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Pageant winner may 
be facing ugly truth

The latest winner of Zimbabwe’s 
Mr. Ugly pageant has ambitions of 
fame and fortune. So far, he remains a 
simple market porter.

William Masvinu, 38, who won 
the second edition of the pageant 
last month, makes his living carrying 
loads for shoppers in a market in the 
impoverished western Harare township 
of Mbare. The victory has made him a 
local celebrity, but the offers he thought 
he’d get aren’t pouring in.

“I was expecting to do some adverts 
and some modeling if I was asked. But 
I’m still poor, still carrying loads of 
cabbages onto buses,” he said. “I am 
ready to show the world my gift. Being 
ugly is not a curse. It’s a gift God gave 
me, and I’m proud of it. My face makes 
me special, and I am not making any 
excuses about it.”

Masvinu beat four other men to 
land the title, $100 in cash and a night 
at a hotel. Masvinu said he cashed in 
the hotel voucher to buy food.

Masvinu said he has long lived with 
being shunned, even by his family.

“My mother died when I was 3, 
and no one wanted to take care of me 
or send me to school because of my 
looks,” he said.

His wife, Alice Chabhanga, isn’t 
concerned about his looks.  Chabhanga 
said she was drawn to Masvinu 
 because of his kindness, cheerfulness 
and humor in the hardest of times.

“She was the only one who wanted 
me, and she knows she has no 
 competition,” Masvinu said.

And it doesn’t fix foolishness
Duct tape doesn’t fix everything.
Officials in southern Montana said 

a Canadian truck driver learned that 
the hard way when he tried to stop a 
fuel tank leak with the all-purpose tape 
before going to sleep at a truck stop 
near Livingston.

A truck stop employee called 
Park County firefighters about 3 a.m. 
 Thursday to report the leak. Fire Chief 
Dann Babcox said about 100 gallons of 
diesel fuel leaked onto the ground.

The truck driver works for a  company 
based in Saskatchewan. He said he 

thought he might have hit something on 
Interstate 90, but when he stopped at the 
time, he didn’t notice any damage.

Variation on the lamb and the lion
A baby robin is spending some 

quality time with some friendly cats in 
southwestern Michigan.

Karin Caston’s cats have accepted 
the bird, named Peeps, since Caston 
found it about two weeks ago in her 
yard in Allegan County’s Otsego 
 Township, 35 miles south of Grand 
Rapids.

The bird lives in a cage but spends 
time nestled in the fur of two of 
 Caston’s cats or perched on their backs. 
A third cat lets the bird walk around 
it. She said she first locked up the cats 
when she started caring for the bird.

Now it needs a record contract
The goose 50 Cent is on the mend.
Named for the rapper who survived 

nine gunshot wounds, 50 Cent the 
goose now needs a home. The goose 
was brought into a northern Arkansas 
animal hospital with a damaged wing.

Veterinarian Rob Conner said an 
X-ray showed the goose had been shot 
seven times with a pellet gun. Conner 
inserted a metal rod and plastic tube in 
the bird’s wing to help it heal.

Conner said workers initially wanted 
to name the goose Tupac, after the late 
rapper, but that they settled on 50 Cent 
because he recovered from his shooting.

Authorities don’t know who shot 
the goose. Conner said he’s hopeful 
someone will adopt the animal.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ODDLY ENOUGH
WEIRD NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

William Masvinu, winner of  Zimbabwe’s 
Mr. Ugly competition, said he had hoped 
for a modeling contract. His wife, Alice 
Chabhanga, said he is kind and cheerful.
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