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Upcoming Games
1/19-1/27

He’s Baaaack!
Jay Johnson returned to the WCHS basketball lineup, scored 18 points, pulled down 
eight rebounds and helped lead the Yellow Jackets to an 89-72 win over Franklin Co.

BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

JAY JOHNSON, No. 23, goes up for a rebound against district rival Franklin County in Frankfort on Saturday,
Jan. 14. It was Johnson’s fi rst game of the season after recuperating from ACL surgery last summer. The senior
forward scored 18 points in the Yellow Jackets’ win over the Flyers. (Photo by Rick Capone)

WCHS cheerleading team fi nishes second in Indy

The Woodford County High School cheerleaders competed in their fi rst com-
petition of the season at Jamfest Cheer Super Nationals last Saturday, Jan. 14, 
and Sunday, Jan. 15, at the Convention Center in Indianapolis, Ind. The team 
competed in the Intermediate Division and placed second by less than one 
point behind North Oldham High School. Team members shown are, front 
row, from left, Emily Johnson, JorDawn Jones, Ashley Toles, Gina Evans, and 
Ashleigh Woods; second row, Aubrey Reynolds, Alex Tipton, Rachel Adams, 
Deryan Miller, Hannah Garcia, Taylor Monroe, Shelby Roberts, and Lauren 
Poplin; third row, Talia Upton, Kayla Grimmard, Paige Burgess, Kristen Har-
ris, Ellen Prall, McKenzie Coate, Hope Garcia, Kelsey Drury, and Lindsay 
Dettwiller (asst. coach); back row, Hilary Richardson (asst. coach), Danielle 
Owens (head coach), Katherine Hemlepp, Hannah Freeman, Mackenzie Sent-
ers, and Emily Varner. (Photo submitted)

Boys’ Basketball
1/20-1/21 Toyota Classic
continues at Scott County
1/20 To Be Determined
1/21 To Be Determined
1/24 Harrison County 
        (H) 7:30 p.m.

Girls’ Basketball
1/20 Boyle County (H) 
        7:30 p.m.
1/21 Lafayette at East
       Jessamine 1:30 p.m.
       Game is part of 
       the Coaches vs. 
       Cancer Classic
1/26 Madison Central (H) 
        7:30 p.m.

Wrestling
1/21 Dragon Invitational
     at South Oldham
     10 a.m.

Swimming
1/25 at Falling Springs (H)
        6 a.m. (approx.)

See BOYS, pg. 12

See GIRLS, pg. 13

See WRESTLE, pg. 12
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In his fi rst game back in a 
Woodford County High School 
boys’ basketball uniform after 
recuperating from ACL sur-
gery last summer, Jay Johnson 
made his presence known.

In just 18 minutes of play, 
Johnson scored 18 points, 
pulled down eight rebounds 
and helped his team to a strong 
89-72 victory over district rival 
Franklin County on Friday, 
Jan. 13, in Frankfort.

Of course the senior for-
ward did not win the game 
alone, as he had a lot of help 
from his teammates, which 
included sophomore guard Eli 
Boggess, who had a team- and 
career-high 26 points; junior 
forward Landon Young, who 
had 13 points and fi ve re-
bounds; senior forward David 
Greenwell, who had 12 points 
and three rebounds; senior for-
ward Addison Hollin, who had 
nine points and six rebounds, 
and senior guards, Rodney 
Gross and William Starcher, 
who had six points and fi ve 
points, respectively.

Still, all eyes were on John-
son, who had been tabbed as 
the state’s top prospect in the 
pre-season rankings by Rick 
Bolus’ High Potential Recruit-
ing Service before tearing his 
ACL during a basketball game 
at the KDA State AAU tourna-
ment last summer. And, he did 
not disappoint fans with his 
strong play in the game against 
the Flyers. 

“It feels good to be out 
there,” said Johnson, who 
signed in November to play 
ball at Tennessee Tech next 
season. “Feels real good. It’s 
been a while. My knee didn’t 
really bother me too much. 
Just fatigue. I just got out of 
breath a lot. Other than that 
… we’ll start to … make a run 
this year.”

Added Woodford head 
coach Scott Hundley on John-
son’s play and abilities, “I’ll 
tell you what, he’s like a Thor-
oughbred in a cage. The whole 

time he was injured, it was 
just a matter of keeping him 
under control, keeping him 
within the offense. The great 
thing about Jay is that he’s 
very unselfi sh. He’s never, 
ever going to say, ‘Just throw 
me the ball and I’ll take care 
of it.’ It’s just a thing where 
we have a very good dynamic 
when he’s in there, to where 
our guys have really gained 
a lot of experience without 
him. And having him brings 
a whole other aspect to our 
team.”

