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Push for hemp gains speed
Legislators, ag commissioner say it benefits farmers, state

Farmer returns 2 laptops to state, 2 still missing
Newspapers learn of $500,000 in state property that cannot be accounted for by agriculture department

Detectors 
up at KSU 
game after 
player shot
Bandaged Dawson was 
at last night’s game
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Should teacher evaluations 
be based partly on student 
performance?
Yes, 78% No, 21%
Total votes: 155
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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Grading teachers
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Rep. Richard Henderson, D-Jeffersonville, talks about the posi-
tive economical impact industrial hemp could have in Kentucky 
during a rally Thursday in the Capitol Rotunda. At left is Agri-
culture Commissioner James Comer, a Republican who supports 
Henderson’s legislation.

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Citing its potential as a 
cash crop for Kentucky farm-
ers, lawmakers fi led a bill to 
make industrial hemp, the 
botanical cousin of marijua-
na, legal to harvest.

But federal law must 
change before the bill can be 
enacted – if it clears legisla-

tive hurdles.
Supported by Agriculture 

Commissioner James Com-
er and legislators from both 
parties, the bill would de-
criminalize industrial hemp 
and authorize the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to hand 
out one-year licenses for 
hemp production.

“It sends a message that 
this is something we’re se-

rious about in Kentucky,” 
Comer told reporters after a 
press conference Thursday 
announcing the bill. He not-
ed that Kentucky has a long 
history with hemp.

“Once this passes Ken-
tucky, then I’m going to go to 
Washington, D.C., with our 
federal delegation, and we’re 
going to try to get a permit to 
be a pilot project state here 

in Kentucky.” 
He said the Department 

of Agriculture, the state’s 
largest regulatory agency, is 
equipped to oversee a state-
wide industrial hemp pro-
gram.

Under the proposal, fi led 
by Rep. Richard Henderson, 
D-Jeffersonville, licensed 

See HEMP, A7

KSU splits 
with Albany St.
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Frankfort High School senior Danielle Setters, 17, has organized an anti-bullying rally for her senior project. The rally is today from 
5-7 p.m. at the high school auditorium. 

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A 
Frank fort teen 
thinks a “bully-
free capital” is 
within reach – if 

the community bands to-
gether to make it happen.

Danielle Setters, a 17-

year-old senior at Frankfort 
High School, has organized a 
rally this afternoon to share 
stories, information and tips 
for eliminating bullying in 
local schools.

“I wanted for the whole 
community to get together 
and say, ‘This is what bul-

lying is, it needs to stop and 
this is how we can do it,’” she 
said, sitting in the hallway at 
school earlier this week.

The effort is part of Set-
ters’ yearlong senior proj-
ect, a requirement to gradu-
ate from FHS. Students pick 
a topic, write a 10-page re-

search paper, do a project 
and present their work to a 
panel of judges.

Setters, the daughter of 
Carol and Sherman Setters, 
says she picked bullying be-
cause she thought her work 

Senior rallies school to stop bullying

See BULLYING, A7

STAFF AND WIRE REPORT

A lawyer for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture says 
former commissioner Rich-
ie Farmer has returned two 
laptop computers that had 
been issued to him in 2010.

Holly VonLuehrte, gen-
eral counsel for the agency, 

told the Lexington Herald-
Leader that Farmer also re-
turned a Dell monitor and 
an HP printer Tuesday.

Two of Farmer’s laptops 
and two GPS units are still 
missing, the newspaper 
said.

A review of records by the 

Herald-Leader and The Cou-
rier-Journal found that about 
$500,000 in state property 
cannot be accounted for by 
the department.

Records show that more 
than 100 state computers are 
missing.

New Agriculture Com-

missioner James Comer an-
nounced last week that he 
requested a sweeping audit 
of the department from state 
Auditor Adam Edelen.

“We have some items 
in secure storage at the re-
quest of the Department of 
Agriculture,” Tom Bennett, 

Edelen’s chief of staff, told 
the Herald-Leader. He said 
to his knowledge, auditors 
hadn’t interviewed Farmer.

Both Comer’s and Edel-
en’s offi ces have declined to 
elaborate on the matter be-
cause the audit is ongoing. 
It’s expected to take about 

six weeks.
Comer asked for the audit 

after questions arose about 
spending on state credit 
cards, travel vouchers and 
time sheets arose during his 
transition into the job.

The department will pay 
up to $15,000 for the audit.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Offi ce of Educational 
Outreach and the Green So-
ciety at Kentucky State Uni-
versity have launched a fund-
raiser to benefi t the revital-
ization project at Green Hill 
Cemetery. 

Offi ce representatives will 
collect unwanted comput-
ers, cell phones, ink cartridg-

es and other items through 
Earth Day on April 22. 

The money raised will go 
toward clearing the fence 
line, installing new fencing, 
restoring the Civil War Me-
morial and other markers, 
and repairing the retain-
ing wall along the East Main 
Street sidewalk.

Irma Johnson, KSU’s com-
munity outreach coordinator, 

says she was telling new stu-
dents about Frankfort land-
marks when Daniel Boone’s 
grave came up in conversa-
tion.

She mentioned there was 
another historic cemetery in 
Frankfort, Green Hill Cem-
etery, which is listed on the 
National Historic Register, 
and the students wanted to 

See CEMETERY, A8
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Donna Fowler takes a moment to read the names on the 
Colored Soldiers Monument at Green Hill Cemetery during 
this year’s 9/11 Walk of Remembrance in September. 

Funds from recycled electronics 
will go to revitalize cemetery
It’s home to unique monument honoring black soldiers

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

One day after a Kentucky 
State University basketball 
player was shot at his girl-
friend’s apartment, cam-
pus offi cials played it safe 
and had those who attend-
ed Thursday night’s KSU 
men and women’s basket-
ball games go through met-
al detectors.

Patrick Dawson, 22, 
who was shot around 4 
a.m. Wednesday at his 
girlfriend’s apartment on 
Landings Drive, walked out 
with the men’s team as they 
were announced before 
Thursday’s game. He was 
wearing street clothes and 
had a large bandage on his 

chin. 
Although it was origi-

nally reported Dawson was 
shot out-
side the 
a p a r t -
ment, Maj. 
Fred Dea-
ton of the 
Frankfort 
Police De-
partment 
told The 
State Jour-
nal Daw-
son was inside the apart-
ment when a bullet struck 
him in the shoulder. 

After he was hit, Dawson 
was driven to Frankfort Re-
gional Medical Center with 

Patrick Dawson

See DETECTORS, A7


