
Late into the evening of election day 
in November, my mind and emotions had 
taken all the ups and downs it could toler-
ate. I went to sleep not knowing if President 
Barack Obama would be 
re-elected.

I believed the pundits who 
seemed to confidently declare 
a Romney victory. Plus, 
deep down, I didn’t want to 
listen to Obama’s concession 
speech.

Fortunately, I didn’t have 
to, and when I learned the 
next morning that Obama had won, I regret-
ted missing out on the turning of yet another 
impossible page in American history.

Since then, though, I’ve wondered if others 
are sitting out parts of this new presidential 
victory and inauguration. I haven’t heard of 
any inaugural viewing parties or celebration, 
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of President 
Barack Obama 
is Monday. De-
tails, Page A3
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The scene is the same at many 
gun stores: shelves that once held 
semiautomatic rifles, boxes of am-
munition and high-capacity maga-
zines are barren. Concealed-carry 
training classes are filled to ca-
pacity. And shooters have hit the 
gun ranges to pop off dozens of 
practice rounds. 

In Kentucky, like other states 
with lenient gun laws and an 
entrenched gun culture, people 
are rushing to stock up on rifles, 
handguns, spare clips and ammu-
nition. Prices are rising to meet 
the demand.

“It’s a scare. A big scare over 
a lot of political backwash,” said 
Michael Newsome, a 19-year-old 
gun enthusiast who spent Friday 
night shooting rounds at a Lex-
ington gun range. “But people are 
running out to buy this stuff, and 
companies are cashing in on it.”

As talk of stricter federal gun-
control laws heated up, the FBI 

recorded about 40,000 more fire-
arms background checks of Ken-
tuckians in December than the 
previous month. It was the most 
drastic month-to-month increase 
in the state since July 2006, when 
authorities began using the back-
ground check system to verify eli-
gibility of concealed-carry permit 
holders.

Data was not available for 
January, but gun shop owners say 
things have been busy. Days after 
President Barack Obama proposed 
a ban on assault rifles, AK-47s and 
AR-15s were hard to come by in 
Lexington. Only a few stores and 
pawn shops reported having them 
in stock Friday; prices ranged 

GUN RUSH
TALK OF NEW FEDERAL LAWS IN WAKE OF NEWTOWN MASSACRE HAS KENTUCKIANS 

STOCKING UP ON WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION … AND PRICES ARE SOARING

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com

Vance Simpson of Simpson Gun Shop in Nicholasville, left, worked with a handgun with Jim Breiner of Wilmore at the store Friday.
MARK CORNELISON | mcornelison@herald-leader.com
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The FBI tracks the number of firearms 
background checks in each state. Background 
checks are performed when a licensed dealer 
sells a weapon. In Kentucky, background checks 
are also performed routinely on concealed-carry 
license holders.
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Conceal and carry permit: A glance at 
how to obtain a CCDW permit.

“Guns Across America:” Gun rights 
supporters rally in Frankfort, other 
state capitals.

See GUNS, A2
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so here’s
the deal...

$10 for $20
at Quiznos

KentuckyOne Health is pleased to announce that Tony Smith, MD,
has relocated his practice in Richmond and opened a new office
at The Women’s Hospital at Saint Joseph East in Lexington.

Dr. Smith joins Avis Carr, MD, Elizabeth Elkinson, MD and
Kristi McKenzie, MD. This partnership will allow for a wider
variety of services for you and the assurance of quality care.
Dr. Smith will continue to offer obstetric and gynecologic
services at Baptist Care in Richmond and The Women’s
Hospital at Saint Joseph East in Lexington.

KentuckyOne Health Welcomes Dr. Tony Smith
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RICHMOND
1054 Center Drive, Suite 5
859.623.7800

LEXINGTON
170 N. Eagle Creek Drive, Suite 104
859.967.5848

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!


