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ing rightward, and now con-
siders himself a political mod-
erate with liberal positions on 
issues like gay marriage and 
the legalization of marijuana 
— he supports both — and 
conservative positions on for-
eign and fiscal policies.

Each Thanksgiving, Da-
vidson typically loads up his 
family and makes the 130-mile 
drive to his parents’ house. 
This year, Davidson will take 
the kids to wife Kim’s family 
instead, but even that could be 
tricky: They are conservative 
as well. So Brian and Kim will 
try to avoid any topics that 
could lead, they say, to “an 
Obama rant” around the table.

“Anything can cause it,” 
Brian says. “We’re just going 
to suck it up.”

In Minnesota, the issue di-
viding Jake Loesch’s family is  
gay marriage. Voters defeated 
a proposed amendment that 
would have banned same-sex 
marriage in the state, and 
Loesch, 24, of St. Paul, was 
deputy communications direc-
tor for Minnesotans United 
for All Families — a group 
that fought the gay marriage 
ban. (It remains illegal under 
state law.)

Loesch is a conservative, 
like his huge family. He had 
difficult conversations with 
some aunts, uncles and grand-
parents when he took his re-
cent job, and as the political 
season heated up, he tried 
increasingly to avoid the sub-
ject: “Having those conversa-

tions is healthy for the politi-
cal process, but sometimes, 
when it’s with family, it can 
be really, really hard.”

But he found common 
ground with his grandmother, 
who is 85. She disagreed with 
his stance, but after the elec-
tion, she posted on his Face-
book wall: “Congratulations, 
Jake — even tho I didn’t 
agree with your stance on the 
issue I will have to say you re-
ally put your heart and soul 
into your convictions — and I 
must say I’m proud of you!!!”

“Our family is very un-
derstanding of everybody’s 
opinions,” says Jake’s grand-
mother, Bunny Arseneau. 
“We know where everybody 
stands because we’re a very 
open family. Your opinion is 
your opinion and we respect 
you for it.”
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In Minnesota, Jake Loesch and 
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