With the win over Frank-
lin County, and Woodford’s 
65-52 win over Western Hills 
on Tuesday at home in The 
Hive, the Yellow Jackets 
are now 11-9 overall, 6-4 in 
region play and 4-1 in dis-
trict play, tied with Franklin 
County.

Against Franklin County, 
Woodford came out quick 
and hit two three-pointers, 
one by senior guard William 
Starcher and the other by se-
nior forward Addison Hollin, 
to open a 6-0 lead. 

The Flyers then hit a two-
pointer, which was followed 
by five more Woodford 
points, which included a 
three-pointer by sophomore 
guard Eli Boggess, to make 
it 12-6.

It was at this point that 
Johnson came into the game 
and, slowly, got back into 
the fl ow of playing with his 
Woodford teammates. 

Following two points 
by junior forward Landon 
Young and two free throws 
by Franklin County to make 
it 14-8, Johnson got the ball 
along the baseline and hit a 
two-point jumper to make 
it 18-6. 

A quick layup off a long 
pass by Young, then two 
quick baskets by the Flyers, 
and the fi rst quarter ended 
with the Yellow Jackets up 
18-10.

The second quarter saw 
Woodford continue to hold 
onto the lead. After two free 
throws by Franklin County, 

Johnson hit another baseline 
jumper, which was followed 
by a steal by senior guard 
Rodney Gross, who drove to 
the basket for a layup to make 
it 22-12.

The two teams swapped 
baskets to make it 24-14, 
before senior guard William 
Starcher took a shot, missed, 
and then Johnson made a leap-
ing tip in to make it 26-16.

Following a layup and two 
free throws by the Flyers to 
make it 26-20, Boggess hit an-
other three-pointer to open up 
a 29-20 lead. Franklin County 
came back with a two pointer, 
but Greenwell nailed a three-
pointer to make it a 10-point 
game, 32-22.

The two teams swapped a 
few more baskets to make it 
37-23 before Greenwell got the 

ball along the baseline, drove 
to the basket and slammed 
down a dunk to give Woodford 
a 39-33 lead.

Two more free throws by 
Franklin County closed it to 
39-35 as the fi rst half came 
to an end.

In the third quarter, things 
began to get tighter, as Green-
well and Johnson both got 
into foul trouble and Franklin 
County began to take advan-
tage and score.

After Boggess hit a two-
pointer, Franklin County 
scored the next seven points on 
a layup, a put back and a three 
pointer to take a 42-41 lead.

Johnson tied it up, hitting 
one of two free throws, then 
hitting a layup on the Jackets’ 
next trip down the fl oor to give 
Woodford a 44-42 lead.

The teams then swapped 
the lead back and forth, until 
the Flyers got hot and opened 
up a 57-52 lead. 

Greenwell then made two
free throws to make it 57-54,
but the Flyers came back and
scored two on free throws, 
before Johnson hit a layup to
close it to 59-56.

After Franklin County hit
two free throws, Hollin scored
on a layup off a feed from 
Young to make it 61-58 as the
quarter came to an end.

The fourth quarter saw

CHELSEY FORD, with the  ball, goes up for two of her 
team-leading 12 points in Woodford’s loss to district
rival Franklin County last Saturday in Frankfort. (Photo 
by Rick Capone)

WCHS girls’ basketball beats Western
Hills, snaps two-game losing streak 

The Woodford County High 
School girls’ basketball team 
must have felt like they were 
on a roller coaster over the last 
week of play.

After suffering through two 
tough losses, the fi rst a 46-32 
loss to district rival Franklin 
County in Frankfort on Friday, 
Jan. 13, and then a 54-47 loss at 
Danville on Saturday, the Yel-
low Jackets bounced back on 
Tuesday at home in The Hive 
and defeated another district 
rival, Western Hills, 47-34.

With that one win and two 
losses, Woodford is now 13-
7 overall, 6-3 in region play 
and, more importantly, 3-2 in 
district play. In the district, 
the Yellow Jackets are behind 
Franklin County at 4-1 and 
tied with Frankfort at 3-2, 
but ahead of Western Hills at 
0-5. That means Woodford 
will have to play and defeat 
Frankfort in the fi rst round of 
the district tournament to get to 
their 15th regional tournament 
in 16 years.

