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In the 1880s, a former
Union army captain from
Ohio named David As-
bury Murphy owned the
“Danville Tribune,” a
local Republican news-
paper. Murphy’s editori-
als against Democratic
politicians and former
Confederate soldiers
earned him enmity and
eventually cost him a po-
litical appointment. e
job loss was no surprise,
for the editor always
courted controversy.

Born in Adams
County, Ohio, on April 3,
1842, Murphy spent most
of his childhood on the
Ohio-Kentucky border.
His father was an ardent
anti-slavery Republican,
and those views soon
rubbed off on his son.
After a short stint as a
store clerk, D. A. Murphy
founded “e Kentucky
and Ohio Union,” a Re-
publican newspaper that
pushed the Federal cause
during the Civil War. 

After a year of publica-
tion, however, Murphy
sold the paper and joined
the Union army. He spent
most of the war in the
ranks of the 81st Ohio In-
fantry Regiment and ulti-
mately rose to captain
and adjutant in the 184th
Ohio. Typical of those liv-
ing on the border, the war
divided his family.  Two
of his half-brothers, their
mother a Kentuckian,
fought for the Confeder-
acy. 

Wartime writer
Murphy contributed

articles to various news-
papers during the war,
and, in 1880, he founded
the “Danville Tribune,” a
Republican paper that he
published until 1887. Al-
though the reason he
chose Danville is un-
known, the town’s Union-
ist sentiment during the
Civil War may have at-
tracted Murphy to the
community. 

Murphy, an ardent
Unionist and Republican,
may have seen a good
business opportunity in
establishing a Republican
paper in the former
Unionist enclave. Yet,
with Kentucky in Demo-
cratic hands after the
Civil War and governed
by former Confederate
soldiers, Murphy in-
evitably attracted threats
to his person as he be-
came embroiled in nu-
merous public squabbles
with rival Democratic
newspapers, including
the “Stanford Semi-
Weekly Interior Journal.” 

In 1882, an advertise-

ment for the “Danville
Tribune” called it “the
Modern Family Weekly.”
Issued each Friday, its an-
nual subscription rate
was $2. Potential adver-
tisers were told that the
paper “covers the leading
railway line from Cincin-
nati to Chattanooga, and
has a general circulation
throughout the ‘Sunny
Southland.’”  

Four years later, the
newspaper boasted, “e
paper has two clergy men
as staff writers and three
wide-awake reporters.”
ere was, however,
strong competition. e
four-page “Kentucky Ad-
vocate,” a Democratic
paper established in
1865, was printed each
Wednesday and was ed-
ited and published by J. R.
Marrs.

Treading carefully

Murphy, who believed
that he brought a needed
perspective to Danville,
later told an Ohio news-
paper that he “Turned on
the Light” in the commu-
nity. While publishing “a
red-hot, rollicking Re-
publican weekly,” his crit-
icisms of Democratic
politicians put him in
danger. Murphy noted
that during the 1884 pres-
idential election he ed-
ited the “Tribune” with a
pistol, bowie-knife, base-
ball bat and “one large
dog” next to his scissors,
glue and printing sup-
plies.

e editor had reason
to be wary. A year earlier
he was attacked by a mob
and made national head-
lines. e “New York
Tribune” wrote “he was
assaulted in his office in
the most cowardly and
murderous manner by a
party of ruffians who
were determined to teach
‘that Yankee editor’ how
he ought to write about
his betters.” e paper
added Murphy “defies
them to do their worst,”
because, as a former sol-
dier who saw bloodshed
during the Civil War, “the
assassins if they resume
operations may expect a
warm reception” from
the armed editor. 

But not too 
carefully

Murphy’s editorial pen
was blunt, uncompro-
mising, and controver-
sial. His favorite targets
were Democratic presi-
dential candidate Grover
Cleveland and the former
Confederates who ran
Kentucky after the war
through the Democratic
Party. Murphy’s editorials

lambasted Cleveland as
“the boss whore-monger
of the rebel party” and a
“figure-headed idiot.”  

Since rumors persisted
that Cleveland had fa-
thered an illegitimate
child, Murphy excoriated
him as a “notorious and
brutal libertine,” an “in-
human monster,” and “a
moral leper.” Cleveland,
however, won the elec-
tion.

Making enemies
Murphy complained

“the State of Kentucky is
in the hands of rebels
who ought to have been
hung when the war was
ended. He called his rival
party “the thieving
Democracy; the rebel
cut-throats — the red
handed murderous
rebels; the hell-hounds of
the South; the aristocratic
Southern gentlemen who
delighted to sell their
half-breed children.” 

