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Appalachian Rectorial Hospitals.
marking the completion of two
years of operation, reported today
an increase of 29.8 per cent in
patients treated in its 10 non-pro- fit

community hospitals.
At the same time, the Whites-

burg Appalachian Regional Hosp-
ital said its admissions had grown
50 per cent In the same period .

A total of 37, 621 re-

ceived care in ARH hospitals in the
fiscal year ended last June 30
This is an increase of 8, 644 patients and their families who were bene-ov- er

the 28, 977 hospitalized in ficiarics of the United Mine
ended June 30, 1963, ers America Welfare and Re- -

last year tne nospitais were operat- -
ed bv ARH's predecessor, the Min
ers Memorial Hospital Association.

New road
The new section of Kentucky 15

coming into Whitesburg is the talk
of town right now, principally be-
cause of its apparent lack safe-

ty.
The section which comes in for

the most comment is the turn-o- ff

from Sandlick Road (old 15) onto
the new road at the edge of the
new Whitesburg housing project.

School bus drivers, taxi drivers
and others who commute regu-
larly from the Sandlick area say
the road Is banked so that the
slightest snow or ice will put bus-
es and cars into the ditch. They
say they expect to spend a lot of
time this winter stuck on the
road.

Also getting attention is the new
hill created by the fill across the
old Cowan Road. There is very
little room on either side of the
two-la- ne road, and the only way
to go if a car starts sliding is er

the side of the hill. Even the
guard rails which are to be erect-
ed will provide little protection,
many drivers say.

"First time it snows, you won't
be able to get into or out of
Whitesburg oy that road, " a taxi
driver commented.

One bright day last summer an
Air Force plane landed at the
new Whitesburg airport, and an
Air Force captain alighted and
was met by Mrs. Lois Adams Ba-

ker of Letcher Upholstery.
The captain was a quality-contro- ls

officer for the Air Force,
and he was here to inspect the
plant of Letcher Upholstery in
whitesburg. The inspection was
the result of an award by the Gen-

eral Services Administration
the federal government of a con-

tract to Letcher Upholstery to
build couches and chairs for the
Air Force. The captain had come
to Whitesburg to be sure the fac-

tory could do the work. The to-tal-

submitted by Letcher Up-

holstery had amounted to about
$85,000.

Imagine the captain's surprise
when ne walked into a 1,000-square-fo- ot

rented room equipped
with a a pair of scissors, a sew-
ing machine, an electric staple
gun a'nd four employees. He said
the firm could not possibly do the
work.

But Mrs. Baker is a persistent
woman. She had submitted the
bid in June, along with eight oth-

ers. She really had not thought
she would get the contracts, Dut
since a meeting in Louisville the
previous fall she had been inter-
ested in government bidding.

She had attended the meeting as
a representative of Boone Boy In-

dustries, an upholstery firm she
helped to manage, but later the
firm had been sold and moved to
Manchester. She had since, how
ever, organized Letcher Upholstery
and when the chance to bid came,
she was determined to try It.

No one was more surprised than

At the Whitesburc hospital, ad

the
the of

of

of

missions increased l,065--fro- m

2, 125 in fiscal 1963 to 3, 185 in
fiscal 1965.

Appalachian Regional Hospitals
was organised in 1963 to acquire
and operate the 10 hospitals in
Kentucky, Virginia and West Vir-

ginia after the Miners Memorial
Hospital Association announced
they would be sold. The MMHA
established the hospitals in the
mid-195- 0s to serve coal miners

tirement tuna.
Dr. KarlS. Klicka of Lexington,

president of ARH, reported that
while the number of patients ws
up 29.8 per cent, there was a de-

crease of 1. 8 per cent in the num-
ber of days of liospital care pro

Letcher County school officials
and teachers will attend and par-
ticipate in sessions of the annual
meeting of the Upper Kentucky
River Education Association at
Hazard next Thursday and Friday.

Kendall Boggs, assistant super-
intendent of Letcher County
schools, is president of the asso-

ciation. He will preside at the
opening session, which will in-

clude an address by Dr. Richard
VanHoose, president of the Ken-
tucky Education Association,
and a keynote address by Dr,
John H. Furbay, a world trav-
eler and lecturer.