“We’ve got to beat Frank-
fort now to get to the regional 
tournament,” Woodford head 
coach Jay Lucas explained. 
“That’s what it boils down 
to.”

In their win over Western 
Hills, the Yellow Jackets used 
a stifl ing defense that did not 
allow the Lady Wolverines to 
score their fi rst point until 4:45 
in the second quarter, when 

they hit a free throw to make
it 15-1.

From that point, the Yellow
Jackets rolled to their 47-34
victory.

Leading the team was
freshman forward Chelsey
Ford, who had 12 points and
seven rebounds, while senior
guard Catie Fletcher had 11

Mat Jackets win Region 7 Super Duals 

DECLAN MITCHELL, left, works toward a pin against 
his Franklin Co. opponent at Saturday’s Region 7 Super 
Duals at The Hive. Mitchell got the pin, which helped 
Woodford take fi rst place in the tourney. Mitchell was 
named Woodford’s wrestler of the week for his four-pin 
performance on Saturday. (Photo by Rick Capone)

It was an exciting fi nish to 
the Region 7 Super Duals at 
The Hive on Saturday, Jan. 
14, as the Woodford County 
High School wrestling team 
defeated Franklin County 36-
34 in the championship match 
to win the event.

What made it so exciting 
was that the Mat Jackets won 
four out of their fi ve fi nal 
matches against the Flyers in 
dramatic fashion, scoring an 
overtime decision, a major 
decision and two pins to get 
the victory.

Overall, Woodford fi nished 
in fi rst place, with Franklin 
County taking second. Round-
ing out the rest of the 12 teams 
were Henry Clay in third, 
Lafayette fourth, Madison 
Central fi fth, Harrison County 
sixth, Montgomery County 
seventh, Bourbon County 
eighth, Bryan Station ninth, 
Western Hills 10th, Tates 
Creek 11th and Dunbar 12th.

In addition, seven Wood-

ford wrestlers fi nished unde-
feated with 4-0 records in the 
meet: Tucker Hurst, Nathan 
Darland, Shane White, Wyatt 
Courtney, Chad Goodrich and 
Wesley Morris.

“Saturday was a great day of 
wrestling for us,” said Wood-
ford head coach Joe Carr. “We 
entered the tournament No. 1 
in the region and fi nished that 
way. Ours wins were due to a 
good team effort. We entered 
the tournament with some 
injuries and sicknesses with 
Corey McCall, Shane White 
and Jordan Doyle. These guys 
showed up (though) and gave 
what they had for the team. 

“To be a successful dual 
meet team,” he continued, 
“your wrestlers must be able 
to win important matches. 
We must pin our opponents 
and not get pinned and win 
matches we’re not supposed 
to win. We had that in the 
semifi nal and fi nal matches. 
Shane White and Tate Hurst are 
good examples of sacrifi cing 
for the team. Everyone wants 
to win, but sometimes your 
opponents might be lot better 
than you. Tate’s job was not 
to get pinned when he faced 
the No. 2 ranked wrestler in 
the state from Lafayette, and 
a (tough) Franklin County 
wrestler, which was a victory 
for the team. Shane moved up 
to 145 pounds and was not 
satisfi ed with (getting) a win by 
points. He knew we needed a 

pin to win this dual meet (and 
he got it).”

Here’s a recap of Wood-
ford’s duals in the tourna-
ment.

WCHS 63, W. Hills 18
The Mat Jackets took the 

fi rst 10 weight classes against 
Western Hills. It started with 
two pins, the fi rst by Tate 
Hurst over Snook Matthew in 
the 106-pound division and 
the next by Tucker Hurst over 
Reed Davis in the 113-pound 
division.

That was followed by a win 
by forfeit by Nathan Darland 
in the 120-pound division, then 
three more Woodford pins: the 
fi rst by Declan Mitchell over 
Justin Hunt in the 126-pound 
division, the next by Damon 
Reed over Robert Olson in 
the 132-pound division and 
the third by Shane White over 
Matt Maxted in the 138-pound 
division.

In the next match, Jordan 
Tucker of Western Hills won 
a forfeit over Woodford in the 
145-pound division, which was 
followed by a 5-2 decision by 
Woodford’s Jordan Doyle over 
Adam Al-dbhany in the 152-
pound division.

The Mat Jackets then rattled 
off two more wins by pins 
when Wyatt Courtney pinned 
John Isaacs in the 160-pound 
division and Chad Goodrich 


