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Friends of Hannah Hamric, 14, who was severely injured after being hit by a truck Jan. 29, sell shirts at a benefit
Friday. Proceeds will help cover Hamric’s ongoing medical costs, as she remains in a coma at the Home of the
Innocents in Louisville. Pictured wearing black “Hope 4 Hannah” shirts are, from second to left, Alexis Hurst, 15, Alex
Ballard, 14, and Anna Rogers, 15.
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Hope     Hannah
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Dozens of friends and
family members of 14-year-
old Hannah Hamric gath-
ered Friday at Hope for
Hannah, a benefit to help
cover ongoing medical costs
for the teen, who remains in
a coma after being hit by a
truck Jan. 29.

The Nelson County High
School freshman is undergo-
ing rigorous therapy and is
making progress, said
Michelle Lovvorn, a family
friend who organized the
event with Coletta
Zurschmeide. 

“They’ve been doing

some very intense therapy
with her and they’ve been
working on getting her out
of [the coma],” Lovvorn
said. “She’s doing good.
She’s better than she was.”

Hamric was recently
moved to the Home of the
Innocents in Louisville after
stints at Kosair Children’s
Hospital, then the Frazier
Rehab Institute. 

Hamric suffered a severe
head injury when, witnesses
say, she ran onto North Third
Street near the intersection
with Forrest Avenue, chasing
a basketball. She was able to
avoid being hit by one vehi-
cle before she appeared to
slip on the asphalt, sliding

beneath the rear wheels of a
2003 Ford Ranger. The truck
dragged her 10-15 feet,
police reported at the time.

Immediately following
the accident, Hamric under-
went surgery to close a lac-
eration on the side of her
head and had a second sur-
gery to remove a section of
her skull to relieve pressure
on her brain. 

“She was in a medically
induced coma when the
accident first happened but
then they took her off all the
medications,” Lovvorn
explained.

Her condition has been
slowly improving since then. 

“She has her eyes open

but she’s still in the coma,”
Lovvorn said. When Hamric
was at Frazier, she could
move one arm and one leg.
“It’s just a waiting game
now. It’s going to take time
and it’s going to take
patience.”

Sitting at a corner table at
Hope for Hannah, four of
Hamric’s friends from
NCHS sold black shirts with
pink writing — “Hope 4
Hannah Benefit: April 27,
2012” — along with a photo
of their friend. 

“It was like a dream at
first,” said 14-year-old
Tiffany Hardin.

“It’s different without

Friends, family of injured teen raise funds 

4

Convicted killer sentenced to 35 years
Joshua Hines killed
Bardstown native
in April 2011
SARAH BENNETT
LANDMARK NEWS SERVICE

ELIZABETHTOWN —
Joshua Hines had decided
April 7, 2011, was the day
he was going to kill him-
self.

He went to see his neigh-
bor, Toni M. Ballard, to use
a phone to call an ambu-

l a n c e
because he
didn’t want
his father to
see his dead
body.

B a l l a r d
let Hines, a
native of
Bardstown,
inside her
Bardstown
Road home
and that’s
when the 23-year-old’s plan
fell apart. The gun Hines
had placed in his waistband
fell down his pants leg.

When Ballard saw it, she
screamed.

Panicked, Hines fired
three rounds at his neigh-
bor. Ballard, 36, was dead
by the time Kentucky State
Police arrived at her home
in Elizabethtown.

On Monday, Hardin
Circuit Court Judge Kelly
Mark Easton sentenced
Hines to 35 years in prison
for the shooting death.

Now 24, Hines kept his
head down and was silent
throughout the majority of
his two-hour sentencing.
The only time he spoke

was when he stood up and
faced Ballard’s family to
read a statement.

Hines told the victim’s
family he has only a “vague
recollection” of the events,
but he knows he killed an
innocent woman who did
not deserve to die. The
defendant said he deserves
to be in hell and does not
expect Ballard’s family to
forgive him.

“My dreams are filled
with haunting images of
Ms. Ballard,” he said.

Bardstown High
School assistant
principal named 
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Bardstown High School will have a permanent
assistant principal next year after Ryan
Clark was selected for the position
Thursday. 

Clark has been serving as interim
assistant principal this school year.
Chris Pickett was selected to serve as
the school’s principal in February after
serving as interim principal for seven
months. 

The school’s former principal, Cara
Blackmon, took on a position at the
district level in mid-summer 2011, so the school dis-
trict opted to appoint interim positions because there
was not sufficient time to interview multiple candi-
dates before the school year started, Superintendent
Brent Holsclaw explained at the time. 

Clark began his education career 11 years ago in
the Nelson County School District, and served as Old

County budget
discussions continue 
Budget predicts employment
increase in county
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A proposed 2012-2013 budget projects an 8 per-
cent increase in occupational tax revenues for the
county — meaning more people are working in
Nelson County, Judge Executive Dean Watts said. 

“I think there are more people employed,” Watts
said Tuesday, after Nelson Fiscal Court’s discussion
of the budget that morning. “I noticed The Kentucky
Standard classifieds Sunday and there are a lot of job
opportunities out there.”

The proposal would not increase tax rates at all,
County Treasurer Rhonda Fenwick said. In fact, prop-
erty taxes have stayed flat at 14.3 cents per $100 of
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Charlotte Humes may be the first Nelson
County High School student in the school’s
history to win a National Merit Scholarship.

One of only 32 Kentucky students chosen
from 15,000 nationwide finalists, Humes will
receive a $2,500 college scholarship.

Humes has spent her last few years of high
school at the Carol Martin Gatton Academy
at Western Kentucky University, where she
has had the opportunity to take a number of college-level
courses. 
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