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The Fruit Recorder advised its read-

ers to sow salt on their strawberry beds
to destroy the grub worm. One man
tried it and lost most of his crop. An-

other did the same, and says "they
look as if lightning had struck them."
The editor, however, is like the man
who said the horse was sixteen feet
high he said it and he sticks to it.

Checking the Growth. Dr. R. D.

Porter, of Fern Creek, Ky., tried the
experiment this year of ringing or re-

moving a narrow ring of bark from his
grape vines. He reports Ives now fully
ripe, three weeks ahead of the season.
The principle has long been known to
horticulturists, but as many persons do
not know it, we will state that anything
which retards the flow of sap will pro-

mote fruitfulness. By bending the
limbs of pear trees, fruit buds will be
produced; pinching the ends of the
limbs will cause the same thing. Severe
root-prunin- g is also advised by some.
Summer pruning of any kind is likely
to cause the formation of fruit buds.

We do not advise the use of any of
these methods. Everything gained is at
the expense of the future growth and
usefulness of the plant or tree. In the
case of new or rare fruits, when it is de-

sired to simply secure specimens or see
what it is, the practice may be admit-

ted. Also in rich lands, where the
growth of wood is too great, it is well
enough to check it. But in nine cases
in ten the trouble is our trees and vines
set more fruit than they can properly
mature, and instead of checking they
need something that will cause the sap
to flow more freely.

FERTILIZING STRAWBERRIES.

Prof. S. W. Johnson, of the Connect-
icut Agricultural Experiment Station,
replies as follows to a correspondent
who asks for an analysis of the straw-

berry as throwing light upon the best
fertilizers to use to secure a good crop
of fruit, in which he is unsuccessful, al-

though he has a good growth of vines :

I find a single analysis of the ash of
the fruit of the strawberry, dating from
1848, which is as follows :

Per cent.
Potash 21-0-

Soda 28.48
Lime 14.20
Magnesia
Oxide of iron
Phosphoric acid
Sulphuric acid
Silica 12.05
Chlorine L09

Per cent, of ash in the fruit, 3.40.
When this analysis was made the pro-

cesses used were far less exact than
those we now possess, and the analysis
is doubtless incorrect in some particu-
lars. Probably a good share of the

soda was really potash, and proba-
bly a share of the lime was
magnesia, but otherwise the analysis
agrees fairly with the analysis of similar
fruits.

The station would undertake to make
a full investigation of the strawberry
plant in all its parts, if suitable material
were at hand. Such an investigation,
to be serviceable, should have set aside
for it a plat of ground cultivated in
the usual (best) manner, and the entire
produce and export of fruit, runners,
young plants, etc., should be de-

termined by actual weighings, and the
composition of each kind should be as-

certained so that a calculation of the
amounts of each ingredient or element
required for production per acre, could
be carried out. For this and similar
purposes the station ought to have some
ground of its own, with means for con-

ducting practical field trials on a small
scale. Most investigations which we
make on material from a distance, even
from a short distance, are beclouded
with some uncertainity or incomplete-
ness which largely detracts from their
value, or renders them quite worthless.

But in default of an exact chemical
life history of the strawberry plant,
we may perhaps approach an under
standing of your difficulty by help of
the facts at our command. In your
case, stable manure does not now prove
so satisfactory as it formerly did. You
"have a good growth of vines and fruit
stalks, but the fruit does not grow to
ripen even where the blight does not
injure them."

In my opinion tne difficulty does not
lie in any deficiency of plant food. I
should say that whenever a highly de-

veloped plant is produced up to the
point of fruiting, that fact demonstrates
that the soil is wanting in nothing re-

quired for fruiting. The fruit contains
nothing that is not needful for leaves,
stems and root, and it can scarcely
happen, in agricultural practice, that a
plant can grow up to the point of fruit-
ing and then fail to perfect fruit on ac-

count of cessation in the supplies of
plant food, except such as would hap-
pen from drought. When its condition
or growth are already highly favorable,

any attempt to push up to greater pro-

duction by excess of plant food, espe-

cially by excess of nitrogenous matters,
often or generally results in develop-- 1

ment of foliage and stem at expense of
fruit, whereas whatever limits the sup-

ply of food, as drought or poor soil,
tends to early, and, relatively to the fo-

liage, abundant fruiting. I am there-
fore inclined to believe that the soil and
manure in case of your strawberries
have not failed to nourish the plant suf-

ficiently, but have more likely fed it
too well.

