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grade. But the outbreaks 
have state and local health 
officials urging “boosters” — 
immunizations for children 
and adults 11 and older.

“One of the biggest ways 
to intercept an outbreak is 
to offer the vaccine in the 
community,” said Christie 
Green, spokeswoman for the 
Madison County Health De-
partment.

Madison County has re-
ported 11 confirmed cases 
of whooping cough since 
May 17, while seven others 
were “probable” or “pend-
ing.”

Green said the depart-
ment is investigating the 
outbreak by testing those 
who have had close contact 
with the confirmed cases 
and issuing a round of anti-
biotics to all of them.

“The possibility exists 
that within that group of 
people … that there still 
may be some more positive” 
tests, she said.

The Estill County Health 
Department 
h a s  c o n -
firmed nine 
ca ses  and 
10 probable 
cases.

“ W e ’ r e 
right in the 
middle of it,” 
said Paula 
Watson ,  a 
hea l th  o f -
ficial in Es-
till County, 
which bor-
ders Madison 
County.

W a t s o n 
said the pub-
l i c  shou ld 
know that in-
vestigations of the outbreak 
are a top priority.

“The doctors are doing 
a wonderful job,” she said. 
“They’re testing and start-
ing treatment the same day. 
All close contacts get treat-
ment.”

In an investigation that 
ended June 4, the Fayette 
County Health Department 
found seven confirmed cases 
of the disease and 12 that 
were probable. Spokesman 
Kevin Hall called the num-
bers “higher than usual;” the 
county had reported just 31 
cases since 2005.

Most children are pro-
tected from the disease by 
a series of immunizations 
they receive during the first 
four to six years of life, but 
state health officials say the 
increased number of cases 
could be caused by waning 
immunities to the vaccina-
tion in children older than 
10.

Emily Gresham, spokes-

woman for the Northern 
Kentucky Health Depart-
ment, said whooping cough 
outbreaks could stem from 
the difficulty of diagnosing 
the disease.

“The illness is very mild 
in adults,” she said. “It’s 
a cough that just won’t go 
away. You might not think a 
lot of it.”

Health officials in North-
ern Kentucky announced 
Wednesday an outbreak 
of 38 cases since January, 
compared to an average of 
25 cases a year from 2003 
to 2009. The region’s last 
outbreak was in 2010, when 
127 cases were reported.

More than half of all  cases 
involving children younger 
than 12 months result in 
hospitalization, a fifth result 
in pneumonia and about 1 
percent are fatal, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Green said there’s no par-
ticular reason for the sudden 
outbreaks but said doctors, 
fooled by symptoms, might 
not be doing the proper 

tests.
“We might 

not even re-
alize we have 
a whooping 
cough case,” 
she said “It’s 
written off 
as bronchitis 
or something 
like that.”

R e p o r t 
e d  c a s e s 
nat ionwide 
have been 
i n c re a s i n g 
steadily since 
the 1980s, 
according to 
the CDC. In 
2010, 27,550 

cases of whooping cough 
were reported, the highest 
since 40,000 were reported 
in 1959.

Worldwide, the CDC 
estimates 30 million to 50 
million cases and nearly 
300,000 deaths a year, most-
ly in developing countries. 
According to the CDC, “peri-
odic epidemics and frequent 
outbreaks” have occurred in 
recent years.

In 2010, California had 
the highest number of cas-
es — 9,143 — in 63 years. 
This year, Washington state 
has reported 2,325 cases; 
last year’s total was 965.

The New York Times 
reported in May that some 
in Washington and Oregon 
voluntarily exempted their 
children from one or more 
vaccines, out of fear of side 
effects or for philosophical 
reasons. However, health 
officials say that does not 
appear to be a factor in Ken-
tucky.
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More than half  
of all  cases involving 

children younger 
than 12 months 

result in 
hospitalization,  

a fifth result  
in pneumonia and 

about 1 percent  
are fatal, according 
to the Centers for 

Disease Control and 
Prevention.

exhaustively reviewing other op-
tions and exploring opportunities to 
avoid this measure,” John W. Eaves, 
Arch’s president and CEO, said in a 
statement. “We sincerely regret the 
impact the announcement will have 
on our employees and their families 
as well as on the local communities 
where we operate.”

Gov. Steve Beshear said he had 
authorized the Education and Work-
force Development Cabinet’s Rapid 
Response Teams to help the newly 
unemployed.

“We are extremely disappointed 
and disheartened by the announce-
ment from Arch Coal today, as we 
know the announcement of signifi-
cant layoffs in Kentucky is devastat-
ing news for hundreds of Kentucky 
families,” Beshear said in a state-
ment. “These teams will also ensure 
the families are aware of assistance 
available from state and federal ser-
vices during this difficult time..”

There probably will be a lot of 
demand for that assistance.

Leslie County Judge-Executive 
James Sizemore said he received 
a call Thursday morning from a 
company representative to tell him 
about the Flint Ridge mine, which 

employs a number of people from 
Leslie County. “There will be a lot 
affected around here, and all over,” 
Sizemore said.

