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LLC. That’s the year that the 
league absorbed three teams 
from the All-America Foot-
ball Conference, including 
the Cleveland Browns with 
Otto Graham.

This year’s group of up-
and-comers includes rookies 
Robert Griffin III in Wash-
ington, Andrew Luck in In-
dianapolis, Ryan Tannehill in 
Miami, Brandon Weeden in 
Cleveland and Russell Wilson 
in Seattle. They join second-
year starters Andy Dalton in 
Cincinnati, Blaine Gabbert 
in Jacksonville, Jake Locker 
in Tennessee, Cam Newton 
in Carolina and Christian 
Ponder in Minnesota.

The previous high mark 
was eight in 2000, a young 
quarterback group that in-
cluded Donovan McNabb, 
Jeff Garcia, Daunte Culpep-
per, Cade McNown, Shaun 
King, Tim Couch, Ryan Leaf 
and Akili Smith.

Before that, there were 
no more than six such QBs 
starting their teams’ season 
openers, a measure of how 
much things have changed. 
Instead of drafting a quarter-
back and letting him sit and 
watch for a season, teams 
are throwing them right in 
there.

“They’re committing to 
them, they’re going right off 
the bat,” Rams Coach Jeff 
Fisher said. “There’s noth-
ing more valuable, as far as 
a young player’s concerned, 
than playing experience. 
There’s that old saying that 
the difference between an 
average player and a good 
player is about 1,000 to 
2,000 snaps, so how do you 
get it?”

By playing them. Right 
away.

Seahawks Coach Pete 
Carroll learned at Southern 
California that sometimes 
it’s better to play a talented 
younger player than sitting 
them.

“The kids were so good 
and talented that letting 
them sit on the sideline and 
not letting them play was a 
mistake,” said Carroll, who is 
getting Wilson ready to start. 
“And we learned that if you 
engage guys early and gave 
them chances and gave them 
things that they were good at, 
they would progress faster.”

A big part of the new 
equation is the way pro-style 
offenses have proliferated 
in college, allowing quar-
terbacks to learn the things 
they’ll be doing in the NFL. 
They’re more ready to move 
right in.

Last year, Dalton took the 
Bengals to the playoffs as a 
rookie, fitting nicely into a 
West Coast-style offense that 
was like the one at TCU.

“Things are starting to get 
similar,” Dalton said. “The 
NFL is opening a little more 
with the spread offenses. A 
lot of what we’re doing here, 
I was doing in college. It’s 
just different terminology. It 
makes the transition easier.”

Gruden, whose brother Jay 
is the offensive coordinator 
in Cincinnati, isn’t surprised 
that the transition is getting 
easier for quarterbacks.

“College football is chang-
ing dramatically,” Gruden 
said. “There’s a lot of no-
huddle offenses. There’s a 
lot of check-with-me at the 
line of scrimmage.

“Coaches are demanding 
more and more from these 
quarterbacks at a high tem-
po.”

The Bengals are a good 
example of the evolution in 
how teams handle quarter-
backs. During their 24-year 
stretch without a winning 
record from 1991-04, they 
drafted quarterbacks from 
very different styles — Da-
vid Klingler prospered in the 
run-and-shoot at Houston, 
Akili Smith scrambled a lot 
at Oregon — and tried to 
change them into drop-back 
passers.

Didn’t work.
By contrast, Dalton was 

able to make the switch 
smoothly even though his 
off-season was wiped out by 
the NFL lockout. The rea-
son? The Bengals picked him 
in the second round because 
they knew their current of-
fense fit him.

“When I first sat down 
with the playbook, I was 
like, ‘We did that, we did 
that, we did that,’” Dalton 
said. “All that was new was 
the words.”

The league’s nature prob-
ably plays into the youth 
movement as well. Dalton 
and Cam Newton both made 
the Pro Bowl as rookies last 
season, an unprecedented 
success story that makes 
other teams less reluctant to 
go young.

For example, the Colts 
took Luck out of Stanford 
with the first overall pick 
last April and installed him 
as the replacement for Pey-
ton Manning, a huge burden 
for such a young player.

“Everyone knows when 
you go with a rookie quar-
terback, it’s difficult,” owner 
Jim Irsay said. “But there 
have been some cases like 
Andrew Dalton last year 
played pretty well.”

Everyone has noticed.
“It’s such an instant-grat-

ification league,” Dolphins 
receiver Brian Hartline 
said. “They see one team 
do it and then every team 
wants to do it — the copycat 
league. Look at Cincinnati in 
particular. He changed Cin-
cinnati into a playoff team in 
one year.

“Did he have help? Abso-
lutely. But your gunslinger 
is taking you to the playoffs 
from being low in your own 
division.”

There’s also the cyclical 
nature of the game. Each 
draft tends to have a concen-
tration of good players at a 
certain position. For the last 
couple of years, there’s been 
an abundance of quarter-
backs available to a league 
eager to build franchises 
around them.

