
By SHAYLA
MENVILLE
Journal-Times

Carter County Fiscal
Court met more than
three  hours Tuesday to
tackle several issues
presented by civic
organizations and con-
cerned citizens.

Representatives of
the Soil Conservation
District asked the
Court to approve their
yearly budget of
$27,000. 

They also shared
their long range plan
and list of community

activities,including an
essay/ poster contest
and fourth grade field
day at Camp Webb.

Public Library
Director Nellie Jordan
presented a long list of
positive changes and
comments about the
library and requested
that the Court allocate
$24,000 in operating
funds to be paid over
four years. The request
was tabled.

John Kitchen asked
for consideration of
resurfacing of a road at
Smokey Valley that he
said has become a

major hindrance
because of major pot-
holes.

Kitchen's magistrate,
Brandon Burton said
he had tried to make
the road easier to navi-
gate but it had been
washed out two years
ago.

Judge-Executive
Charles Wallace said he
thought the repairs
were supposed to come
from Federal
Emergency
Management Agency
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35 indicted by Carter grand jury
A Carter County grand

jury has handed down indict-
ments of 35 individuals.

Randall D. Porter, 62, of
Olive Hill, was indicted on
three counts of receiving
stolen property worth more
than $10,000, all Class C.
felonies. 

Porter was also indicted on
four counts of receiving
stolen property greater than
$500, all Class D felonies.

Also Indicted were:
Bryan Johnson, 25, of

Webbville, one count of
receiving stolen property
greater than $500, a Class D

felony.
Harvey Middleton, 43, of

Olive Hill, one count of pos-
session of a handgun and
having a prior felony offense,
a Class D. felony.

Michael Ramey, 37, of
Olive Hill, one count of theft
by unlawful taking, a Class

D. felony.
In a separate indictment,

Ramey faces three counts of
second degree forgery, all
Class D felonies.

Mickey Stanley, 33, of
Olive Hill, one count of first
degree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance, a Class C.

felony.
Johnny Blake Brewster,

20, of Olive Hill, two counts
of first degree wanton
endangerment, both Class D
felonies, and one count of
fourth degree assault, a
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Mocabee charged with
assualt

Audit finds 13 problems with county finances
By LEEANN AKERS
Journal-Times

The independent financial
audit of the Carter County
Fiscal Court for the 2010-11
fiscal year reported a total of
13 problems, including eight
material weaknesses, two
significant deficiencies, and
three instances of non-com-
pliance.

The audit was conducted
by the West Liberty CPA
firm of Morgan-Franklin,
LLC. 

Copies of the audit report,
by law, go to the governor,
state auditor, state finance
and administration cabinet,
the judge-executive and
members of the Fiscal Court.

According to the official
report, a copy of which was
obtained by the Journal-
Times, Judge-Executive

Charles Wallace placed the
blame for nine of the 13 vio-
lations on the former county
treasurer. He also told the
auditors there is a need for a
county finance officer. 

Beth Justice, the current
county treasurer, took office
in October 2010. It was
unclear in the report if the
problems only occurred
before her appointment or if
they continued through the
balance of the fiscal year
which ended last June 30.

The first finding stated
that the Fiscal Court failed
to publish its financial state-
ments as required by state
law (KRS 424.220).

The second recommenda-
tion was for the treasurer to
prepare complete and accu-
rate schedules of federal
expenditures.

The third finding states

that the judge-executive
entered into a verbal agree-
ment with an individual to
cut and remove hay from
county-owned property with-
out the approval of the
Fiscal Court. Although
Wallace gave an extensive
response for his actions, the
auditors responded that he
was still in violation.

“The law does not allow a
judge-executive, solely on his
own authority, to enter into
contracts to dispose of coun-
ty property without the
approval of the Fiscal Court,
in compliance with KRS
67.0802,” the reported stat-
ed.  

“We further recommend
that the judge-executive seek
advice from the county attor-
ney related to the interpreta-
tion of Kentucky Revised 

Kentucky State Police in
Ashland arrested Carter
County resident Paul J.
Mocabee, 40, Soldier, Ky.,
yesterday after he allegedly
assaulted a man with a
knife.  

