats, some of whom will lose 
seats in the chamber after elec-

tions later this year. The plan 
passed the Senate 22-14, and all 
but one Democrat voted against 
it.

“Unfortunately, with the pop-
ulation shifts and changes, it re-
quired putting some incumbents 
in the same districts,” said Sen. 
Damon Thayer, R-Georgetown, 
chairman of the Senate State and 
Local Government Committee. 

“That is certainly not ideal, 

but unfortunately that is the de-
cision we had to make in order 
to make sure we had a constitu-
tional and legal map.”

The map, which cleared the 
Senate largely along party lines, 
was presented hours before the 
Senate vote at the chamber’s 
State and Local Government 
Committee and passed 7-4, also 

Our district shifted in Senate plan
New boundaries give Sen. Carroll Owen County, less of Fayette County

See REDISTRICTING, A8

Jason Ware

INDICTMENTS

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Tuesday’s downed pow-
er lines and roof damage 
were caused by straight-
line winds, not a torna-
do, officials from the Na-
tional Weather Service de-
termined Wednesday af-
ter surveying damage in 
Franklin County. 

About seven storage units 
at Ratliff’s Self Storage Cen-

ter on U.S. 421 were dam-
aged and a barn on Bridge-
port Road lost its roof after 
strong winds tore through 
the area around noon Tues-
day. 

NWS officials visited 
several counties in central 
Kentucky Wednesday to de-
termine whether Tuesday’s 
storm damage was caused 
by high winds or tornadoes. 
John Gordon, chief meteo-

rologist at the NWS in Lou-
isville, told The State Jour-
nal this morning that fi ve 
tornadoes touched down in 
the commonwealth Tues-
day, which is the region’s 
“most prolifi c January tor-
nado outbreak ever record-
ed.”

Gordon was one of the 
surveyors who visited 
Ratliff’s Self Storage Center. 

BY JORDAN SMITH
JSMITH@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

After accepting an invitation to open 
Tuesday’s joint session of the General 
Assembly in prayer, a Frankfort pastor 
now fi nds himself defending his words 
– chiefl y a stand against the gaming is-
sue that sits at the heart of Gov. Steve 
Beshear’s suggested budget fi x. 

The Rev. Hershael York, pastor at 

Pastor’s anti-gambling 
prayer ruffl es feathers

See PRAYER, A7

Sen. Stein called Buck Run pastor’s 
choice of words a ‘political speech’

See TORNADOES, A7

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort woman was arrested the 
day after Christmas when she stabbed 
her boyfriend in the buttocks, a prose-
cutor says.

Robin Taulbee, 51, of 625 Hillcrest 
Ave., stabbed her boyfriend, Steven 
Leathers, in the buttocks with a knife, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Larry Cleve-
land said.

She is charged in an indictment re-
turned Wednesday with first-degree 
assault and is being held on a $25,000 
bond at Franklin County Regional Jail.

Derick Smith, 20, of 101 Pinnacle 
Court #92, was also indicted. Police 
found him in December intoxicated 
behind the wheel of a vehicle where he 
had a loaded .38 revolver, a 20-gauge 
shotgun and a loaded AK-47 maga-
zine, Cleveland said. Marijuana was al-
so found in the vehicle on Cold Stream 

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort man was arrested last 
week after sheriff’s deputies found him 
with hundreds of prescription pills to 
sell in Franklin County.

Jason Ware, 34, of 8827 Owenton 
Road, sold 100 Percocet pills Jan. 8 
to a confidential witness, Common-

Another
pain pill 
arrest

Man found with 900 
tablets, deputies say

See PILLS, A7

Robin Taulbee

Derick Smith

KSU BASKETBALL 
PLAYER SHOT A7

See INDICTMENTS, A8