“I think if you look back 
at the drafts, there may have 
been a period of a couple 
years there where the quality 
of quarterbacks and the quan-
tity of quarterbacks maybe 
wasn’t as good,” Gruden 
said. “Maybe there were a 
couple down years, and those 
are cycles sometimes.”

Right now, it’s a boom 
cycle.

“It’s maybe a little coin-
cidence with the situation 
a lot of teams happen to be 
in, too,” Titans Coach Mike 
Munchak said. “I don’t know 
if this has ever happened be-
fore, this many young guys 
at the same time breaking 
in. But I guess it’s good for 
the league to see how these 
guys develop.”
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played in 11 games and start-
ed one, making five catches 
for 46 yards. In the two sea-
sons after that, he made just 
one reception for 5 yards.

But slowly, the coaches have 
seen him grow and improve.

“They don’t always grow 
up as fast as we like,” head 
coach Joker Phillips said. 
“That’s why I’m so happy for 
him that he has an opportu-
nity to make some plays. He’ll 
have a good year for us and 
we need him to.”

Phillips has gained so 
much confidence in Boyd that 
he named him a starter for the 
Kent State game on Saturday. 
The coach said he was proud 
of the 6-foot-4, 214-pound se-
nior, who had three catches 
for 36 yards in Kentucky’s 
loss at Louisville on Sunday.

The head coach, a former 
wide-out himself, said Boyd is 
willing to do the little things 
— like blocking — that earn 
receivers playing time.

“He’s done everything 
we’ve ever asked of him,” 

Phillips said. “He’s shut his 
mouth and started to play. He 
deserves to be the starter this 
week.”

Earning that start was big 
for Boyd.

“I’ve always dreamed about 
it,” he said. “It’s all I could 
think about was coming and 
making plays and trying to 
help my team. I’m grateful 
for this opportunity. And I’m 
 excited to try to keep it go-
ing.”

He wasn’t sure the oppor-
tunity was going to come.

“It’s something that most 
people can’t understand,” 
Boyd said. “I just had to  figure 
out what was most important 
for me — in life. I’m getting 
things together now, and I’m 
just really grateful.”

Boyd was one of 11 UK 
players to catch a pass from 
quarterback Maxwell Smith 
on Sunday. He was one of 
nine players to catch more 
than one.

He’s part of a group that 
hopes to help the UK offense 
turn the corner this season 
after significant struggles last 
season.

“We know we have a bunch 

of guys who can catch the ball 
who are talented and were 
ready to show it,” said senior 
receiver La’Rod King, who 
had a career-best eight  catches 
for 77 yards and a touchdown. 
“I feel like our strength is our 
depth now. The young guys 
are on board and they can 
jump in any time. We have a 
dynamic offense.”

Names like Demarco Rob-
inson or redshirt freshman 
Daryl Collins or true fresh-
men A.J. Legree or DeMarcus 
Sweat might eventually over-
take Boyd on the depth chart. 
Or they might just start play-
ing alongside him.

Boyd has been criticized 
for a lack of speed, and some 
thought he wasn’t cut out to 
be a Southeastern Confer-
ence receiver. But in the game 
on Sunday, Washington saw 
something else.

“He played fast in the 
game,” he said. “I watched the 
game and thought it was E.J. 
(Fields) or (DeMarcus) Sweat 
one time I’m watching and I’m 
like, ‘That’s freaking Aaron.’

“We kid a lot about it, but 
he’s fast enough. Is he the 
fastest player we have? No, 

but he’s fast enough.”

Depth chart updates
The UK depth chart re-

leased Tuesday included few 
changes from Sunday’s game 
at Louisville.

Malcolm McDuffen moved 
ahead of Tyler Brause at one 
of the linebacker spots. Fresh-
men Demarcus Sweat (wide 
receiver) and Dy’Shawn 
Mobley (running back) were 
added as the third options at 
their positions. 

On special teams, Craig 
McIntosh has surpassed 
Joe Mansour on kickoff du-
ties. Coaches liked the look 
he gave them on the onside 
kick, Phillips said.

“He actually won the job 
with consistency,” Phillips 
said of McIntosh, who is also  
responsible for field goals 
and extra points. “He’s more 
consistent than Joe. He has a 
strong, strong leg.”
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Staff writer Ben Roberts  
contributed to this report.
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Twitter: @johnclayiv.  
Blog: johnclay.bloginky.com

U of L’s three Big East 
road games are at Pittsburgh, 
Syracuse and Rutgers. Pitts-
burgh and Syracuse both lost 
at home on Saturday.
■ There are former Ken-

tucky football players who 
take shots at the current play-
ers and staff on Twitter.

And then there is Wesley 
Woodyard, who not 24 hours 
after UK’s loss to Louisville, 
tweeted that he was support-
ing Joker Phillips and his 
staff.

@WoodRo52: Tough Loss 
for the Cats!!! Who’s going to 
stand behind @jokerphillips 
and the program?? I know I 
will!
■ Did you see where 

Missouri defensive tackle 
Sheldon Richardson said that 
he turned off the Georgia-
Buffalo game on Saturday 
because it was like “watch-

ing the Big Ten. It’s old man 
football”?