The theme of the conference
is "Advancing Education and
Professionalism. "

Other Letcher County teachers
who will take part In the pro-
gram include John Welch, chair-
man of the UKREA classroom
teachers organization, who will

she when the letter came tell-
ing her she had been low bid-
der on a contract. Then she
realized how her plant was go-

ing to look to the quality-contro- ls

officer who was coming to
inspect it.. She began telephon-
ing equipment manufacturers and
got a promise of immediate de-

livery. She contacted construc-
tion firms and got a promise of
an immediate start on a new
building for her firm at Jeremi-
ah next to a store operated by
her father, Bill Adams. She
told the captain about the prom-
ises and asked for a two-we- ek

delay on his inspection report to
give her time to get the plant
expanded.

Promises didn't mean much to
the captain. He was adamant
in his refusal to approve the

of the contract to
Letcher Upholstery.

So Mrs. Baker tried another ap-
proach. She appealed for help
to U. S. Sen. John Sherman
Cooper and U. S. Rep. Carl
Perkins and to the Kentucky De-

partment of Commerce, which
had held the meeting which start-
ed the whole anything anyway.

Through their efforts, she ob-

tained a re -- survey of her plant a
few weeks later. By that time
she was In a new 10, 000 -- square --

foot building and had a total of
20 employees. Three of the 20
and her son had been workers for
Letcher Upholstery, The other
17 had been employed by Boone
Boy when it was located in the
county but had scattered since
it had been moved.

During all this time letters
kept arriving to tell of the

of more contracts, until
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Hospitals report two-ye- ar increase

Work-fiscalye- ar

DANGER:

Teachers

vided to all patients, Tiie davs
of care in the fiscal year just end-

ed totaled 284, 762, as compared
with 290, 040 days of care in the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1963.

The number of patient days at
the Whitesburg hospital declined
19 per cent, from 24, 673 in fis-

cal 1963 to 19,946 in fiscal 1965.
The average patient stay in the

Whitesburg hospital was 10.4 days
in 1963 and is 5.8 days now, a
decline of almost 50 per cent.

Births at the Whitesburg hospital
have increased 48 per cent--fro- m

166 in fiscal 1963 to 246 in fiscal
1965.

Klicksi said the reduction in days
of care reflected "quicker hand-
ling of patients by the medical
staffs" and more efficient use of
the hospitals' facilities.

(Continued on Page 12)

to meet
preside at a luncheon of class-
room teachersi Columbus Sexton,
supervisor of Instruction, who will
be chairman of a special interest
assembly on readingi J. B. Mayes,
who will be chairman of a special
interest assembly on the fine artsi
and Larry Looney, who will direct
the Jenkins bana in the Friday
program. Looney and Welch are
with the Jenkins school system.

Both Jenkins and county schools
will be dismissed for the two
days so the teachers may attend
the conference.

Speeches are scheduled also by
Rep. Carl D. Perkins, Ben Combs,
Kentucky Commissioner of Motor
Transportation, and Noah Lee,
field representative of the National
Education Association.

The Rev. McCoy Franklin' of
Whitesburg will give the invocation
at the Thursday session.

finally Letcher Upholstery had
been named low bidder on sev-

en of the nine contracts on which
It had bid. This was unheard of,
a General Services Administra-
tion representative said. At last
GSA called Mrs, Baker from
Washington and asked her not to
bid for a whlle--sh- e had the up-

holstery business tied up for too
long a period. She too felt she
had bitten off perhaps more than
she could chew up and swallow
well, so she released all but
three contracts. Those three
total $180,000 (originally she
had $350,000 worth of contractsi
and will require her to employ
10 more workmen. This week
she received a release from GSA
to start work on the first contract,
under which she is to furnish
$28,472.80 worth of upholstered
couches and chairs to Maxwell
Air Force Base, Ala. Within 90
days the furniture has to be com-
pleted, loaded in box cars and
on Its way to Alabama.

Last month Mrs. Baker was In-

vited by the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Commerce to tell her
story at another meeting in Lou-

isville. She did so. This month
she's too busy to talk.

School open house
There will be an open house

from 2 to 4 p. m. Sunday at
the new Martha Jane Potter
School at Kona.

Committee to meet
The Letcher County Economic

Opportunity Committee will
meet at 7:30 p. m. Monday,
Oct. 11, in the fiscal court
room at the courthouse

Rush order meant that
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Dispute arises
over area

By TOM GISH

funds
Is Eastern Kentucky to benefit from the Appalachian Development

Act?
Is an effort to be made to build a new economy in the area, or are

the people of the mountains to be forced to move to Chicago, De-

troit and other metropolitan centers?
Those questions are at the heart of a major dispute and basic dis-

agreement between the key state and federal officials who are in
charge of administering the two illion-dollar program.