Mocabee was charged with
one count of first degree
assault, two counts of third
degree assault (police offi-
cer), menacing, resisting
arrest, third degree criminal
mischief, and failure to
appear (bench warrant).

KSP responded to reports
of an altercation between
Mocabee and William Davis,
48, Olive Hill. 

An initial investigation
revealed Davis and Mocabee
engaged into a verbal alter-
cation and Mocabee took a

knife and inflicted a severe
laceration on the neck of
Davis. 

Davis was transported to
St. Claire Medical Center by
a family member where he
was admitted for his
wounds. 

Troopers David Boarman
and Trooper Tony Burch
later discovered Paul
Mocabee at the residence of
an acquaintance at 34
Mocabee Lane. According to
the KSP, as troopers
attempted to negotiate with
Mocabee, he became hostile
and began to throw objects
at the troopers. 

Mocabee was eventually
apprehended, arrested, and
lodged in the Carter County
Detention Center.

Trooper David Boarman is
the lead investigator.

Monday was more
than a groundbreaking
ceremony for the new
$10.4 million Carter
Elementary School. It
also was a celebration
of  the future of the
Carter City community.

School board member
David Jessie, whose
district includes Carter
City, said the official
start of the construction
project left him both
proud and humble.

“I’m proud of the sup-
port of these people in
insisting that the new
school be built here to
preserve the identity of
this community and I
am humbled by the
encouragement and
cooperation we’ve
received from so many,”
he said.

Rainy, cool weather

didn’t dampen the
enthusiasm of more
than 150 students
wearing plastic hard
hats as a souvenir of
the occasion. Neither
did it interfere with the
ceremonial shoveling of
somewhat soggy soil at
the site of the new
school, about a mile
away on KY 2.

Carter County’s two
state legislators were
happy to be there to cel-
ebrate the replacement
of the school district’s
one remaining Category
5 school building. 

Category 5 is the
state designation for
the oldest and most
obsolete school facilities
in Kentucky.

Sen. Robin Webb, D-
Grayson, told the audi-
ence of students, com-

munity members and
guests that she was
opposed to the proposal
to consolidate students
from Carter City into a
school located else-
where.

“I supported main-
taining this school’s

presence in Carter City
from the very begin-
ning,”said Webb. I’m
thankful it’s being built
here.” 

State Rep. Jill York,
R-Grayson, told the stu-
dents that the building
site soon will provide

educators and students
alike with the most
important tools for
their future in the digi-
tal age.

“Most importantly, it
will keep the heartbeat
of the school here in
this community,” she

said.
The new building will

serve 300 students and
will include a state-of-
the-art library/media
center and gymnasium.
It is scheduled to open
in the fall of 2013.

CPR gears up for another drug forum,
Screen and Clean
By SHAYLA
MENVILLE
Journal-Times

The Olive Hill
Council for Planning
and Restoration (CPR)
hosted a community
drug forum Feb. 28 and
is hosting a follow up
forum on March 27.

The second forum will
take comments, con-
cerns and ideas shared
at the first meeting and
create projects to target
the drug problem in
Olive Hill.

CPR President
Debbie Harman said
this meeting is a con-
tinuation of what they
did at the first meeting.

“This will be to organ-
ize people into project
groups, based on what
their key interests were
at the first meeting,”
said Harman. “We
encourage anyone who
was not able to attend
the first meeting to
come to this one and be
a part of the exciting
things we will be doing
in our future.”

Shelly Steiner with
Pathways said the first
forum went great and
now it is time to start
the ball rolling.

“A lot of good conver-
sations were started
and we have a lot of
people motivated to do
something so we want
to take that momentum
and put it into action,”
said Steiner. “We hope
that at this next meet-
ing we will be able to
pick out three projects
to do over the next six
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A new beginning for a school and a community

Fiscal Court gets down to business

Conception artist rendering of the new Carter Elementary School.


