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Projects for Letcher County which
are typical and urgent in Eastern
Kentucky were presented Friday
to a panel of a dozen high officials
in as many agencies of the Federal
Government in a conference at
Jenny Wiley Park at Prestonsburg
sponsored and arranged by Seventh
District U. S. Representative Carl
D. Perkins.

More than 200 persons represent-
ing private interests, local and
state government and other federal
agencies attended the all-da- y

meeting at picturesque May Lodge
on Dewey Lake.

The federal officials spent the
morning explaining the programs
of their agencies which might be
of help in solving the problems
incidental and indigenous to East-

ern Kentucky, and now the area's
people might avail themselves of
the programs.

The afternoon session was devot-
ed to questions from the guests to
the federal

A predominant theme of discuss-
ion In various froms was the pro-

blem of water In the mountain
counties of Kentucky.

A motif of "helo for small com

Mrs. Barbara Pass Ryan, 38,
Cromona, was burned fatally
Saturday morning in an ex-

plosion and fire which destroy-
ed the Haymond Cash Store,
where she was employed.

Mrs. Ryan died at the Jenkins
Clinic Hospital about six hours
after she was burned over 95
per cent of her body. She re-

mained conscious until only a
few minutes before her death
and was able to tell some de-

tails of. the fire.
She had opened the door of

a hedting stove in which the
fire had Deen banked the night
before and had started to poke
up the fire, when flames erupt-
ed from the stove.

Apparently the fire, which
had been smoldering all nicht,
burst Into flame when air hit it,
firemen said, and the leaping
flames ignited a can of oil used
to oil floors which had been sit-

ting behind the stove.
The fire began about 8:15 a.

m. and continued burning until

Open house
Open house will be observed

from 9 a. rn. until 2 p. m.
Saturday at the Letcher County
Public Library in Whitesburg.

Eight-year-o- ld Billy Paul
Collins Jr. of Haymond is alive
this week, thanks to the " walk-
ing blood bank" at Whitesburg
Appalachian Hospital.

Billy suffers from hemophilia,
an inherited disorder which pre-
vents his blood from clotting
properly.

His parents, Mr, and Mrs.
Billy Collins, brought him to
the hospital Saturday and phy-

sicians found he was in critical
condition from internal bleed-
ing. He needed two pints of
blood to stop the hemorrhage
and build up his blood. Since
Billy is,a only
fresh blood could be used. The
substance which his blood lacks
deteriorates rapidly.

Hospital laboratory technician
Edwin Evans typed Billy's blood,
which is Billy's

munities" was pronounced in the
discussion.

The first question dealt with the
water problem in what was pre-
sented as a typical "small commun-
ity, " Blackey, in lower Letcher
County.

It was described by Larry Caudill,
chairman of public relations for
the Blackey Area Improvement
Committee, Inc. at the suggestion
of Congressman Perkins. The area
is a pilot project under the Econ-

omic Opportunity Act and the
Blackey Committee is the activat-
ing agent for projects under the
Office of Economic Opportunity.

Another typical question con-

cerning Letcher County was pre-
sented by Letcher County Judge
James M. Caudill.

"We want to present problems
which we think are typical of
those throughout the Seventh Con-

gressional District and all of East-

ern Kentucky"," he said. "We want
these gentlemen to learn what we
need and want. And we want to
get downto specifics in telling
them our ideas. In turn we want
to give them the opportunity to
get down to brass tacks in telling

about 12:30 p. m. Mrs. Ryan
made her way from the build-
ing, but firemen could not en-

ter it to fight the blaze because
of dense smoke created by the
explosions of cans of paint in
the store.

A fireman said firemen's masks
were of no help against the paint
smoke. As soon as firemen got
eight or 10 feet into the build-
ing they would have to retreat,
he said.

Lack of water created some
problems, firemen said, but the
major problem to firefighters
was the paint smoke. They be-

lieve they could have confined
the blaze to the rear of the
building if they could have
stayed inside.

George Tolliver, owner of the
store, customarily kept a stock
of paint valued at about $10, --

000. His total loss was estimat-
ed at $60, 000.

Firemen from the volunteer
fire departments at Neon, Jen-

kins, Fleming and Whitesburg
VFW fought the flames.
Funeral services for Mrs. Ryan

were conducted Monday at the
McRoberts Church of Christ by
the Rev. WIsser. Burial was in
Green Acres Cemetery at Whites-
burg.

