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Center essential
Editor, the Sun:

Woodford County is fortunate to have an 
excellent recycling center with dedicated 
employees. We fi nd the continual examination 
and criticism of the recycling center disturbing. 
Are we examining other governmental offi ces 
with the same expectation of effectiveness and 
effi ciency? We challenge you to compare the 
effi ciency and effectiveness of other govern-
mental offi ces with the recycling center. 

The waste we produce is similar to how we 
treat  our Kentucky River. We trash and pollute 
the Kentucky River upstream only to try to fi x 
the problem downstream by treating its water 
with chemicals and purifi cation for making it 
safe to drink. The recycling center takes the 
waste we produce “downstream” to save and 
recycle our resources. In both cases, it’s what 
we call a “treatment” approach to a problem.

We will always be in a “treatment” mode 
unless we change our waste behaviors up-
stream. We are not addressing the problem; 
we’re only treating the results of our action 
with a temporary fi x.

Become a responsible citizen. Take a 
proactive and preventative approach at home 
and at work. Reduce and eliminate waste and 
practice and promote recycling.

Be an advocate of the recycling center, 
not a critic!

Ed and Jennifer Klee
Versailles

Support parks
Editor, The Sun:

Woodford Countians have a chance to 
make a difference in our community. The 
Woodford Parks Foundation is conducting a 
lottery to raise funds to renovate and/or build 
recreational facilities in Woodford County. 
The lottery is simple. Purchase a $50 ticket at 
Falling Springs.  Each month three tickets will 
be drawn; fi rst prize receives $2,500, second 
prize $1,000, and third prize $500.  Winning 
tickets will be replaced so that each ticket has 
36 chances to win. Our goal is to sell 3,000 
tickets which will raise about $100,000 for 
the Foundation. Currently, we have sold fewer 
than 1,000 tickets.

Why purchase a ticket?  Because 100 per-
cent of the money is spent in Woodford County. 
The parks foundation has been quite active the 
last couple of years. We built the coalition and 
helped fund the artifi cial turf at Community 
Stadium, the new softball fi eld and the new 
black board fence at Woodford County Park, 
the statue of A.P. Indy and concrete stairs 
near the theater at Falling Springs. We have 
sponsored nearly $1,000,000 in improvements 
in just three years.

However, we are out of funds and we 

need to fi nd a consistent source of funding to 
continue to remodel and shape our county. We 
have so much to do. We need new playground 
equipment at Big Spring Park and the other 
parks throughout the county, new restroom 
facilities for tennis courts, cross country and 
dog park, a new Woodford Theatre expansion 
for classrooms to help teach the arts, level the 
playing fi elds and a new restroom facility at 
WYSA, replace and renovate the fencing and 
lighting systems at Woodford County Park, 
a new building for the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts troops, and a new multi-purpose indoor 
facility near Falling Springs.  So much to do 
and so little money available.

The projects mentioned above will benefi t 
most everyone in Woodford County. The only 
way we can make these changes is to gather 
support from the community. Be an active part 
of improving our community. The Woodford 
Parks Foundation began as a dream, became an 
idea, gained support, and gathered momentum 
until now it is the “Foundation” for changing 
the face of Woodford County. Please support 
the Woodford Parks Foundation and its efforts 
to revitalize our community.

Les Anderson
President

Woodford Parks Foundation

Good neighbors
Editor, The Sun:

This morning’s (Monday, Jan. 16) experi-
ence furthered my feelings of why living and 
working in Woodford County is so great.  

At about 9 a.m., a man knocked on our front 
door saying there were horses out on our road.  
He asked if they were ours. I looked out to the 
road and saw there were more horses than I 
own that were loose. I gathered up my fam-
ily and two buckets of grain and went down 
the road to see what we could do to remedy 
the situation.  

Another man had just shut the gate to the 
fi eld where the horses had come from, and he 
had most of them in there. We stopped and 
thanked him for putting the horses safely away.  
He pointed out the two who had not been with 
the herd, but had stayed in our Alfalfa fi eld 
across the road. We told him we would shut 
those gates to keep them safe while we tried to 
contact the owner.  We were successful on both 
counts, and the horses’ owner arrived shortly 
and put the other two back onto his property.

I do not know how the horses escaped as 
there were no signs of damaged fence.  What I 
do know is that I appreciate two of our neigh-
bors – in the truest sense of the word – who 
took it upon themselves to help in a situation 
every livestock owner worries about. This is 
a prime example of people caring each other 
in our wonderful community.

Marti Congleton
Versailles

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
January 17, 2002

Emily Sloan of Versailles, 
Miss Woodford County Fair 
of 2001, was crowned the 
2002 Miss Kentucky County 
Fair at a pageant in Louisville 
on Jan. 12.

