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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

LOUISAA month ago,
debris covered the
Lawrence County hill-
sides where a tornado
ground homes into splin-
ters.
Today, people are get-

ting ready to rebuild.
Hope is returning to the
hollows. “It’s a slow
process, hauling all the

debris out,” said Judge-
Executive Tim Conley.
County trucks are mak-
ing trips several days a
week to pick up debris
and haul it to a landfill, he
said.
The county has been

getting a lot of  help from
a local company, Tri-Span
Construction, Conley
said. With heavy equip-

A slow
return

By TIM PRESTON
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BELLEFONTE As the for-
mer mayor of  Louisville,
Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson
knows a few things about
life in a river town.
Abramson praised

members of  the Ashland
Alliance during a lunch-

eon speech at Bellefonte
Country Club on Wednes-
day, citing “the impor-
tance of  working as a re-
gion” when it comes to
economic development.
“You guys are doing it

right,” Abramson said,
encouraging the alliance

Abramson
praises
teamwork
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MOREHEAD Exploring the
role of  energy in eastern
Kentucky will be at the cen-
ter of a conference on April
11 in Morehead.
The conference will ex-

amine the future of  fossil
fuels, alternative sources
and new technologies, ac-

cording to Johnathan Gay,
director of Morehead State
University’s West Liberty
Innovation Center.
“Energy is such an im-

portant economic driver in

our region,” Gay said.
“We’re looking at the eco-
nomics of it, where the jobs
will be.”
The event will start with

a panel discussion about

the future of energy in east-
ern Kentucky moderated
by Rodney Andrews, direc-
tor of  the Center for Ap-
plied Energy Research at
the University of Kentucky.
Panelists will include Pike
County coal operator Rusty
Justice, attorney Kevin
West and Jason Delambre,

Conference will explore
energy in east Kentucky
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LOUISA The Kentucky Public
Service Commission had a public
meeting here Wednesday to re-
ceive input on Kentucky Power

Co.’s proposed plan for financing
environmental upgrades at its Big
Sandy generating plant to comply
with new federal air quality man-
dates.
Kentucky Power is seeking ap-

proval from the PSC to pay for the

$940 million project with a sur-
charge on its customers’ monthly
electric bills. For a household us-
ing 10,000 kilowatt hours of  elec-
tricity a month, that would mean
a bill increase of  roughly 30 per-
cent, or $32 a month, beginning in

2016, said Andrew Melynkovych,
the PSC’s communications direc-
tor.
According to Melynkovych, the

state statute under which Ken-
tucky Power is seeking to assess
the surcharge was enacted in 1992,

in response to the federal Clean
Air Act. The law was intended to
allow utilities to streamline the
process of  recovering the cost of
installing scrubbers at coal-fired

Hearing on power financing plan

Hopping right in
Hope easing back as
Lawrence residents
prepare to rebuild

A MONTH AFTER
TORNADOES:

Easter:
A class of three- and four-year olds from Ashland Child 

Development Center went on an egg hunt and visited with
the Easter Bunny in Central Park on Wednesday.
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RIGHT: Whitley Rose, 4, puts an Easter egg in her bag 

without losing stride in her search for more.

Surcharge would result in 30 percent hike in electric bills

VOTTO GETS AN EVEN DOZEN
Reds All-Star inked through 2024; season opens today / B1

Morehead State event to start discussion about future
“We’re looking at the economics
of it, where the jobs will be.”

Johnathan Gay, director of MSU’s West Liberty Innovation Center
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Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson talks to Sue Dowdy of the Ash-
land Area Convention & Visitors Bureau during a lunch-
eon at Bellefonte Country Club on Wednesday.

SeeRETURN / Page A10


