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EDITORIAL

SCHOOL FIRE SAFETY
How safe are our Letcher County Schools?
The annual report from the State Fire Marshal

recognizes that our county school officials have
done much to correct fire dangers during the past
year. But much remains to be done.

And there is the obvious but all important fact
that almost regardless of how much money Is

spent to make some of our ancient wooden frame
school buildings safe from fire they will, because
of the very nature of the buildings themselves,
remain fire traps. How can you make Millstone
of Kona schools fire-saf- e, without tearing down
and replacing the buildings themselves?

Again this year as in the past, the Mountain
Eagle Is devoting its editorial page to reporting
the fire marshal's report. A disasterous school
fire taking the lives of so many of our youngsters
so easily could happen here, just as such fires
have happened with distressing frequency else-

where. We feel it is the duty of this newspaper
to call the great existing danger to the attention
of every parent in Letcher County.

A further reason for reprinting the fire report is
that we beleive it to be perhaps the most com --

pelling argument for a county-wid- e, tax -- supported

school construction program such as recently
proposed by the county board of education.
Through such a school construction program we
could tear down the fire traps and give our
children the protection from fire which should
be their birthright.

The following is the text of the state report:
BLACK EY GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.
2. Equip all required exit doors with approved

panic release hardware.
3. Install one Class B-- C fire extinguisher in

kitchen. This shall be not less than a b. dry
chemical or a 5 lb. carbon dioxide.

4. install an approved fire alarm system sepa-

rate from the class changing signals.
5. Separate furnace room from remainder of

building with walls, ceiling and doors constructed
of materials having a minimum of one-ho- ur fire
resistant rating. Doors to be equipped with ap-

proved self-closi- ng devices.
6. Provide an approved metal container with

metal cover for the collection of combustible
waste.

7. Enclose open stairways with partitions and
doors having a minimum ofone -- hour fire resistant
rating. Doorsto be equipped witli approved self-closi-

devices.
AUDITORIUM

1. Provide exit lights over all required exit
doors.
COW BRANCH GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.
2. Install one Class B-- C fire extinguisher in

kitchen. This shall be not less than a 3 lb. dry
chemical or a 5 lb. carbon dioxide.

3. Provide approved insulation under heating
appliances.

4. Install an approved fire alarm system sepa-

rate from the class changing signals.
5. Have wiring checked by competent electri-

cian and brought into compliance with the
National Electrical Code.

6. Organize and practice an emergency evacu-

ation plan.
7. Provide an approved metal container with

metal cover for the collection of combustible
waste.
EOLIA GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.
2. Install one Class B-- C fire extinguisher in

kitchen. This shall be not less than a 3 lb. dry
chemical or a 5 lb. carbon dioxide.

3. Install approved panic release hardware on
all required exit doors.

4 . Rehang exit doors leading from the classroom
and the lunch room in basement to open outward
In the direction of traffic.
FLEMING -- NEON GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install four Class "A" fire extinguishers.
Place two on each floor,

2. Install one Claw B-- C fire extinguisher in
kitchen. This shall be not less than a 3 lb. dry
chemioil or a 5 lb. carbon dioxide.

3. Remove extension cords from contact with

metal objects in basement.
4. Remove combustible waste materials from

basement and maintain better housekeeping.
5. Enclose open stairways with partitions and

doors having a minimum of one-ho- ur fire resistant
rating. Doors to be equipped with approved self-closi-

devices.
FLEMING.-NEO- N HIGH SCHOOL

1. Install four Class "A" fire extinguishers.
Place two on each floor.

2. Provide an approved metal container with
metal cover for the collection of combustible
waste.

3. Enclose open stairways with partitions and
doors having a minimum of one hour fire re-

sistant rating. Doors to be equipped with ap-

proved self closing devices.
GYMNASIUM

1 . Install illuminated exit signs over all exits.
2. Install panic release hajdwarc on all re-

quired exit doors.
3. Install two Class " A" fire extinguishers.

BAND BUILDING

,1. Repair ceiling in furnace room with material
equal to that of existing ceiling.

1. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.
Place those in hallwa - one in each corridor.

2. Install an approved fire alarm system sepa-
rate from class changing signals.

'i. Install approed panic release hardware on
all required exit doors.

A. Ilac wiring checked by a competent elec-
trician and brought into compliance with the
National Electrical Code.
HEMPHILL GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install panic release hardware on all re-

quired exit doors.
2. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.

Place one on each floor.
3. Install one Class B-- C fire extinguisher in

kitchen. This shall be not less than a 3 lb. dry
chemical or a 5 lb. carbon dioxide.

4. Have the wiring checked by a competent
electrician and brought into compliance with the
National Electrical Code.

5. Enclose open stairways with partitions and
doors having a minimum of one-ho- ur fire re-

sistant rating. Doorsto be equipped with approv-
ed slef-closi- devices.