Georgia’s “old men” visit 
Columbia on Saturday for 
Missouri’s first-ever SEC foot-
ball game.
■ Can you imagine what 

it will be like Saturday 
afternoon in College Sta-
tion when Texas A&M plays 
Florida and Saturday night 
in Columbia when Missouri 
plays Georgia?

SEC Commissioner Mike 
Slive will be at both games. 
Lucky guy.
■ Former UK quarter-

back Jared Lorenzen wants 
everyone to know of his love 
(not) for his former offensive 
coordinator Brent Pease, who 
was at UK in 2001-02 and 
is now calling the plays at 
Florida.

As the Gators struggled 
with Bowling Green on Satur-
day, Lorenzen tweeted:

“Hey Florida fans I told 
u months ago ur OC would 
struggle. Do u believe me 

now? 17 pts late in the 3rd vs 
BG??? #toldyaso.
■ Hat tip to Ben Jones of 

Cats Illustrated, who pointed 
out that Maxwell Smith 
threw 50 passes on Sunday 
while in Mike Leach’s debut, 
Washington State quarter-
back Jeff Tuel threw 45 
passes in the Cougars’ 30-6 
loss at BYU.
■ Two years ago, Ken-

tucky football fans wanted 
to fire defensive coordinator 
Steve Brown. Last year, they 
wanted to fire offensive coor-
dinator Randy Sanders. Now, 
they want to fire defensive 
coordinator Rick Minter.
■ Were I a coach who 

just found out that my play-
ers had gone to my boss to 
complain about my coaching 
tactics and the length of my 
practices, I might think I’m 
having a heart attack, too.
■ Only one person had 

a worse performance than 
the UK defense on Sunday: 
ESPN color analyst Rod 

Gilmore.
■ Great line from the Or-

lando Sentinel’s Mike Bianchi 
about the less than full house 
at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium 
for Florida’s opener: 

“Now we know what that 
empty chair was that Clint 
Eastwood talked to at the 
Republican National Con-
vention. It was one of the 
vacated seats from Florida 
Field.”
■ Bad matchups, high 

ticket prices, a multitude of 
better games on home televi-
sion — little wonder college 
football is starting to see 
fewer fans in the stands.
■ By the way, the NFL is 

back Wednesday night. But 
then I know you’ll be watch-
ing the convention.
■ Who’s up for a Reds-

Orioles World Series?
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“I thought we came out kind 
of flat. They got up on us ear-
ly and kind of put us back on 
our heels. They just kept tak-
ing it to us and managed to 
put a few more in on us.”

The Bulldogs (6-1) struck 
less than 11½ minutes in, 
when Guillermo Clemente 
crossed the ball. Nathan Jones 
got a head on the ball and 
Matthew Spanyer ripped a 
shot that was turned away by 
goalkeeper John Paul Jikang.

Riley Calhoon collected 
the rebound and arced a soft 
floater over the goal-mouth 
traffic and inside the far post.

“The ball was just bounc-
ing around inside the box,” 
Calhoon said. “A few re-
bounds. Just got in the right 
place at the right time, turned 
and shot.”

Just over five minutes lat-
er, Jean-Samual Poirier beat 
Jikang to a cross and punched 
it in the net for a 2-0 lead.

Clemente made it 3-0 with 
6:37 left in the half, a laser 
to the top left corner of the 
goal.

Calhoon, for one, wasn’t 
expecting a rout.

“No. I was expecting both 
teams to come out, give it 
their all, which we did,” he 
said. “It showed, I guess, we 
just wanted it more.”

After intermission, Dunbar 
continued to pressure on of-
fense, but Jikang played well.

“We’ve been working on 
trying to be more consistent. 
And they were a little more 
consistent tonight,” Bretz 
said. “We were able to keep 
the pressure on a little bit. 
Their players are the kind  
of players they hold the mid-
field with and we were able 
to do a little bit better job of 

that tonight.”
Henry Clay had a couple of 

scoring chances.
Zach Campbell fired just 

wide right with 14 minutes 
left in the first half.

Dunbar keeper Fernando 
Ortiz deflected a second-half 
Cameron Boone shot to the 
crossbar area. 

The Devils’ chances were 

few and far between, though.
“It was just possession. 

Just pass it around,” Calhoon 
said. “Don’t let them have the 
ball too much because they 
have dangerous players that 
can do great work. Just guard 
them tight and don’t let them 
get chances.”

Said Bretz: “We bent a lot, 
gave them a lot of midfield 

play, but we didn’t give them 
a whole lot of chances deep.”

Paul Laurence Dunbar 3, Henry Clay 0
Goals—Riley Calhoon, Jean-Samual Poirier, 

Guillermo Clemente. Goalkeepers—HC: John Paul 
Jikang; PLD: Fernando Ortiz. 

Records: HC: 6-1-1; PLD: 6-1-0.
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Paul Dunbar’s Davoud Saghaian, left, battled for the ball with Henry Clay’s Addison Manley.
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