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Secretary has seen it all
She retires after a decade in attorney’s office

Man rams 
into cruiser
Fleeing suspect charged 
with attempted murder
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Frankfort Faces: Tim Ellis

WEEKLY POLL: Longevity pay raises
Should longevity pay raises be reinstated for city employees?
Yes, 40%  No, 59% Total votes: 44

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>> THE OSCARS, A2
Few inspired moments from
a predictable night.

>>POLICE, A2
Police still looking for third
suspect in stolen car case.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER
Mostly clear  
Low around 31
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Commonwealth’s Attorney Larry Cleveland and 
secretary Elaine Breeck pose for a picture during 
Breeck’s last day of work Wednesday.
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Versailles Police say the city’s mayor, 
Fred Siegleman, was arrested on a DUI 
charge over the weekend.

Police stopped Siegleman after they 
saw him swerving on Marsailles Road 
around 1 a.m. Sunday, says Lt. Daniel 
Clark, of the Versailles Police Depart-
ment. 

He refused a Breathalyzer test and 
was booked at Woodford County Re-
gional Jail, Clark said.

He’s since been released.
The City of Versailles City Hall had no comment.

Fred Siegleman

Versailles mayor  
arrested for DUI
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The trial of a man ac-
cused of beating a Frankfort 
woman who later died from 
head injuries was slated to 
begin at 9:30 a.m. today.

Joe Wilson, 59, of 4232 
Georgetown Road, fac-
es manslaughter charges 
stemming from the death 
of 53-year-old Bette Winn. 
Wilson is accused of beat-
ing Winn Oct. 17, 2009, 
which caused her death the 
next day.

David Nutgrass, a spe-
cial prosecutor from Shelby 
County says the trial should 
last about three days.

Nutgrass is prosecut-
ing the case, because Com-

monwealth’s Attorney Lar-
ry Cleveland represented a 
member of Wilson’s fam-
ily while he was in private 
practice. 

The attorney for Wilson 
is David Guarnieri, of Lex-
ington, according to court 
records.

The case against Wilson, 
who goes by his middle 
name of Greg, began when 
a friend found Winn un-
responsive at his home on 
Kentucky Avenue around 
9:50 a.m. Oct. 18, 2009. 
She was pronounced dead 
about two hours later. 

Wilson was charged with 
manslaughter July 15, 2010, 
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Elaine Breeck says the third 
time is the last time – or so she 
thinks. 

Wednesday, the 70-year-old re-
tired as secretary in the Common-
wealth’s Attorney’s Office after an-
swering the phones for 10 years. 
However, retirement is nothing new 
to Breeck – this is her third go at it.

“I think this is it,” she said 
Wednesday afternoon hours before 
she left the office for the last time. 

Her initial retirement came after 
working 29 years with the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
where she loved her work, but “you 
just know sometimes when it’s time 
to move on.” And her second was af-
ter a stint with AFL-CIO.

But the Frankfort native quick-
ly became bored without her work 
schedule and found herself back in 

the office each time.
She started working under for-

mer Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Morris Burton before she was diag-
nosed with colon cancer in 2007.

She left shortly after Common-
wealth’s Attorney Larry Cleveland 
took office, and after a three-year 
hiatus, he asked her to come back to 
work.

Breeck says she won’t miss the 
constantly ringing phone with the 
good and the ugly on the other end, 
but she says she’s going to miss the 
families she’s met. 

A man who has a son in drug re-
habilitation occasionally calls to let 
her know his son is doing well.

“I’ll miss hearing from him; you 
start to feel like you really know 
these people,” Breeck said. 

It’s a lot of “not so good stuff,” too, 
she says. She admits the job isn’t for 
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Tim Ellis sits with his twin boys, Timothy Ellis Jr. and Louis, as a guest pastor preaches during Bible school at Ellis’ newly founded 
church, House of Israel Ministries, Sunday morning.

He’s got his hands full
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Tim, an employee for Franklin County Circuit Court, jokes with a deputy as he puts in a call for a 
transfer of license for a customer Thursday afternoon at the courthouse.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

T
im Ellis watches doz-
ens of people smile 
each day for their 
driver’s license pic-

tures – he tries to return the 
favor, and then some.

The deputy circuit court 
clerk spends his days hand-
ing out driver’s licenses and 
signing up new organ do-
nors, his nights chasing his 
twin toddlers through the 
house, and weekends lead-
ing a new church he recently 
founded.

“My motto when I get up 
in the morning is to reach 100 
people with a smile today – 
even if my body’s not feeling 
it,” he said, standing behind 
the counter in the temporary 
courthouse last week.

“To me, that’s the tool of 
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A Frankfort man has 
b e e n 
charged 
with at-
tempted 
m u r d e r 
after he 
rammed 
a Frank-
lin Coun-
ty deputy 
sheriff ’s 
c r u i s e r 
and fled 

the scene early this morn-
ing.

Richard L. Lancaster, 22, 
was arrested and charged 

with attempted murder of 
a police officer, resisting 
arrest, second-degree dis-
orderly conduct, fleeing or 
evading police, leaving the 
scene of an accident and 
menacing, court records 
show.

A deputy sheriff and 
a Kentucky State Police 
trooper were on a meal 
break when the deputy was 
called to answer a domestic 
disturbance call around 3 
a.m. today at 96 Appomat-
tox Drive, where Lancaster 
lives with his parents, Sher-
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Richard Lancaster
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Long-awaited 
manslaughter 
trial starts today
Man accused of beating woman, 
which caused death next day


