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Fair board, Fiscal Court battle over terms
Judge wants waterway mentioned in new lease, board charges him with micromanaging
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WEEKLY POLL: Cable TV rates
Should the Frankfort Plant Board drop some cable channels to 
hold down rates?   Yes, 78%  No, 22%  Total votes: 100

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
UK women take on UConn tonight.

>>LOCAL, A5
Negotiators try to reach compromise 
on state spending priorities.
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BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

It all started with some-
thing that wasn’t there.

And it’s brought out a 
contentious relationship be-
tween Fiscal Court and the 
Franklin County Fair Board, 
with a 20-year lease for the 

Franklin County Fair, up for 
renewal this year, caught in 
the middle. 

For nearly 20 years, the 
fair board has been put-
ting on the county fair at 
Lakeview Park. It wasn’t un-
til about a year ago that the 
board learned it had been 

setting up the fair’s most 
popular attraction in the 
middle of a stream.

To the naked eye, it’s a 
fi eld. For a week in July, it’s 
the fair’s motorcross arena. 

And according to a string 
of blue dashes and dots on a 
U.S. Geological Survey map, 

it’s an “intermittent blue line 
stream,” a waterway that 
comes and goes from time 
to time.

Over the past year, those 
blue dashes have caused a 
constant debate between the 
fair board and Fiscal Court, 
as the two entities tried to fi -

nalize a lease renewal for the 
Franklin County Fair before 
it expires this September. 

This year’s fair will go on 
as planned, but Fiscal Court 
wants the stream mentioned 
in the new lease to abide by 
federal and state regula-
tions. The fair board says the 

court’s trying to microman-
age it over something mem-
bers don’t believe exists.

“In the past years, there’s 
been issues come up … and 
the fair board and the court 
… worked it all out,” said 
board member and former 

BY OSKAR GARCIA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAS VEGAS (AP) – Sin City 
casinos are sticking with 
Kentucky and Ohio State as 
Final Four favorites and still 
think the Wildcats have by 
far the best shot of winning 
the NCAA title.

Odds put out  by Nevada 
casinos after the matchups 
were set show they think 
Kentucky – the No. 1 seed 

overall in the tournament – 
has a 52 percent shot at the 
title despite needing to win 
two more games, gambling 
expert RJ Bell of Pregame.

com told The Associated 
Press.

“Clearly, Kentucky feels 
like a significant favorite,” 
Bell said.

Casinos believe Ohio State 
has a 25 percent chance, 
Kansas a 15 percent chance 
and Louisville an 8 percent 
chance, Bell said.

Cantor Gaming, which 
operates six sports books 
in Las Vegas and shares its 

lines with the vast majority 
of Nevada’s 186 sports books, 
made Kentucky a 9.5-point 
favorite over Louisville and 
Ohio State a 3-point favorite 
over Kansas for Saturday’s 
semifi nals.

Mike Colbert, Cantor’s 
risk management director, 
said early wagers including 
several bettors gambling 
$10,000 each on Louisville 
pushed Kentucky down to a 

9-point favorite. But he said 
he expects Wildcat bets to 
come later in the week.

“Kentucky, to me, is still 
basically a pro team out 
there. They put fi ve guys that 
are going to play in the NBA 
on the fl oor basically at all 
times,” Colbert said.

Kentucky’s odds over 
Louisville are the widest 
gap between two teams in 
a semifi nal matchup since 

1999, Bell said.
Bell said 17 of 27 cham-

pions have been No. 1 seeds 
since 1985, when the tourna-
ment expanded to 64 teams.

Officials say that of 5.1 
million brackets filled out 
on CBSSports.com, just over 
4 million – nearly 79 percent 
– picked Kentucky to get to 
the Final Four. More than 43 
percent picked the Wildcats 
to win the title.

Vegas gamblers pick Kentucky as the team with the best shot
Wildcats’ odds over Louisville are the widest gap between 2 teams in a semifinal matchup since 1999
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• Pitino and Calipari: War 
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• Russ Smith both 
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SELLERSBURG, Ind. (AP) – The 
Frankfort native who lost parts of 
both legs while protecting her two 
children from a tornado is heading 
home.

Stephanie Decker, who now lives 
in Henryville, was released from 
a southern Indiana rehabilitation 
hospital Monday.

The 36-year-old woman told The 
Courier-Journal that she was excited 
to go home and not remain stuck in 
a bed.

Storm debris crushed Decker’s 
legs as she covered her children with 
her body during the March 2 storm. 
Doctors amputated one leg above 
the knee and the other above the 
ankle.

Her family’s home in Henryville 
was destroyed. The Deckers will 
now live in a home in Sellersburg 
that they had been renting out.

Volunteers are making it acces-
sible for Decker by installing a bed-
room and bathroom on the first 
fl oor.

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Retired coal executive Mike Tem-
pleman will be on the city’s radar for 
the next 18 months as he renovates 
the St. Clair parking garage to make 
it fi t for use.

According to the city’s specifi ca-
tions, he must have the garage open 
by Sept. 30, 2013, with approximate-
ly 180 spaces available – 35 will be 
reserved at no charge for employ-
ees and patrons of the new Franklin 
County Judicial Center.

CITY COMMISSION

See FAIR, A8

Stirling “Buddy” 
Sampson answers 
a question dur-
ing the Franklin 
County High 
School principal 
selection forum 
at the high school 
Monday night. 
Sampson was 
selected shortly 
after.

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM                

Stirling “Buddy” Sampson listens as Todd Wilson answers a question Monday.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

S
tirling “Buddy” Sampson, 
who during a public fo-
rum Monday touted his 
ability to connect with 

kids and prepare them for the fu-
ture, will become Franklin Coun-
ty High School’s next principal.

Sampson, 31, principal of Trim-
ble County High School, will re-
place longtime principal Sharon 
Collett on July 1. 

Members of the school coun-
cil – with the exception of Collett, 
who is prohibited by law from 
participating – selected Sampson 
after a 45-minute closed session 
discussion Monday night. Super-
intendent Harrie Buecker served 
as chairwoman of the group.

The announcement followed 
a public forum for Sampson and 
another finalist, Montgomery 
County High School Principal 
Todd Wilson, that drew about 50, 
mostly teachers and parents.

Sampson told the audience 
that he’s young, but the experi-

ence he lacks in years is made up 
for by enthusiastic participation 
in professional groups and lead-
ership positions. 

He said the focus at Trimble 
County High School is preparing 
students for college or careers af-
ter they graduate.

“I’m a fi rm believer that high 
school exists to help kids learn 
who they are as individuals, but 
also to prepare them to be able 

to be self-suffi cient, contributing 
members of society upon leaving 
high school,” he said.

He said the focus has been too 
much on just earning a diploma 
since passage of the Kentucky 
Education Reform Act more than 
20 years ago.

“Upon graduating, they were 
kind of inept, a lot of our students, 
to be able to function afterward, 
and our poverty rates continued 

to increase,” he said.
Since 2008, Trimble County’s 

average score on the ACT col-
lege entrance exam has climbed 
from 16.9 on a 36-point scale to 
21. Sampson says he researched 
the local job market to expose 
kids to the tough reality of fi nd-
ing a job without an education – it 
gave kids a reason to succeed in 
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PRINCIPAL 
CHOSEN 
FOR FCHS
31-year-old says 
his enthusiasm 
makes up for 
inexperience

Hero mom 
returns home

Renovations 
of garage 
will be closely 
watched 

See GARAGE, A7