That your crop has failed for want of
potash is scarcely probable. Admitting
what is doubtless true, that half the ash
of the fruit is potash, 1,000 lbs of ber-

ries (not. far from 1,000 quarts, I sup-

pose) would yield but (3 per cent.)
35 lbs of ash, or would contain but 18
lbs of potash. The removal of this
amount from the land would not ex-

haust it of potash more than taking off

1,000 lbs of good timothy hay, and the
deficit thus occasioned would be made
up by 3,000 or 3,500 lbs goods table ma-

nure.
The removal of a large amount of

runners and young plants without re
turns to the held would take on a con
siderable quantity of potash, and in
default of the proper statistical basis
for computation, we can not positively
assert that addition of potash salts is
not called for. although I regard it as
extremely probable that in deficiency
of this substance the plants would show
the fact, by their small growth before
the time of fruiting.

A strawberry field highly manured
manured, in fact, to the verge of ex-

cess may give a good crop when the
weather is, by its coolness and dryness,
just favorable to vegetation, but may
fail of its crop when the heat and mois-

ture at the flowering and fruiting time
are excessive. What would be most
favorable for foliage, stalk and runner,
would be excessive for fruit. It is the
equable climate of England which en-

ables its farmers to get almost regularly
heavy grain and grass crops, although
they can not raise Indian corn or grapes
at all. So also the irrigated fields of
Colorado and California produce large
crops sometimes 80 bushels of wheat
per acre for the reason that the water
supply is under the same control as the
supply of soil food. S. W. Johnson.

The above, from the Country Gentle-

man, will answer the oft repeated ques-
tion, What kind of manure is the best
for strawberries ? It also shows that
what produces leaves will also produce
fruit. We never have succeeded in
producing a rich luxuriant growth of
vines without the fruit being large and
plentiful, provided the variety had per-

fect flowers and frost did not interfere,
and this talk of "strawberries running
all to vine and no fruit" on account of
the soil being too rich, we always
thought was a notion, and this is why
we object to the pistilate varieties. If
the foliage is rank, the bloom is likely
to be covered up and remain unfertiliz-
ed, andjn some seasons wet and cold
will prevent the insects from perform-
ing the same office, and a failure is the
result all leaves and no fruit. But
with the varieties whose flowers are
perfect (containing both stamen and
pistil), there is not much danger of
getting the ground too rich.

THE YIELD OF FALL-SE- T STRAW-
BERRY PLANTS.

There is a. peculiarity about straw-
berries, as to yield on young plants.
Many set plants in August and Septem-
ber who are depending largely on them
for their supply next year, and they
have this object in view in setting them.
Many set them and get but few berries
the next season, and are greatly dis-

couraged and say, "Fall set plants don't
yield enough the following season to pay
for the trouble." Now we will guaran-
tee that in nine cases out of ten it is be-

cause they do not set the right kinds for
that purpose.

The following sorts, if set in August
and September or October, will yield but
few berries next season, while the crop
from the following year and for years
afterward will be good : Downer's Pro
lific, French, Charles Downing, Ken-
tucky, Metcalf, Jucunda, Triumph de
Gand and some others we might name ;

while the Nicanor, Wilson's, Green Pro-

lific, Col. Cheney, Crescent, Sharpless,
Capt. Jack, Prouty, Windsor Chief,
Glendale, Duncan, Forest Rose, and
others yield immense crops next season,
planted this fall.

We wish our readers could see what
pickings we are getting from beds of
Wilson's and Green iroiinc set last tan,
and such beautiful and enormous fruit
as the last named is producing would
cause many exclamations of surprise.
So, if you want fruit next year from
plants to be set this fall, look to your
interest in the above. Fruit Recorder.

Hanging is too good for a fifteen-cen- t

chromo.