Noting these and simi-
lar statements, the
“Louisville Commercial”
complained Murphy
used “fiery newspaper
methods which keep the
late war alive in Danville.”
is sensationalism was
evidently good for busi-
ness. Sales of the “Tri-
bune” enabled the editor
to build a house on West
Lexington Avenue called
the “Murphy Mansion.” It
was described as a “pala-
tial residence” and “one
of the best built houses in
Danville.”

Unsurprisingly, Mur-
phy was active in the
county Republican Party
and became one of the
founders of the local
Grand Army of the Re-
public post, serving as an
officer in that veterans’
organization. His stance
as one of Kentucky’s most
notorious Republican ed-
itors soon led to addi-
tional employment.  In
1882, Republican Presi-
dent Chester A. Arthur
appointed Murphy the
superintendent of con-
struction for Frankfort’s
new post office. His edi-
torials, however, soon
came back to haunt him.

When Cleveland re-
placed Arthur as presi-
dent, Democratic
newspapers seized the
opportunity and called
for Murphy’s removal.
e Stanford paper called
him “a partisan of the
most offensive and dis-
gusting sort,” while the
“Maysville Daily Evening
Bulletin” reported “spe-
cific charges of offensive
partisanship against D. A.
Murphy ... have been sent
to Washington by the
people of Danville, where
Murphy formerly lived

and edited a Republican
paper.” Boyle County De-
mocrats, still chafing over
Murphy’s pro-Republi-
can and anti-Confederate
comments, exacted re-
venge.

Protests against
Murphy

Statewide Democratic
editors exclaimed their
indignation against sev-
eral prominent Democ-
rats who worked to retain
Murphy. eir papers, in-
cluding the “Danville Ad-
vocate,” were incensed
that Gov. Proctor Knott,
Congressman W. C. P.
Breckinridge, Sen. J.C.S.
Blackburn and Demo-
cratic Party leader J. Stod-
dard Johnston had
written letters of support
on Murphy’s behalf. e
“Hartford Herald” was
appalled and called Mur-
phy “a regular ranter” and
“one of the most bitter
Republican partisans that
ever lived in the State,
and who was editor of the
Danville Tribune, the
most abusive and ex-
treme partisan sheet ever
published in Kentucky.” 

e protests soon
reached Washington and
affected the desired out-
come. On Sept. 10, 1885,
W. E. Grubbs, a former
Confederate soldier and
Democrat from Junction
City, replaced Murphy  In
celebration, it was re-
ported, “the friends of
Capt. W. E. Grubbs at
Junction City fired off
about 50 anvils in honor
of his triumph over Mur-
phy, Col. Stoddard John-
ston and Company.”

Success and more

e Danville newspa-
per business brought
Murphy both financial
success and controversy.
After his dismissal from
Frankfort, he returned to
Ohio, where he briefly
owned another newspa-
per and wrote several vol-
umes of poetry and war
reminiscences. He ulti-
mately supervised other
federal building projects,
including post offices in
Newport and Maysville.  

In 1915, when he was
in his 70s, a probate court
in Ohio declared him in-
sane. Committed to the
Athens (Ohio) Hospital
for the Insane, he died
Sept. 21, 1917, in Athens.
He was buried in Adams
County, Ohio.

Stuart W. Sanders is the
author of “Perryville Under Fire:
The Aftermath of Kentucky’s
Largest Civil War Battle,” now
available from The History
Press.
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100 YEARS AGO — 1912

At the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Council of
the City of Danville Dr. J.C. Bogle of the city Health Depart-
ment appeared and stated that the city’s milk supply should
be guarded by the Council. He said that no cow’s milk
should be used without the animal being subjected to a tu-
berculin test. He also opposed the marketing of butter in
open baskets, where dust and germs might be blown up on
it.

In other business Councilman Cecil moved that the city
buy a fire truck. However, Councilman McRoberts thought
it might be a good idea to wait until the self-starter attach-
ment is made to fire trucks. Following the discussion the
motion carried to purchase a truck.

Also, the Civic League appeared before the council and
asked that the location of Jockey Row be removed from the
corner of Second and Main streets. e petition was tabled. 

e Council Treasurer reported that he only had $302 in
the treasury. Mayor Wallace said the city would have to bor-
row money a little earlier than heretofore.

