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BIRTHSMILITARY
NEWS Bryson Tyler-Dale Ward

Mason and Devon Ward of Harrodsburg announce the
birth of a son, Bryson Tyler-Dale Ward, 10:04 p.m. Feb. 24
at Central Baptist Hospital in Lexington.

e baby weighed 9 pounds and 5 ounces and measured
201⁄2 inches.

Maternal grandparents are Dennis and Dena Worthing-
ton of Harrodsburg. Paternal grandparents are Darrell and
Sherri Ward of Harrodsburg. 

Great-grandparents are Charles and Juanita Holderman
and Jessie Worthington, all of Harrodsburg, Herman and
Margaret Ward of Maysville and Joe Dietz of New Castle,
Ind.

Brayden Isaiah Stevens
Rebecca and Jeremy Stevens of Harrodsburg announce

the birth of a son, Braden Isaiah Stevens, 5:19 a.m. Feb. 14
in Danville.

e baby weighed 9 pounds, 1 ounce, and measured 21
inches.

Maternal grandparents are Don and Joyce Alford of Har-
rodsburg. Paternal grandparents are Garry and Connie
Stevens of Danville.

Great-grandparents are Hubert and Larvana Boblitt of
Willisburg, Robert and Frances Alford of Harrodsburg and
Frances Stevens of Junction City.

e baby joins a sister, Gracie, 3.

LAWNLAWN&&GARDENGARDEN
Spring

Call us to come by and give you an estimate on our great land-
scaping services or stop by and get the advice you need and 

the service you deserve.

Great Selection • Great Service
We also offer Professional Landscape Curbing!

We have:
Knock-out Roses • Weeping Cherry Trees • Japanese Maples

GIFT CARDSAVAILABLE

Ephraim McDowell Regional Medical Center
March 20: A boy, Logan

Scott, to Jessica and Robert
Connelly Jr. of Harrodsburg.
A boy, Eli Baylin, to Crystal
and John Owens of Harrods-
burg.

March 21: A boy, Ben-
jamin Curtis, to Cassie and

Daniel Blevins of Liberty.
March 22: A boy, Cooper

Lee, to Jessica Saylor of
Junction City.

March 23: A boy, Conner
Gabriel Leon, to Samantha
and William Swoboda of
Junction City.

Air Force 
Airman Christopher L.

Carlson graduated from
basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas. 

Carlson is the son of
Tish Griffitts of  Stanford
and a 2010 graduate of
Lincoln County High
School.

The airman completed
an intensive, eight-week
program that included
training in military disci-
pline and studies, Air
Force core values, physi-
cal fitness, and basic
warfare principles and
skills.

Airmen who complete
basic training earn four
credits toward an associ-
ate in applied science
degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air
Force.

Army
Major Jason Tussey

completed the masters de-
gree program in Interna-
tional Strategic Studies on
Feb. 7 at the United States
Naval War College, New-
port, R.I.

Tussey has accepted a
two-year assignment as
the military liaison for the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s region
7, Kansas City, Mo.

His previous assign-
ment was Operations Offi-
cer (S-3 ) 101st. Air Assault,
1st  Combat Brigade, Fort
Campbell.

He has been in the Army
since graduating from the
University of Kentucky
ROTC program in 1996.

Tussey and his wife,
Stacey True Tussey, have
two daughters, Cecelia and
Meredith.

‘Military friendly’ college lists
prompt concerns

Keepsakes guidelines
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AP Education Writer

In press releases and ads,
colleges love boasting
they’re “military friendly”
and “veterans friendly” —
and that isn’t just because
veterans are usually good
students and campus lead-
ers.

It’s also because the
newly expanded Post 9/11
G.I. Bill will pay colleges of
all types around $9 billion
this year to educate nearly
600,000 veterans, and virtu-
ally every school wants to
expand its slice of that pie.

But some schools touting
their spots on proliferating
lists of “military friendly”
colleges found in magazine
guides and websites have
few of the attributes educa-
tors commonly associate
with the claim, such as ac-
cepting military credits or
having a veterans organiza-
tion on campus. Many are
for-profit schools with low
graduation rates.

The designations appear
on rankings whose rigor
varies but whose methods
are under fire. Often, they’re
also selling ads to the col-
leges. Some websites help
connect military and vet-
eran students with degree
programs that may match
their interests, but don’t dis-
close they are lead aggrega-
tors paid by the institutions
— often for-profit colleges —
whose programs they high-
light.

“They’re not real rank-
ings,” said Tom Tarantino, a
veteran who is deputy policy
director of the advocacy
group Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans of America. “What
they are is advertisement
catalogues.” Labeling them
“a huge problem,” he called
for standards to be estab-

lished for proper use of the
term “military friendly”
schools.

Many experts say the lists
are symptoms of a wider
problem: Service members
aren’t getting the advice
they need to make sound
decisions. At a large military
education conference last
month in Florida, some ed-
ucators criticized the lists
and pushed for a sharpened
definition of “military
friendly” colleges, to be de-
veloped either by the federal
government or an education
coalition called Service-
members Opportunity Col-
leges.

Meanwhile, Washington
is paying increasing atten-
tion to the broader problem
of veterans getting reliable
guidance. In recent weeks a
slew of bills on the subject
have surfaced.

The latest, unveiled Tues-
day by Sen. Patty Murray, D-
Wash., is called the “G.I. Bill
Consumer Awareness Act”
and would push colleges
and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to disclose
more information on ques-
tions like licensing and job
placement rates, and to de-
velop policies to prevent
misleading marketing.

Another bill would boost
education counseling re-
sources at the department,
and separately, 14 senators
have asked the department
to trademark the term “G.I.
Bill” so it will have more
power to crack down on
misleading advertising.

“It’s not only these major
lists, but all of these pay-to-
play websites that come up
with these nefarious rank-
ings,” said Jim Sweizer, vice
president of military pro-
grams at American Public
University System. 

Officials at other institu-

tions say they don’t like the
lists but can’t afford not to
be on them, for fear of ap-
pearing “military un-
friendly.”

“Some schools feel ‘I’m
damned if I do, damned if I
don’t,’” said Ramona
McAfee, assistant dean of
military and federal pro-
grams and Columbia Col-
lege in Missouri, a critic of
the lists whose school still
participates.

After former Marine Cpl.
Moses Maddox finished his
first tour of duty in Iraq, he
started — and ended — his
college search with an Inter-
net query. 

“I looked up ‘GI Bill
friendly schools’ and it said
‘hey, come to the University
of Phoenix,’” Maddox said.
He won’t single out Phoenix,
which collected $133 mil-
lion from the G.I. Bill in
2010-2011, but it wasn’t a
good fit, and he later
dropped out, re-enlisted
and returned to Iraq. After
his second tour he enrolled
in Palomar College in Cali-
fornia, but discovered his
Phoenix credits wouldn’t
transfer. He now gives edu-
cation counseling to veter-
ans at Palomar.

They’re “just so lost after
getting out that they just
show up with a DD214 (mil-
itary service record) and say,
‘I want to go to school. How
do I start?’” he said. When
the benefit’s 36-month expi-
ration passes and they’re
stuck with credits they
didn’t realize were worth-
less, “it’s the hardest part of
my job to tell these vets you
have to start all over again.”

Maddox, the former Ma-
rine, advises students to go
straight to www.gibill.va.gov
and avoid any site mention-
ing veterans or the GI Bill
ending with “.com.”