Mrs. Ryan was bom at McRob- -

father wanted to give his blood
but It was the wrong type.

Then Evans pulled out the list
of the hospital's "walking blood
bank"--nam- es of persons who
have had their blood typed so
they can donate blood in emer-
gencies.

Billy's father called in two
friends whose names were on
the list, Kenneth puty and Clay-
ton Little. At 1 a. m. blood
was taken from Duty and the
transfusion started on Billy.
Little was asked to sleep at the
hospital so blood could he drawn
right when it was needed. At
6:30 a. m. Little gave blood.
By 11 a. m. Sunday Billy was
off the critical list playing in a
wheel chair.

Evans, the laboratory techni-
cian, worked all night to per-
form his part of the life-savi- ng

effort.
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us what can be done and how it can
be done.

"Here is a particular problem.
Our county has built a 45 -- acre
lake, In a marvelous woodland
setting, and we have exhausted
our resources at this level. What
we want is to make the lake pro-
perty a showplace of beauty and
recreation. How can we get the
federal agencies to help us?" Judge
uauuiu asKea.

In regard to Blackey, Larry Caud -
ill said, "after over 40 years in
big-ci- ty 1 retired
to find right here among my own
people the most interesting, the
most news-worth- y, the most tragic
and the most complex human inter
est story I ever covered.

"We have at Blackey a compact
community of 403 personsI didn't
V.UUUI. me uugj mm vuiuouy iwvc
been bypassed by the stream of
mstory and progress.

"In our population two groups
the very old and

the very young.
"We do not nave a problem of

--- it is, rather, a
problem of the
Less than ten per cent of our
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erts and was a daughter of N. B.
and Rachael Murray Pass.

Survivors besides her parents
are her husband, Tom Ryan; two
daughters, Alberta and DIna Ry-

an; a son, Gary Ryan; five sisters,
Mrs. Daisy Yonts, Mrs. Helen
Drake, Mrs. Ova Meade; Mrs.
Ruby Freeland, Mrs. Dixie Hughes;
Hughes; and four brothers, Albert
Pass, Ted Pass, Joe Pass and Tom-
my Pass.

Mrs. Ryan was active in com-
munity projects, including the
Little League, the Community
Action Program and support for
the Neon Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Banks and Craft Funeral Home
had charge of funeral arrange-
ments.

Cook heads
fund drive

Donald Cook, president of the
American Electric Power Com-
pany, is chairman of a campaign
to raise $3. 565, 000 for the 10

Regional Hospitals,
including the one at

AEP is the parent company of
Kentucky Power Company, which
provides electric service to much
of Eastern Kentucky.

Cook also is a former chairman
of the federal Securities and Ex-
change Commission and is a close
associate of President Lyndon B.
Johnson. He has headed AEP
since 1961.

Cook said he already had begun
to organize a national committee
of prominent persons to solicit
contributions for the hospitals,

"What happens in
concerns every American, and
that is why we are planning a
nation-wid- e appeal, " he said.

The campaign will seek the
support of corporations, foun-
dations and
throughout the United States.

(Continued on Page 12)

Boy killed by car
Funeral services for Randell

Todd Webb, 3, will be con-
ducted at 10 a. m. Friday in
the chapel of Moore and Craft
Funeral Home.

The child's
the Rev. J. T. Browning Sr. ,
will officiate. Burial will be
In the Hall cemetery at Ermine.

(Continued on Page 12)
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minerals tax
The Kentucky Education Ass-

ociation voted this week to push
for state taxes on minerals at
the 1966 session of the Kentucky
General Assembly.

But Gov. Edward T. Breathitt
said this week he will not ask
for any new taxes during the
legislative session.

The KEA acted during a meet-
ing of its delegate assemblyheld
in Louisville to decidewhat laws
the KEA will seek during the 1966
legislature.

it approved a proposal asking
the legislature tb levy a 10 per
cent tax on every ton of coal.
ciay, limestone, gravel, on
ano natural gas taken from the
earth.

The proposal was introduced
at the KEA meeting by Varon
Campbell of Whitesburg, pres-
ident of the Letcher County
Teachers Organization. Camp-
bell remarked that If the tax
weie imposed Eastern Kentucky
schools would not have to be
subsidized by the rest of the
state.