G. Install approved fire alarm system through-
out building.
HOTS POT GRADE SCHOOL

1. Rehang all exit doors to open outward with
exit travel.

2. Install panic release hardware on all re-

quired exit doors.
3. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers.

Place one on each floor.
'

4. Provide an approved fire alarm system
tliroughout the building.

5. Have wiring checked by a competent elec-

trician and brought into compliance with the
National Electrical Code.

0. Make necessary repairs to panic release
hardware.

7. Enclose open stairways with partitions and
doors having a minimum of one -- hour fire resis-

tant rating. Doors to be equipped with approved
self-closi- devices.

8. Remove combustible materials from cloak
room and maintain better housekeeping.

9. Repair door on second floor so it can be
opened.

10. Repair wooden ramp leading from second
floor to the ground.
KINGDOM COME GRADE SCHOOL

1. Install an approved fire alarm system sepa-

rate from class changing signals.
2. Install two Class "A" fire extinguishers in

the building.
3. Rehang all exit doors to swing outward in

the direction of traffic.
4. Install approved panic release hardware on

all required exit doors.
5. Make exit leading from the second floor and

third floor to lead directly to the ground.
6. Separate furnace room from remainder of

building with walls, ceiling and doors construct- -

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

OTHER VOICES . . .
There are plenty of reasons why a Junior College or Extensa-Cente- r

should be located at Stuart '.oblnson School at Blackc ,

Kentucky.
1. There are over nine-hundr- children graduating each ear

within a radius of twenty miles of Stuart Robinson School each
year.

2. Only 255o of them are able to go to College each year.
3. Counties of Knott and Breathitt that have a College in the

county send over 50" of their children to College because they
liave a College In those Counties.

4. The children In Perry and Letcher County only need the op-

portunity to go to college. They have the ability they only need
a chance to go to college.

6. A lot of talent is lost because they never have the privilege
to go to college. They are as intelligent as any children any-

where if they had the chance.
C Wo spend millions of dollars to get them through high school

why not spend a few thousand more to get them in college?
7. We are not asking for a "Diploma Mill" and no one could

say that Caney Junior College is a "Diploma Mill". Their students
have made lawyers, dentists, doctors, engineers and have done
well in all professions. Caney is very proud and rightly so of her

alumni.
8. We have never seen anyone with two years of college in the

mountains asking for "Dole". All our children are asking for is

the chance to do something. There are plenty that used to walk
15 miles a day to go to Stuart Robinson High School and there are
plenty now that would welcome the opportunity to walk 20 miles
a day to go to college.

9. Public schools were started for the purpose of educating the
common man and we stress that in grade school and high school.
Why not go on a little higher?

10. Children in the mountains of Kentucky are the most home
loving children In the world be it ever so humble. That is the
reason they get so homesick when they have to go away to school.
TlflS IS THE BIGGEST REASON THAT IT IS SO HARD TO MAKE

THE TRANSITION FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE. If they
could get two years of college here at home they could make it
on.

11. They are making good school superintendents in Florida,
Indiana, Ohio and other states and there are plenty of others that
have the same ability that are not given the chance because of
the above reasons.

12. The property at Stuart Robinson School is owned by the
Presbyterian Church and is offered free to the State of Kentucky
for an institution ofhigher learning. It was built by donations from
Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians and other denominations be-

cause it served a need. It can now serve as great a need as it has
in the past.

13. The people in Letcher County and Perry County are willing
to give more money to put it into first class shape. All we need
is the assurance that the State of Kentucky will furnish teachers
and give our children the same chance that other more fortunate
children have.

14. We take our children to grade school and to high school.
Why net take a little college to them?

15. Aren't we wasting money, time and talent by giving them
four years of high school if we don't give them the chance to get
at least two years of pollege? We feel that after they get two
years of college they can make the rest themselves.

1G. If one college can serve 30 counties couldn't one high school
serve one county. Why waste money by building more than one
liigh school in the county?

17. Public schools were started to serve and educate the masses
not just the intellectuals. Are some afraid now as they were then
to educate the masses even if they are poor but proud?

18. Why make them go to grade school and high school if we
are not going to give them "Higher Learning?"

Yours For More and Better Schools
Raymond Collins

WHEN PA WAS A GIRL . . .

A girl submitted
tlie following composition, en-

titled, "People", to her teacher.
With some editing, here is how
it went:

"People are composed of boys
and girls, also men and women.
Boys are no good at all until they
grow up and get married. Men
who don't get married are no

good either.
"Boys are an awful bother. They

want everything they see except
soap. My Ma Is a woman, and
my Pa is a man. A woman is a
grown up girl with children.

"My Pa is such a nice man that
sometimes I think he must have
been a girl when he was a boy."

KEA Journal
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