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Moore, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed

Moore of Whitesburg, looked both thoughtful and wise as she
turned from a conversation with Santa Claus recently.

Three men sail their camels
over a sea of sand. A dazzling
star hangs above a town huddled
in sleep. On the hillsides, sheep
stir and the fires of shepherds
twinkle. A single light burns in
the town.

No second guesses are needed
to identify this word -- picture as
the First Christmas. Yet when
was it, exactly?

Saint Matthew tells us Jesus
was born when Herod was King
ofjudea. Scholars have estab-
lished that Herod reigned from
37 B.C. until his deathln 4 B.C.
Matthew also relates the story of
Herod's plan to kill the Infant
King and remove any threat to
the pagan throne. Each year the
story is repeated in Sunday
Schools throughout the Christian
world: how Herod sent the Three
Wise Men in search of the Child
. . .how the Wise Men were warn-
ed in a dream that Herod was up
to no good. . .how Mary and Jo-

seph received a similar warning
and fled to Egypt with their
Child. . .how Herod tried desper-
ately to eliminate Jesus by or-

dering the slaughter of all male
children In and around Bethle-
hem.

In the words of Saint Matthew,
Herod called for the death of all
boys "from two years old and
under, according to the time
which he had diligently inquired
of the Wise Men.

According to this passage, the
Wise Men told Herod they had
first seen the Star of Bethlehem
two years before the tyrant had
ordered the "slaughter of the
innocents." Since we know Herod
died in 4 B, C. , Jesus must have
been born at least two years
earlier. We say Jesus was born

Washington, D. C. Officials
of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce and the Housing and Home
Finance Agency were urged by
Congressman Carl D. Perkins to
hasten approval of Accelerated
Public Works projects for Eastern
Kentucky. Calling attention to
rumors prevalent in Washington
that additional restrictions were
to be placed upon the qualifica-
tions for local grants under the
new Public Works Law, Perkins
said that the existing regulations
and restrictions were too stringent
forthe hard pressed communities
for Eastern Kentucky,

Since October 13th when Con-
gress put the final touches to the
new Accelerated Public Works

B.C. trie Christian Era
because of calendar changes in
the Sixth Century.

Many scholars believe they can
get a better Idea of the time of
Nativity by learning more about
the Star of Bethlehem and the
Wise Men.

Today we know that funda-
mental mathematical laws gov-

ern the motion of the planets.
Astronomers are able to predict
the appearances of comets, stars
and eclipses by applying com-
plicated mathematical time
formulas. Scientists at the Time
Study Institute of the Hamilton
Watch Co. in Lancaster, Pa.,
note that one of the most inter-
esting speculations on the origin
of the Star of Bethlehem was In
1937 by the Rev. W.

S.J.
Writing in the Journal of the

Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada, Father Burke-Gaffn- ey

suggests the Star might have been
a nova. Novae are stars which
flare up suddenly and then fade
after a few months. Astronomers
belle.vethls is caused by tremen-
dous explosions, similar to the
ones which occur on our own
sun, itself a small star.

Astronomy was a budding
"science" long before Christ,
Its center was In Babylonia,
which is thought to have been
the home of the Wise Men. They
were known as "magi," the old
Babylonian word for the scholarly,
star-gazi- ng priests of the Zoro-astri- an

religion. Since comets,
eclipses 'and the positions of the
planets signified great changes
in the affairs of men, thete Is
little doubt a blazing star would
have gone unheeded.

(Continued on Page 16)

legislation Eastern Kentucky ap-

plications for Federal grants
$15

million arc in various stages of
processing with the Area

Administration and
the Community Facilities Admin-

istration. These applications
for grants represent projects cost-

ing $30 million
for the 21 distressed
counties of the 7th
District.

Grants totalling in the nei
885, 000 have already

been approved for projects in the
21 counties of the 7th District. A

wide variety ofPubllcWorks con-
struction will be Initiated in the

Atty. Gen. John Breckinridge
filed suit in Letrher Circuit
Court this week to oust Ray Col-
lins, Whitesburg, from the
Letcher County Board of Educa-
tion.

The suit charges Collins has
violated state law and thereby
forfeited his office on the board
by selling soft drinks to various --

schools.
The suit is the latest develop-

ment in a bitter battle among
members of the school board.
Collins has opposed several ac-

tions of County School Supt.
Sanford Adams and his brother-in-la- w,

Dr. B. F. Wright,
cha rman of the board, and
work d against their candidates
in the November school board

Technically neither Adams nor
any member of the board is in-
volved in the suit against Col-
lins, but In reality the attorney
general seldom files an ouster

Letcher County residents will
share in the donations of cash
and clothing which have come
to Eastern Kentucky as the result
of a network television program
seen last Friday night.

M. Caudill
said the office of Gov. Bert
Combs informed him today that
arrangements are being made to
divide the gifts among several
counties on the basis of unem-
ployment figures. Hazard is

Names of 60 persons, who will
serve on the January grand and
petit jury were released today by
W, L. Stallard, Circuit Court
Clerk.

The list includes:
Pearl Dixon, Blackey: Paul

Kirkland, Whitesburg: Arch Jen-
kins, Whitesburg: D. D. Frazier,
Whitesburg: James Fields, Car-
cassonne; ArchCornett, Blackey:
Basil Webb, Neon; Ben Robinson,
Neon: Pete Ingram, Kingscreek.