Informed estimates are that
the KEA's mineral tax proposal
would bring in about $15 to $16
million dollars a year under cur-
rent production rates. This
would be enough to provide a
pay raise of about $500 for each
Kentucky school teacher. The
KEA Is seeking pay raises total-
ing $900.

The resolution passed by a vote
of 176-10- 6. There was some op-

position from Harlan County as
well as from delegates in other
areas of the state. One member
of the KEA assembly, Mrs. Mar-
tha Dell Sanders of Paducah, said
she was against "this piecemeal
approach the rest of the state
won't stand still for class legis-
lation. "

The"severance" tax on coal and
other minerals was a major polit-
ical issue in Kentucky sixty years
ago and provided the late Alben
Barkley his only defeat within the
Democratic party in a race for po-
litical office.

Barkley advocated a severance
tax on minerals and the abolition
of racetrack gambling during his
campaign against Campbell Can-tre- ll

for the Democratic nomina-
tion for governor. Coal interests
and racehorse interests combined
to assure Barkley's defeat. Can-tre- ll,

the nominee, died before
the election, and the Democrat-
ic state committee nominated
William Fields of Olive Hill for
the office. - Fields won.

Crash kills
An investigation is under way

into the crash of a private plane
that took six lives in Knott Coun-
ty Monday night.

Inspectors from the Civil Aer-
onautics Board and the Federal
Aviation Agency arrived Tues-
day to start their probe of the
crash, which occurred in a hol-
low along Puncheon Creek in
Knott County, just a few miles
from the Letcher County com-
munity of Deane.

Bodies of the six victims were
removed early Tuesday. Those
of the pilot and co-pil- ot were
taken to the Appalachian Re-

gional Hospital in Harlan for
an autopsy ordered by FAA.
The bodies of the other four
were taken to Lexington and
returned by chartered plane to
the victims' homes in upper New
York State.

to

The next year a United States
Senate vacancy occurred and
those who were afraid Barkley
might seek the governorship a
second time--an- d wln--sa- w to
it that he was nominated and
elected to the Senate to get
him out of the Immediate state
political scene. Barkley went
on to serve nearly '30 years In
the Senate, where he became
majority leader, and later to
be elected vice pres ident of the
United States.

The severance tax issue re-

mained quiet until John L. Lewis
in the late 1940's succeeded in
doing by contract what the state
had failed to do by legislation.
Lewis won his
royalty payments into the Uni-
ted Mine Workers of America
Welfare and Retirement Fund,
but all the money went to the
mine workers themsel ves instaed
of to state and county govern-
ments.

Recently talk of a severance
tax on coal and other minerals
has grown widespread again,
spurred by Whitesburg attorney
Harry Caudill and others, who
say the mineral industries have
extracted large sums of wealth
from Kentucky's earth but have
paid little in taxes on their pro-
fits and have taken most of the
money out of the state.

Court sets meeting
A special meeting of the Letch-

er Fiscal Court will be held at 6
p. m. Tuesday, December 14,
in the fiscal courtroom in the
courthouse.

The meeting was called by
county commissioners Herman
Fields and Beckham Bates after
they appeared for a meeting at
the regular court meeting time
Tuesday but neither Judge
James M. Caudill nor com-
missioner Hugh Strunk arrived
for the meeting. The court
customarily meets on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10
a. m.

When the meeting did not take
place Bates and Fields asked
County Attorney John N. Comett
to prepare an order for a special
meeting. The order states that
there has been no meeting for
the past four months, but court
records show that a meeting was
held to approve the county's
rural road program and approve
bills for payment in October and
that meetings were held also in
August and September.

six men
The dead were identified as

Earl Rumsey of Liverpool, N.
Y., pilot; Anthony Rusynlak,
40, of Baldwinsviile, N. Y. ,
co-pil- Phil Stump, Fayette-vill- e,

N. Y. , and George Ma-lon- e,

Robert Bielmann, Donald
Firestone, all of Ithaca, N. Y.
The four passengers were offi-
cials of the Agway Corporation,
a farmer sales In
upper New York.

The plane was on its way from
Syracuse, N. Y., to Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn. , when the crash oc-
curred before dark in snow flur-
ries and haze.

State police, members of the
Perry County Rescue Squad,
members of the Whitesburg Air-
port Board and members of the
Letcher County auxil iary police
were among those participating
in efforts to reach the crash site
Monday night.