Some of the old fellows around Danville who are using
Buckingham’s dye for their whiskers and wearing boys’ caps
to make them look young ain’t foolin’ anybody but them-
selves. e newspaper isn’t calling any names, and isn’t
going to either.

75 YEARS AGO — 1937

Fake telephone calls, phoney messages, soap candy and
every well-known farce of any kind was the order of the day
today as April Fools or “All-Fools” Day was ushered in. e
farces began early as many folks were called out of their beds
to answer a buzzing telephone only to hear on the other end
of the line something that brought forth epithets and other
forms of language unbecoming a gentleman.

Danville police were called to quell a “riot” at a local
restaurant early this morning only to find it was an April Fool
joke. A liquor dispenser was wakened early by a message
that his store had been looted during the night. Half-dressed
and out of breath when he arrived at his place of business,
he found only an April Fool’s notice tacked on the door.

Members of the congregation of the First Baptist Church
paid off the entire church debt, amounting to more than
$6,000, at a mass meeting held at the Broadway church, an-
nounced the Rev. H.B. Kuhnle. When Mr. Kuhnle came to
the pastorate here from California in March 1935, the church
owed more than $6,000. He quickly made plans to eliminate
the debt within 11 years. However, during the past 18
months, much effort has been put forth and enough funds
have been raised to clear all church obligations and leave a
substantial fund in the treasury.

Alleging that the city of Danville was negligent in maintain-
ing its streets, James Ghormley, of Illinois, has filed suit
through his attorney, C.C. Bagby of Danville, against the
town for $25,000 in connection with the death of his wife.

e petition states that Mr. and Mrs. Ghormley were rid-
ing through Danville on Sept. 28, 1936 and when his car
passed through the intersection of ird and Walnut streets
a depression in the street caused his wife to be injured.

Mrs. Ghormley was admitted to the Danville and Boyle
County Hospital suffering from an injured vertebrae. After
one month here, she was discharged and taken to her Illinois
home. According to the suit she died on March 9.

50 YEARS AGO — 1962

Beginning today, the business of the Fashion Shoppe will
change its name to Chinn’s. Only the name will change and
the business will still offer the same high quality merchan-
dise as in the past. In addition a new “Junior Corner” will
feature junior sportswear in sizes 3 to 15.

e Fashion Shoppe has been owned and operated by Mr.
and Mrs. R.A. Chinn of Chinn’s Jewelry Store for some time.
It is located on North ird Street in Danville.

The Boyle County Fiscal Court, which has made several im-
provements to the first floor office space in the courthouse
since January, has approved plans for construction of an ad-
dition on the northwest corner of the building.

e new structure will provide an additional room for the
County Clerk’s office, and will give room for new public rest-
rooms and more space for the Sheriff’s office.

e Clerk’s new room will be used to house and operate
the photostating equipment used by the county. Some of
this equipment has been housed in the basement under the
Clerk’s vault.

A large old wooden storage building about 40 x 80 feet in
the lot behind the courthouse is being demolished to make
room for the addition.

25 YEARS AGO — 1987

A proposal to develop about 12 house lots on 25 acres of
pasture land along Gwinn Island Road was aired at the
Danville-Boyle County Planning and Zoning meeting.
William Wise, a prominent Boyle County horseman owns
the land.

In other planning and zoning business, the commission:
Recommended that fiscal court rezone about an acre in
Alum Springs from A-1 to C-2. e property owner, Norman
Griffith plans to build a general store on the lot; approved a
preliminary plat by omas Prall to build a convenience
store on two acres on Burgin Road; and approved a compan-
ion plat by Prall to develop 18 lots next to the convenience
store property, which will be called Brookcove subdivision.

Since it began moving its manufacturing operation from
Harrodsburg to Taiwan about a year and a half ago, Hall
Mack has repackaged items produced in Taiwan into boxes
that indicate they were made in Harrodsburg.

According to an employee “about all the assembly depart-
ment has been doing for the past year is opening plastic
packages from Taiwan and putting them in boxes that say
they were made in the U.S.A.”

Country of origin markings have recently become a pri-
ority issue for customs officials because of the number of
American companies that have moved production abroad
but still market their products in this country.

e state Attorney General’s office has launched an inves-
tigation into the matter.

e Advocate-Messenger obtained a Hall Mack towel bar
set from the retail shelves of Boyle Lumber and Supply Com-
pany which indicated on the outside of the package that it
was made in Harrodsburg, but showed on a plastic wrapper
on the inside that the product was made in Taiwan.

Former Union soldier edits
Danville paper, courts controversy