Bill Bissett, Kentucky Coal As-
sociation president, called the lay-
offs “a serious concern on multiple 
fronts.”

“These are high-
paying jobs in a region 
that desperately needs 
them. ... The economic 
impact will go beyond 
the coal fields to other 
cities across Kentucky,” 
Bissett said. 

Arch cited a “con-
tinuing decline in de-
mand for steam coal in 
the central Appalachian 
market” for its decision 
to idle several Kentucky mines effec-
tive Aug. 20, The Associated Press 
reported.

“We regret this action; however, it 
is a necessary step that we are forced 
to take in response to a difficult busi-
ness environment,” the company 
said in notices dated Wednesday that 
were sent to the state’s Office of Em-
ployment and Training.

The layoffs at the largest mining 
operations will occur in stages, the 
company said. Laid-off employees 
may apply for vacant positions in 
Arch, but there are no guarantees.

Arch Coal’s share price has been 
plummeting this year as power 
companies’ demand for coal has 
slumped in favor of natural gas. 
Shares (NYSE: ACI) closed Thurs-
day at $6.20, down 20 cents, or 3.1 
percent. The stock’s 52-week high 

was $28.76 in July.
“The U.S. coal in-

dustry is in the midst 
of a restructuring 
that will cause some 
players to exit the 
market and others, 
like Arch, to pare 
back operations un-
til market conditions 
improve,” Eaves said 
in a release May 1 
as the company re-
ported a quarterly 

loss and cut dividends.
Kentucky lawmakers said the state 

has braced for this for some time.
“As unfortunate as this news is, it 

cannot be said that it was wholly un-
expected,” Beshear said. “Demand 
for coal is at a 20-year low, thanks to 
a rapidly shifting energy market and 
high inventory. Unpredictable fed-
eral regulation processes have also 
hindered legal mining efforts, and 
we will continue to fight the unfair 
regulatory changes that effectively 
delay or halt our mining projects.”

House Speaker Greg Stumbo said 

recovery would be slow.
“It’s a fragile economy at best, 

and any disruption of this propor-
tion is going to mean hardship,” 
said Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg. 

“A lot of us at the state and federal 
level have been crying about the war 
on coal. Obviously, it’s here, and it’s 
affecting Kentucky families,” he said. 
“It’s not just those jobs — it’s the an-
cillary industries, the coal truck driv-
ers, those people who sell diesel fuel, 
those businesses that rely on payroll.”

Stumbo’s counterpart on the mi-
nority side of the state House also 
decried the job losses. 

“Today’s reported announcement 
is yet another example of the over-
reaching policies on the federal level 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the Democrats’ continu-
ing ‘war on cCoal’ led by their leader, 
President Obama,” said state Rep. 
Jeff Hoover, R-Jamestown. “This 
‘war on coal’ by Democrats contin-
ues to hit those who least can afford 
it: those families who depend on the 
coal industry for their income. This 
also further cripples the business 
community in that they will see their 
bottom lines impacted greatly due to 
the increased utility costs.”

This is the second major work-
force reduction for coal companies 
in Kentucky this month, according 
to published reports. On June 8, Al-

pha Natural Resources announced it 
would cut 436 jobs in Kentucky but 
give 286 of those workers the oppor-
tunity to relocate to open positions 
in Kentucky, West Virginia and Vir-
ginia, for a net loss of 150.

State Sen. Brandon Smith, R-
Hazard, said he has heard that coal-
related layoffs could top 2,200 by 
the end of summer, and he predicted 
rolling brownouts as Kentucky and 
the nation become energy-poor.

“People are extremely worried. 
There’s a threat over all the mines,” 
Smith said. “It’s not just the jobs 
lost; it’s the impact on utilities and 
on energy costs.”

With record summer tempera-
tures predicted, “a lot of elderly peo-
ple are going to pay for failed energy 
policies,” said Smith, who chairs the 
Senate Natural Resources and En-
ergy Committee. “I directly attribute 
this to the Obama administration 
and the EPA. This lays at his feet.”

On its Web site, Arch Coal calls 
itself “a top-five global coal producer 
and marketer.” It has more than 20 
mining complexes in Kentucky, Wyo-
ming, Utah, Colorado, Illinois, West 
Virginia, Virginia and Maryland.
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The Associated Press contributed to this 
report. 
Janet Patton: (859) 231-3264.   
Twitter: janetpattonhl.

Festival-goers walked past a tin shack at the Global Village. It was an example of the typical home of a child served by Compassion 
International, which provides food, shelter, medicine and Christian education for sponsored children in Third World countries.
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inspire the creation of  Ichthus 
in 1970. Ichthus adopted 
many “peace and love” con-
notations, but its participants 
had a unified, distinct pur-
pose: growing in faith, no 
matter what the walk of life.