Northside Elementary 
School Principal Tim Crook 
has announced that he will 
retire at the end of this school 
year.

Midway College President 
Allyson Hughes Handley has 
announced her resignation 
and will become president 
of Cogswell Polytechnical 
College in Sunnyvale, Calif.

Rainey Johns, recreational 
program coordinator for 
Woodford County Parks and 
Recreation, has been named 
to the national advisory board 
for the Start Smart Sports 
Development Program.

Candidates for magistrate 
announcing this week are 
incumbents Carl Rollins in 
District 1, James R. Alcoke 
in District 3, and Jim Staples 
in District 7.

Cindy Parsons of Ver-
sailles has been elected presi-
dent of Alpha Omicron Pi 
sorority at Eastern Kentucky 
University.

Cullen Kuntz, a 6th-grader 
at Simmons Elementary, won 
the school-level competition 
of the National Geographic 
Bee on Jan. 8.

The WCHS Lady Jackets 
lost their fi rst basketball game 
of the season after 14 straight 
wins, falling to Henry Clay 
67-41 in the Fayette Invita-
tional tourney.

The Mat Jackets fi nished 
second in the Greenville 
Invitational.

25 Years Ago 
January 22, 1987 

Dr. W.J. Hodge, president 
of Simmons Bible College, 
was the keynote speaker at 
the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. memorial program, held 
Monday night at Woodford 
County Middle School. 

Consultant services of the 
Kentucky School Boards As-
sociation will be used in the 
search for a school superin-
tendent to succeed Dr. Joe D. 
Gormley, who plans to retire. 

Sherry Koontz of Ver-
sailles graduated in Decem-
ber from Western Kentucky 
University with a bachelor of 
science degree in elementary 
education. 

Laurie Shipp, Kathy 
Cheak, and Geri Etherington, 
all of Versailles, have pledged 
Delta Delta Delta sorority at 
Transylvania University. 

Doris Henton of Woodford 
County has been elected 
to the board of directors of 
the University of Kentucky 
National Alumni Association 
and was installed Jan. 17 at 
the King Alumni House on 
UK’s campus. 

Heather Foley of Midway 
will be initiated into Chi 
Omega sorority at the Univer-
sity of Louisville on Feb. 13. 

The Woodford County 
High School wrestling team 
won seven matches last week 
to push its season record to 
20-0 and its dual meet streak 
to 75. 

40 Years Ago 
January 27, 1972 

E. Paul Jackson, 77, for-
mer sheriff of Woodford 
County, former state sena-
tor from this district, and 
a magistrate on Woodford 
Fiscal Court, died suddenly 
Saturday morning. 

Some of the new units in 
the municipal housing project 
in Clifton Heights are now 
occupied. 

Named to the honor roll 
at Transylvania Univer-
sity from Woodford County 
were Margaret Holtzclaw, 
Elinor Krabill, Gay Prewitt, 
Marcella Range, and Nonie 
Arnold. 

Fourth grade honor roll 
at Pisgah: Barry Barnett, 
Joanna Hall, Mindy Adkins, 
Jimmy Burns, Melanie Fos-
son,  Joan Gardner, John Hill, 
Pam Hogg, Renee Hunter, 
Dana Menges, Gena Mitch-
ell, Sherry Williams, Steve 
Smith, and Lisa Hill. Fifth 
grade at Nonesuch: Rebecca 
Antrobus, Mike Chapman 
Charles Currens, Lorri Paul, 
and Terri Strange. 

Sgt. Harold W. Lee has 
returned to Travis Air Forcc 
Base, Calif., after a visit here 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold F. Lee. 

Martha D. Rehm was a 
high honor student at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, for 
the fall quarter.

Kay Rouse of Midway 
is the 1972 recipient of the 
DAR Good Citizen Award 
from the General Marquis 
Chapter, Versailles. She is a 
senior at WCHS. 

“You see that right there?” 
He pointed near the base of the 
pump station, facing the river 
slope. “That crack in the dirt? 
That was the problem.”

Torrential rains and fl oods 
from spring 2010 had weak-
ened the hillside, eroding the 
dirt and crumbling the surface. 
The pump station, which is 
grounded in bedrock, was at 
no risk of damage, he said. But 
the two intake lines underwater 
certainly would have been 
threatened.

“If it slid all at once, it would 
cover their intake pipes and 
they couldn’t draw water from 
the river,” Cooper said. Thus, 
all the water supply to the city 
would have been cut off.