NORTHWESTERN TEXAS.

A Sketch by a Traveler in that State.

Editor Farmers Home Journal :

A party of twelve left Fort Worth on
a trip to the western portion of Texas
with a complete outfit, two wagons and
six saddle horses. Our route was via
the Weatherford road, Parker county,
through as fine farming and grazing
lands as you ever saw. Our first halt
was at a well, 70 feet deep, of as good
water as any you have in Kentucky.
The cotton and corn in great abundance,
though late, were in splendid condition,
The land is being inclosed very rapidly
with good plank fences, and next year
many hundreds of acres will be in cul-

tivation.
We broke up camp and had an early

start on the morning of the 20th of
May, and went into camp in Palo Pin-

to county. This route passes a well
settled body of fine land. We are in
sight of what they call, in Texas, moun-
tains, in which is found plenty of good
coal. The Texas Pacific road will pass
through this county and will develop
the coal mines, though plenty of tim-

ber is to be found. The coal, when
taken from the mines, will be distri-
buted along the line of the road for
domestic and railroad use, and mills
and factories will spring up in this
county.

We had another early start on the
21st, crossed some of the
mountains, made a good day's march
through more fine country, with plenty
of water and grass ; the crops of corn
and cotton looking remarkably fine and
well cultivated, with an abundance of
cedar and other timber for all purposes.
An experienced advance guard had
gone ahead to select the camp, where
we halted ; he had the wood for cook-
ing all ablaze, and we were soon re-

freshed with a hearty meal. Our blan-

kets were spread for sleeping, and you
do sleep in this country, with the sea
breeze so strong as to blow away all in-

sects, and cool enough for a blanket
over you.

After breakfast we are off again, pass-

ing into Stephens county; all good
land, with abundant grass and water;
then through Callahan county, where
we strike some of the head waters of
the Colorado river. This county is
worthy of more notice than I have time
to give it, because of the picturesque
scenery, the clear water, in which you
can see and catch bass, trout, goggle- -

eyes, as fast as you can throw in your
hooks. The bottom lands are not so
wide, but the soil is good. We had a
good camp, with mesquit grass in
abundance for our horses.

The next morning we were in Taylor
county, which is between the 31st and
32d parallels north latitude, and 22d and
23d meridians of longitude from Wash-
ington. It is an organized county, with
"Buffalo Gap" as the county seat, and
is watered by Clear Fork of the Brazos
and its tributaries.

The general topography of the coun-
ty is gently rolling prairie ; a chain of
mountains crosses the center of this
county from east to west; the surface
is covered with mesquit grass. The
creek bottoms have a good supply of
timber, such as mulberry, walnut, Co-
ttonwood, and elm of several varieties,
and on the high land cedar and post
oak are abundant. The soil is rich
chocolate loam, very fertile, with plenty
of water for stock. Here we had as
much antelope meat as we could eat,
on which, with fish and soft shell turtle,
we feasted like lords.

The next camp was in Nolan county,
which is due west of Taylor, and very
much of the same character as to soil
and water. Here we had our first buf-
falo, an agreeable change from ante-
lope, of which we had become tired.
The water here is from the tributaries
of the Colorado river and Little Elm,
Cottonwood, Plum and Bitter creeks.
The county is not yet organized. There
are seven cattle ranches, and some few
farms under cultivation. The next
county west is Mitchell, watered bv the
Colorado river, Sulphur and Silver
creeks. Here we had more buffalo and
more fish than we could eat. They
were the best I ever tasted.

We visited many springs which were
cool and clear, but it will not do to de-

pend on springs to furnish cattle with
water; it takes a river to do this; and
these headwaters of springs are in the
rocks, with very little land to produce
either grass or grain. Fish, antelope,
buffalo, California quail and rabbit,
are the only attraction in this region of
headwaters, and it is too far north of
the Texas Pacific railroad to be of any
value; but a trip of this description
gives a novice a new sensation. It is
charming to view the beautiful undu-- '
lating prairies, covered with flowers of
every color and shape, and the rich
grass ; to feel the balmy air, and realize
the fact that you are beyond the line of
civilization, and are wholly dependent
on vourself and vour own pYprrinn;.