“Thou shalt grind on the 
halfpipe!” a boy yelled to no 
one in particular as he headed 
to the festival’s skate park 
Thursday. “In the name of the 
Lord!”

“Skateboarding is not a 
sin,” proclaimed the banner 
hung from the halfpipe, citing 
1 Peter 4:10.

From the skate park to the 
prayer tents, the message was 
one of spiritual self-improve-
ment. Energetic speakers 
drew crowds of young and old 

alike, at times competing for 
attention. Audience participa-
tion ranged from hand-raising 
prayer to enormous games of 
Twister.

Even the games tied into a 
message of Christian purity, 
forgiveness and helping oth-
ers who are struggling.

“Even if you get really 
close to Christianity, even if 
you get really close to Christ, 
if you’re not in the game, 
you’re still against him,” a 
speaker said. “If you’re go-
ing to play a game of Twister, 
that’s what it takes. If you’re 
going to be a success in your 
Christian life, that’s what it 
takes.”

Mike Small, a teenager 
from LaFayette, Ind., signed 
his name on one of the mes-
sage boards on the grounds 
that let participants share 
their thoughts about Ichthus. 

A fan of the band Skillet, 
Small drove more than six 
hours with friends not just 
for the music and food but for 
the diversity of the crowd.

“There’s a little something 
for everyone here,” he said. “I 
love it.”

Across from the message 
board was the Global Village, 
a hub that houses charitable 
organizations represented at 
the festival. Inside, Kate Turn-
er, 23, talked of Appalachian 
poverty and house-building in 
Eastern Kentucky.

A recent graduate of Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology and a volunteer with 
the Christian Appalachian 
Project, Turner said Ichthus 
is different from secular mu-
sic festivals because it is not 
just about the music. People 
who flock to other festivals, 
she said, are driven simply 

by famous artists.
“Here, people come and 

experience it — and then are 
inspired to do something with 
it afterwards,” Turner said. “I 
think the Global Village em-
bodies that.”

Near the exit from the 
Ichthus grounds, far removed 
from the stages and bustle of 
crowds, Andrew McCarthy 
offered fellowship at a prayer 
tent. The 40-year-old, home 
on summer break from Bible 
college in Texas, said he has 
served on mission trips in 
Thailand, China and Guate-
mala. For McCarthy, Ichthus 
is a unique chance to witness 
the power of forgiveness and 
spiritual growth.

“It’s about Jesus Christ 
reaching out to those who are 
hurting,” he said. “People will 
know we’re Christian by our 
love, not our pushiness.”
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“The economic 
impact will go 

beyond the coal 
fields to other cities 
across Kentucky.”

Bill Bissett, 
president, Kentucky  

Coal Association

man who dedicated his life to 
helping underprivileged chil-
dren. That life came crashing 
down in November, he said.

“Everything they fought 
for, everything they ever be-
lieved in was challenged by 
a group of young men who 
alleged Sandusky sexually 
abused them over a number 
of years,” Amendola said.

He told the jury that he 
thinks his client is innocent.

“If he did this, he should 
rot in jail,” Amendola said. 
“But what if he didn’t do these 
things? His life is destroyed.”

In his closing arguments, 

prosecutor Joseph E. McGet-
tigan III called Sandusky the 
perfect serial pedophile and 
asked the jury to convict him 
of every count.

McGettigan said that go-
ing into the trial, he felt as if 
he held fragments of the 10 
victims’ souls and childhoods 
in his pocket.

“Give them back these 
 pieces of their souls that 
he took,” McGettigan said, 
standing behind Sandusky 
as the 68-year-old craned his 
neck to look at the prosecutor. 
“Give him the justice he really 
deserves. Find him guilty of 
everything.” 

Matt Sandusky went to 
live with Sandusky and his 
wife as a foster child and was 

adopted by them as an adult.
Shortly after Jerry San-

dusky’s arrest, Matt San-
dusky’s ex-wife went to court 
to keep her former father-in-
law away from their three 
young children. 

Around the same time, de-
tails emerged that Matt San-
dusky had attempted suicide 
just four months after first go-
ing to live with the couple in 
1995. He had come into the 
home through The Second 
Mile, a charity Jerry Sandusky 
founded for at-risk youth.

During testimony last week, 
an accuser known as Victim 4 
said Matt Sandusky was living 
at the Sandusky home at the 
time he stayed there overnight 
and testified that Jerry San-

dusky came into the shower 
with the two boys and “start-
ed pumping his hand full of 
soap.” Matt Sandusky shut off 
the shower and left, appearing 
nervous, the witness said.

Earlier Thursday, the judge 
in the case threw out three of 
the 51 child-sex abuse charges 
against Sandusky.

Judge John Cleland found 
that one count of involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse and 
one count of aggravated inde-
cent assault involving the accus-
er known as Victim 4 weren’t 
supported by the evidence. 
Another charge of involuntary 
deviate sexual intercourse in-
volving another boy was dis-
missed because Cleland said it 
duplicated another count.
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