In the event of such an emer-
gency, Versailles does have 
options, according to Mitzi 
Delius, a new utility manager 
with Versailles Public Works. 
With lines interconnecting 
with other city systems, Ver-
sailles could purchase water 
from other districts, such as 
Kentucky-American Water, or 
Frankfort’s system, she said. 
But that would be very ex-
pensive — especially because 
the city would need to buy and 
draw water from several dif-
ferent sources, Delius added.

At present, the total project 
is expecting to cost $1.8 mil-
lion, of which the city must 
pay $1.1 million. However, 
in November, the Versailles 
City Council approved using 
$610,000, unused from another 
project — waterline extensions 
on Clifton Road — toward the 
riverside repair work.

Wall builders
The area around the pump 

station site is crowded with 
construction equipment, ma-
terials, and in Cooper’s view, 
still far too much mud. That 

Friday afternoon was blessed 
with sunshine and almost 
spring-like temperatures, but 
that was a rarity, Cooper said.

Only the gravel that work-
ers had needed to spread on 
a fl at surface above the new 
concrete wall gave them and 
their equipment traction and 
gave the ground more stability.

Builders also had to work 
around the logistics of the 
site. The pump station is about 
15 minutes from downtown 
Versailles, accessed mainly 
from Shryocks Ferry Road, 
which winds its way down to 
the river’s edge. In their case, 
a bridge with a weight limit 
of 20 tons prevented most of 
the contractor’s equipment 
from arriving by that route. 
Instead, they need to use a 
service road that goes all the 
way back to Tyrone Pike. That, 
too, needs gravel to prevent its 
own erosion.

All those are just some of 
the ways workers have needed 
to work around the diffi culties.

“We had to cut in a bench to 
work from,” Cooper continued. 
“We had to make a fl at spot. 
The wood platforms weren’t 
planned. With the rain we had, 
it was our only choice. We had 
to get something to work off 
of.” He referred to a new shelf 
of rough wooden beams that 
provide a fl at platform just over 
the river’s surface — the scaf-
fold for workers to continue 
their drilling.

Even that does not prevent 
barriers to the building. “The 
river was up six feet, over 
where we were trying to work 
down there,” Cooper said. That 
fl ooding had occurred early 
in December, he added. Oth-
erwise, workers will usually 
keep going even through the 
rain, even with the mud.

Weather permitting, they 
will complete the project by 
this spring, Cooper estimated.

PROJECT
Continued from p. 1

Following all the work sim-
ply to ensure they could work 
on fl at surfaces with traction, 
the project began with drilling 
for caissons — deep holes, 
four feet wide, and reaching 
into bedrock, for the founda-
tions of the concrete wall. That 
took months, Cooper said. 
“They drill a hole through the 
dirt — which is not dirt, it’s 
mud — and then put in big 
steel casings down to where 
we got to rock.” After that, 
the concrete is poured, with 
formed blocks added on top.

Next began the process of 
drilling the slanted, tighter 
holes for the tiebacks.

“What they’re doing now 
is a major part of the project,” 
Cooper said. “The wall, under 
adverse conditions, wouldn’t 
hold the slope back if it de-
cided to go.” So workers are 
doing all they can to install 
the tiebacks for the next three 
weeks. Those are the slanted 
and smaller holes, drilled deep 
into bedrock, into which build-
ers then place a wide pipe, then 
several long iron rebars.

That reinforcing structure, 
oblique to the main wall, adds 
extra stability, Delius said.

After that comes the fi n-
ishing touches. Builders will 
pour concrete for the rest of 
the wall and a fi nal channel 
across, complete with a hand-
rail. Then they will remove 
the scaffolding mats (the fl at, 
square-log-formed platform 
just above the river’s surface) 
and put in large gray rocks 
intended to add more stability 
and decrease dirt erosion.

Only then, perhaps, will 
Cooper and his team be able 
to get away from the river 
slope and its infamous mud 
for a while, he said. “Every 
time you’re on the edge of the 
Kentucky River — and this is 
my third time — it’s mud. Plain 
and simple.”

family units. The request was 
approved, but no construction 
ever occurred.

The commission deter-
mined in both requests that 
the property at 305 Kentucky 
Avenue was suitable only for 
residential use, said Eaves. He 
said eight of the nine pages in 
minutes from the 2004 hear-
ing dealt with the area’s water 
problems.

“Since 1995, my cousin’s 
home and my mother’s home 
have been repeatedly fl ooded 
by storm water,” said Eaves. 
“The regulations haven’t 
provided much protection for 
them.

“On a day when there is a 
hard rain,” he continued, “my 
seventy-plus-year-old mother 
has to go out in her yard, get 
on her knees and turn a valve 
that’s installed below ground 
level to cut off her sanitary 
sewer so that water, storm 
water won’t back up through 
her tub, shower, toilets.”