I The incidents of the trip will form a

theme of conversation as long as we
live.

Nothing surprises a person from the
North so much as the rapidity with
which daylight disappears. Darkness
occurs almost as soon as the sun goes
down, as twilight lasts only about ten
minutes. Frequently the camp is in
darkness before supper is ready ; but
one soon gets used to this and to sleep-
ing on the ground, with a saddle for a
pillow and nothing but the blue sky and
stars overhead, for no one wants to be
under shelter in this charming climate,
unless it rains. ' Your dreams are of
catching black bass and trout for break-
fast.

One morning the snorting of the
horses aroused me. I looked up and
saw about a dozen antelope coming out
of the mesquit bushes, not fifty yards
from my couch.

But we had had plenty of them, and
preferred beef, as the owners of cattle
had very hospitably invited us to help
ourselves to beef from their herds rang-
ing on the prairie, whenever we desired
a change of diet.

We broke up into parties, and some
went in one direction and some in an-

other
At Bell Plains we found a Kentuck-ian- ,

J. Taylor Berry, surrounded by
his family and all the comforts of this
life ; he gave me the characteristic grip
and hospitable reception which he in-

herits from his ancestors.
Some of your Louisville friends will

be glad to hear that Gen. Isaac Harri-
son succeeded in making some splendid
locations for their railroad land bonds,
with principal and interest..

The counties Callahan, Borden, How-
ard and Dawson are all worthy of a
visit. I think Borden county is the
prettiest in northwestern Texas.

I can not describe any more country
without taking up too much of your
valuable space, as our trip occupied
over two months' time. G.

Fort Worth, Texas, July 29.

Shade trees are often planted too
near to our dwellings, and too thickly,
so as to make the house dark and damp
and cheerless. Large evergreens are
very much out of place on the sunny
side of a house, while they form an
appropriate screen and wind break
along the cold and exposed sides of
our buildings. Set out trees it is a
duty, but set them judiciously.

"Green street " called out the conductor.
'Green's treat, eh?" ejaculated an inebriate
individual in the corner of the car, "(hie )

just's heve drink oil of Green (hie I) 's any
other man.

English Breech-Loadin- g Double Gun,
N5) complete with 100 shells and loading implements.

Sent by express to collect on delivery. Send stamp
for illustrated price list.

HOMER FISHES, 299 Broadway, N. Y.

FOR 50 CENTS.

Postpaid Until January 1, 1880.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT $1.50 PER

YEAR, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.

The only paper in this country devoted exclusively
to Dairy Interests.

Every Dairy Farmer should subscribe to the

American Dairyman
Every Butter, Cheese, Egg and Milk dealer should

have it. Postage stamps taken. Address
CLARK & CO.,

34 Park Bow, New York.
P.O. Box 4,613- - 3at

PROVERBS.
The richest blood, sweetest breath and fairest

skin in Hop Bitters.
A little Hop Bitters saves big doctor bills and long

sickness.
That invalid wife, mother, sister or child can be

made the picture of health with Hop Bitters.
Wien worn down and ready to take your bed,

Hop Bitters is what you need.
Don't physic and physic, for it weakens and de-

stroys, but take Hop Bitters, that builds up con-

tinually.
Physicians of all schools use and recommend Hop

Bitters. Test it.
Health is beauty and jy. Hop Bitters gives

health and beauty.
There are more cures made with Hop Bitters than

any other medicines.
When the brain is wearied, the nerves unstrung,

the muscles weak, use Hop Bitters.
That low, nervous fever, want of sleep and weak-

ness, calls for Hop Bitters.
lHop Cough Cure and Pain Relief is Pleas

ant. Sure and Cheap.

STUMPS removed by
"Horton's" process, withoutFARMERS expense or labor.

WM. V. HORTON,
114 Nassau Street, N. Y.

m f Old and New money-makin- Secrets,
f particularly adapted for Agents use, Post-

paid for 50 cents. Specimens free for stamp.
World Manf. Co. 769 Broadway, New York.
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A NEW SHEEP DIP !