R. H. Welch, Neon; Dewey
Kingscreek; Dawson

Back, Jeremiah; Sam Hush, Jr.
Neon; Bethel Campbell, Hallle;
Boyd Phillips, Whitesburg; Ray
Back, Blackey; Jim Baker, Mill

near future as a result of these
application approvals. Included
In the projects approved are water
and sewer facilities, road con-
struct! on, recreation development
in public forests, city streets,
and stream resources improve-
ments. Pending applications In-

volve similar facilities, court-
houses, municipal buildings and
recreational facilities. Thete
funds do not include grants and
loans under the Area

Administration program and
the training grants and subsistence '
payments to wlKerj
under the ARA or Maiy" De-

velopment and .raining Act
passed in the 1?"' Congress.

University 0f Kentucky

MOUNTAIN EAGLE
SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky, Thursday, December
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Suit seeks to oust Collins
from county school board

suit which is not requested by
local offociais.

Breckinridge designated Stan-
ley R. Hogg to serve as his at-

torney in the case.
The suit charges that Collons,

since his election to the board
in 1960, has violated KRS 160-1- 80

(e), which says no person
shall be eligible to membership
on a board of education, "who
at the time of his election to
the board, is directly or indi-
rectly interested in tne sale of
books, stationery or any' other
peoperty, materials, supllies,
equipment, or servuvs for
which school funds are expend-
ed."

The suit says Collins was at the
time of his election, and stiU is.
a stockholder in and an official
of Royal Crown Bottling o. or
Whitesburg. Collins owns one
third of the shares of stock in the
firm and has a "direct pecuniary
interest in and profit from the

Gifts coming here

Countyjudgejames

60 January jurors listed

headquarters for the gift ship-
ments.

Caudill said he would appoinr
a committee of citizens to set
up plans for distributing the
charity here. A meeting is to
be held In Hazard Friday to ex-

plain the plan for apportioning
the gifts among the counties.

Local radio stations will an-

nounce further details as soon at
they are available.

stone.
Campbell Spangler, Mayking;

Mrs. B.F. Brown, Jackhorn;
Frank B, Caudill, Whitesburg;
Mrs. Stella Meade, Deane; Julie
Ison, Skyline; W, M. Gibson,
Neon: J. C, Day, Whitesburg:
Boonie Barker, Blackey; James
Thomas, McRoberts; . Mrs. Mil-bu- rn

Polly, Whitesburg; Lonzle
Yonts, Deane.

Mrs. Mildred Baker, Colson;
T.G. Holcomb, Neon; Estll
Caudill, Blackey; Enoch Col-
lier, Sr., Millstone: Van Breed-
ing, Isom; John Collins, Rox-ann- a;

Clifton Caudill, Car-
cassonne; Henry Adams, Colson;
Elbert Fugate, Mayking; Cora

Perkins said that the approved
grants to date had been made
from the first allocation of funds
under the Accelerated Public
Works Congress
approvea $400 million to get the
program started and allocations
to date have totalled. $180 mil-
lion.

The Department of Commerce
is expected to allot the remain-
ing $220 million in the next few
days which would enabje action
to be taken on pen"Hg applica-
tions.

Perkinssaidthat he learned ju.r
recently that the ARA had under
consideration the imoosltlon of
ceilings on the amoiu:: of money

sale of the soft drinks his firm
distributes, the suit says.

The suit alleges Collins used
his position as a stockholder ii
the firm and his position as a
member of the school board
to promote sales of Royal Crown
Cola to and within the schools.
He has taken the initiative and
leadership in induring the var-
ious schools in the county to re-

ceive R. C. Cola and sell it
to teachers and pupils

The suit alleges that the mon- -

(Continued on Page 20)

HONORED Commodore Craft,
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Craft
of Thornton, has been elected to
the presidency of the freshman
class at Plkevtlle College.

Frazier, Whitesburg.
Watson G. Adams, Cromona;

jamesGriffith, Ulvah; Mrs. Hen-

ry Duncil, Colson; AlmaKIncer,
Neon; General Croucher, Black-
ey: Dexter Dixon, Gllley; Wil-
liam H. Brown, Whitesburg; B.F.
Bentley, Neon: R.B. Whltaker,
Hallle; Mrs. Edgar Vhitaker,
Carcassonne: Herman Campbell,
Blackey; Melvin Day, Dongola.

Alpha Frazier, Whitesburg;
Glenn Brown, Whitesburg; Steve
Raleigh, Ovenfork; Bruce Baker,
Colson; Hassell Bentley, Neon;
Bill Hall Sr., Neon: J.C. Hol-broo- k,

Kona; Oscar Pace, May-kin- g;

Joe Cook, Cromona; Prew-i- tt

Hoffman, Whitesburg.

mat could be granted to coun-
ties or labor market areas. In
protesting such regulations Per-
kins emphasized the extremely
high In the 7th
District, as well as the excep-
tionally high cost of construc-
tion in the area due to the great
number of streams and the dif-
ficult terrain features. In this
respect Perkins said "the cost of
construction roads and highways
due to the steep grades and the
number of bridges has caused this
area to lag far behind other areas
as such Public as
road building."
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