After closing its hearing, 
the commission agreed to 
delay taking action on the 

REQUEST
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zone-change request until at 
least next month’s meeting. 
Its members also discussed its 
options related to mitigating 
the visual effects of allowing 
industrial uses across the street 
from residences.

A zoning ordinance re-
quires landscaping to screen an 
industrial use from residential 
areas, said Planning Director 
Pattie Wilson. “They will have 
to comply with perimeter 
screening (requirements),” 
she added, “and it is more 
intensive between industrial 
and residential…”

Commission member Patty 
Perry recused herself from 
participation in last week’s 
hearing because she previ-
ously priced the property at 
305 Kentucky Avenue.

Mary Hamilton to 
perform for W.C. 

preschool students
Award winning storyteller 

Mary Hamilton will present a 
program titled “All Together 
Now” to Woodford County 
preschool students on Wednes-
day, Jan. 25, at the Woodford 
County Early Childhood Center. 

Performance times will be 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. The program 
is sponsored by the Woodford 
Educational Endowment Foun-
dation (WEEF) and is free to 
students.

Storyteller Mary Hamilton 
has earned her living telling sto-
ries and pondering how the art 
of storytelling works since 1983. 
Her numerous awards include 
the 1999-2000 Jesse Stuart Me-
dia Award from the Kentucky 
School Media Association and 
a Circle of Excellence Oracle 
Award from the National Sto-
rytelling Network in 2009. Her 
fi rst book, Kentucky Folktales: 
Revealing Stories, Truths, and 
Outright Lies, will be available 
in 2012 from University Press of 
Kentucky. Learn more at www.
maryhamilton.info.

The Woodford Education-
al Endowment Foundation 
(WEEF) is a tax exempt non-
profit organization run by 
parent volunteers that provides 
Woodford County students 
access to high-quality fi ne arts 
performances free of charge. 
When possible, WEEF also 
awards mini-grants to teachers 
to meet unfunded classroom 
needs. Donations may be made 
to WEEF, PO Box 1120, Ver-
sailles, KY 40383.

Germ hotspots 
to look out for 
(ARA) - We’re reminded 

time and again of the good 
health habits we should 
practice during the winter 
germ season - wash your 
hands, cover your cough 
and stay home when you’re 
sick. While you likely know 
these basics, you might not 
be aware some of the most 
common places germs tend 
to congregate and spread. 

Taking proper care to kill 
germs after you come into 
contact with these germ 
hotspots can be one of the 
keys to staying healthy this 
season. The tricky part is 
many of these hotspots are 
places you encounter when 
you’re on the go and aren’t 
necessarily close to a sink. 

The gas station and 
convenience store 
When you’re pumping 

gas, have you ever thought 
about how many other hands 
have touched the same pump 
since the last time it was 
wiped down? A recent study 
confi rmed that gas pumps 
are one of the fi lthiest items 
we encounter in everyday 

life. After you fi ll your tank, 
your next move should be 
to reach for that bottle of 
hand sanitizer in your car. 
And while cashiers typi-
cally work hard to keep their 
counters clean, it’s never a 
bad idea to wash your hands 
or use hand sanitizer after 
exchanging cash or touch-
ing other common areas in 
the store. 

The gym 
Most health clubs go 

to great lengths to keep 
equipment clean and make 
members feel comfortable. 
But if you’re hopping on the 
treadmill right after some-
one else, it never hurts to 
use a sanitizing wipe, which 
many clubs keep readily 
available. Pay it forward by 
using another one when you 
are done. 

Grocery store 
If you’re a parent, you 

know that it’s not just the 
driver’s hands that are get-
ting all over the shopping 
cart, since kids tend to be 
obsessed with any moving 
object with wheels. Consider 
using a sanitizing wipe be-
fore touching a grocery cart. 
Once you’re done shopping, 

cleansing your hands and 
any younger shopping com-
panions’ hands with sanitizer 
is a good way to stem the 
spread of germs that might 
have been picked up from 
frequently touched surfaces 
in the store. 

The mall 
Escalator and stair rail-

ings, as well as drinking 
fountains and armrests on 
benches, see a lot of action 
throughout the day and col-
lect germs quickly. Put those 
sanitizing stations in the 
shopping center’s hallways 
to good use after touching 
these areas. 

At work 
Frequently touching your 

desk, phone and keyboard 
means germs multiply at 
your work station. Keeping 
tissues and hand sanitizer at 
your desk can also be helpful 
for those emergencies when 
you can’t leave your seat im-
mediately to get to the sink. 

There’s no way to avoid 
germs altogether during the 
winter germ season, but you 
can take action by recogniz-
ing some of the most com-
mon areas where germs tend 
to congregate.