This COMPOUND is warranted to

Kill Ticks and Other Vermin
03ST SHEEP,

And Rapidly Cures the Scab.

A single application restores
a healthy action to the skin,
gives new life to the growth of
the wool, and relieves the
sheep of pain and suffering.

Put up in quart cans, price
50c; half gallon cans, 90c; and
gallon cans, $1.50. Sent by ex-
press.

One quart of the compound
dissolved in thirty gallons of
water will be sufficient to dip
thirty sheep, and even more if
the solution is saved by ex-
pressing it from the wool be-
fore turning the sheep loose.

In introducing this valuable
remedy, we ask farmers to give
it a fair trial, and we will guar-
antee satisfaction.

Prepared by FRED. RENZ,
Jr., and for sale by

P. P. SUTTON, Druggist,
S. W. Cor. Market and Floyd,
,3 3m LOUISVILLE, KY.

AI & ORGANS

Manufactured by the greatest makers,

Steinway, Chickering, Gabler, Kurtzmann,
Mason & Hamlin,

Smith American Organ o., and others,
at prices LOWER THAN EVER at the newly en-
larged warerooms of their

Sole Wholesale Agent,
D. P. FAULDS, 165 Fourth Street.

BSyPurchasers should see them before buying else-
where.

ItNTINblL AM CNAND ftUtH WOfllOt TIM PRtZIl AND

ALL THI B.I. ITATI TAJ MCkUUAM )H tt7T. ft ItnJ

s

. KIM TO JWKt WML E

JtBffSS FM CAfttttVl.
flBp.K DEOCRICK.l CO. ALBANY.

MAKE KENS LAY.
An English Veterinary Surgeon and Chemist, now

traveling in this country, says that most of the Horse
and Cattle Powders sold here are worthless trash. He
says that Sheridan's Condition Powders areabsolutely
pureand immensely valuable. Nothing on earth will
make hens lay like Sheridan's Condition Powders.
Dose one teaspoonful to one pint food. Sold every-
where, or sent by mail tor eight letter stamps.
27iyr I. S. JOHNSON 6t CO., Bangor, Me.

FRAZER AXLE CREASE
fuv miFNii vou""

THAT IS JUST I f SH0ULDU5E I

WHAT t SHALL
l00 AFTER THIS

TAAK MARK

For sale by all dealers. Awarded the Medal of
Honor at the Centennial and Paris Expositions.
SAMUEL CUPPLES & CO., Agents for our St. Louis
Factory. FRAZER LUBRICATOR CO.,

Chicago and New York.

GOV. GARLAND PEACH!
Said to be the earliest peach in the world. Buds for
sale at $3 per hundred and $20 per thousand.

J. DECKER,
Fern Creek, Ky.

THE WEEKLY
POST AND NEWS.

Best Dollar paper in the Southwest. $1 per year.
11 copies to one address $10. The daily and weekly
for $6.75 per year. Address

POST AND NEWS,
s8-- Louisville, Ky.

NO PATENT NO PAY!

obtained for Inventors, in the United States, Canada,
and Europe, at reduced rates. With our principal
Office located in Washington, directly opposite the
United States Patent Office, weare abletoattend to all
Patent Business with greater promptness ami despatch
and less cost, than otlicr patent attorneys, who areata
distance from Washington, and who have, therefore,
to employ " associate attorneys." We make prelim- -'

inary examinations and furnish opinions as to pat-

entability, free of charge, and all who are interested
in new inventions and Patentsare invited to sendfif.
a copy of our " Guide for oblaintng palents," which
is sent free to any address, and contains complete in-

structions how to obtain Patents, and other valuable
matter. We refer to the German-America- n National
Bank, Washington, J). C; the Royal Swedish, Nor-

wegian, and Danish Legations, at Washington ; Hon.
Joseph Casey, late Chief Justice U. S. Court of Claims;
to tlte Officials of the U. S. Patent Office, and to Sena-
tor and Members of Congress from every State.

Address: I.OI IS BAGGER Co., Solicitor

Patents and Attorneys at Lav, Le Droit Buildinq