On one side of the dispute stands John L. Sweeney, federal
of the Appalachian Regional Commission, an appointee

of President Johnson. It is Sweeney's view that the federal govern-
ment should make only a limited effort in the rural areas of the
mountains and that the people should be encouraged to move out.

On the other side of the dispute stands John L. Whisman, state
of the commission. Whisman serves on the commission

both as a representative of Gov. Edward T, Breathitt of Kentucky
and as chairman of the organization of Appalachian states. He is
the al of Sweeney on the commission. Whisman believes
that Eastern Kentucky can and must be developed and that it is not
nece-sar- y to force the people to move out.

The dispute between the two of the development
commission was brought into sharp focus this past week with the
publication of a three-pag- e summary pf Sweeney's views by the
magazine, U. S. News and World Report, in its September 27 Is-

sue. Whisman then made a series of speeches to the eight area de-

velopment councils in Eastern Kentucky, in which he voiced his
disagreement with Sweeney and rebutted the views contained in the
magazine article.

Sweeney's views were summarized in the magazine as follows:
"1. Ignore the pockets of poverty and unemployment scattered in

Inaccessible hollows all over the area--- a region of 182,000 square
miles and 17 million people.

"2. Concentrate all spending for economic development in places
where the growth potential is greatest. This means making some
already -- prosperous areas even more prosperous.

"3. Build a network of roads so the poor and the unemployed can
get out of their inaccessible hollows and commute to new jobs in or
near the cities."

"Big decisions have been made on what to do about Appalachla.
Basic principle of emerging plans: Don't try to rebuild every back-
woods hamlet. Instead, pick the promising areas, pour aid Into
them, and spend most on a network of better roads. Idea Is to cre-

ate Islands of prosperity, connected by roads that can put people
out of the hollows, Into productive work," said U. S. News.

"Not one word of it is true, " said Whitman of the U. S. News ar-

ticle.
"It quotes the federal of the commission (Sweeney).

He is a fine fellow but one with whom I often disagree substan-
tially. I happen to be the states' of tne commission
and in equal position to speak for the policies of the commission.
The commission has adopted none of the policies indicated in this
article. The commission has determined no such time schedule
as is indicated in this article," said Whisman.

The Appalachian area subject to the debate stretches from New
York State southward through much of Alabama and includes along
the way such metropolitan centers as Pittsburgh, Pa.i Huntington,
W. Va.i Knoxvllle and the Bristol -- Kingsport area in Tennesseei
Asheville, N. C. , and Birmingham, Ala. Stated in its simplest
terms, the dispute between Sweeney and Whisman involves the
question of whether the money will go to the Pittsburgh and the
Birmlnghams, or whether an effort will be made to develop the
Whitesburgs and the Hazards and other smaller population centers
throughout the mountain chain.

Whisman, in a recent talk at Hazard, commented that the Eas-

tern Kentucky Mountain Parkway stands as a monument to the
faith of many people within Kentucky that Eastern Kentucky can
be developed.

"But there are a great many people who do not believe that Eas-

tern Kentucky can be developed. They do not believe that areas
of this kind in the country as a whole can be developed. They
think we all ought to become O'Tucks or I'Tucks or some other
kind of 'tucks and tuck ourselves away someplace other than Ken-

tucky. But we ain't going to be tucked and we ain't going to be-
come tucked, " said Whisman. (O'Tucks is a tag used for Ken-tuckia- ns

who have migrated to Ohio.)
Whisman said that because of this belief, Eastern Kentucky Is in

for a real fight. Central to the Issue is the belief on the part of
many federal officials that funds should be spent only in ' growth
center" areas, and an accompanying belief that there is no "growth
center" in Eastern Kentucky. This type of reasoning dictates that
no development effort he made In the Kentucky mountains.

"The people in Washington take a look at Eastern Kentucky and
thev go right across the whole business from Ashland to Lexington
before they see anything that arouses their attention ... a place
that in their opinion has the capacity for growth.

"I thought that we won recognition for the fact that it was possi-
ble to develop an area like Eastern Kentucky when we assembled
and managed to get through Congress the Appalachian Develop-
ment Act. I thought that and I am assured we did. I know we did.
And yet . . ."

The development act Itself contained the following sentence:
"The public investments made in the region under this act shall

be concentrated in areas where there is a significant potential for
future growth, and where the expected return on public dollars in-

vested will be the greatest."
The dispute now centers about Interpretation of those words.

Whisman said it is a "gross misinterpretation" of the act to say the
sentence rules out Eastern Kentucky development.

He said the sentence was made a part of the Congressional act be-
cause "we wanted a proud, hard-workin- g,

(Continued on Page 12)


