
MISCEUWEOUS.
By Judge E. H. Bennett.

LEGAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF
FARMERS. (Continued.)

A farmer's LIABILITY FOR HIS ANIMALS.

Passing from the subject of cattle
straying away, and doing damage on
other people's grounds, we have next
to consider how far the farmer is liable
for their good behavior in the public
streets, or even on his own premises.
It is clear enough that, if a vicious
horse by the city sidewalk suddenly
nips a piece out of your coat sleeve as
you are passing by, and his owner
knew his habits, he is bound to pay the
tailor's bill; whereas if he only frightens
you, and makes you jump, you have no
redress, for that is what the law calls
damnum absque injuria. That is an in-

nocent expression in itself ; but, if you
give an excited utterance to it, a by-

stander might think you were indulging
in forbidden language

It may not be generally understood
that if a man turns his animals loose
into the public highway, and they there
injure the person or property ot an
other lawfully using the way, the own
er is responsible for all damages they
may do, whether he knew they had any
dangerous disposition or not. He had
no right to let his cattle run loose in the
public highway. In one instance a
man let his horse go out to feed in a
public place, where some very young
children where playing, and some of
them began to switch him, whereupon
he turned and kicked one of them so
that he died, and the owner was con
victed of manslaughter. Had he
known the animal was dangerous, it
might have even been more serious
with him, since, in the Mosaic law, it
was declared that if the owner of an
ox knew that it pushed with its horn,
and did not keep it in, and it killed a
man' or woman, not only the ox, but
also the owner, was put to death.

And now as to his liability for ani
mals on his own premises. Every
owner of a dangerous or vicious ani-

mal known to be such is liable for all
injury he may do to another, even
though the latter is at the time tres
passing on the former s premises. If,
therefore, a man, while hunting
throueh vour woods on Sunday, is at
tacked and bitten by your savage dog
you must pay for the pound of flesh,
although you did not set him on. You
should have posted up an advertise-
ment from St. Paul Beware of Dogs.
And in like manner, if a boy, while
robbing an orchard, is tossed by a
vicious bull into the boughs of an ap
ple tree overhead, the owner is as much
liable in law to pay for the boy's torn
trousers as if he had received the same
salutation when boldly coming up the
path in broad daylight to call on the
farmer's youngest daugher.

in one instance a farmer, who was
much annoyed by strolling fishermen,
put a savage bull into the lot along the
stream. On his neighbors remonstrat-
ing with him that he ought to give them
notice what kind of animal he was, he
remarked, "The fellow would give
them notice enough himself;" but, as
his notice was too brief, the farmer
had to pay five hundred dollars for two
broken ribs.

But this extreme and severe liability
absolutely depends upon the fact
whether the owner of the animal had
any previous knowledge of the brute's
warlike disposition. If so, the mere
keeping of such an animal unconfined
is itself, in law, deemed culpable neg-
ligence. If he did not know the fact,
some other form of negligence is es-

sential in order to make an owner of
an animal liable for his conduct while
on the owner's premises, or while law-

fully in the highway under the care of
a keeper.

For this reason, if a man's horse runs
away in the street, and injures some
one, or breaks a carriage, the owner is
not liable, unless he carelessly left him
unhitched, or was guilty of some other
negligence. The n6t uncommon opin-
ion to the contrary is quite erroneous.

DOGS.
The question of liability for and pro-

tection against dogs has been a perplex-
ing one from earliest times. The laws
of Solon undoubtedly the wisest law-

giver of his age declared that, if any
dog bit a person, he should be deliv-
ered up, and bound to a log of wood
four cubits long; and the Romans also
adopted the same law in their " Twelve
Tables ;" while an early law in Wales
provided that, after a dog had bitten
three persons, he should be first tied to
his master's leg and then killed.

Owing to the naturally wild and fierce
disposition of dogs, it has not been
generally thought necessary by legisla-
tors, in order to make the owner liable,
to prove he actually knew the dog was
accustomed to bite, as it is in the case
of other domestic animals. The law
presumes that the son of every Puritan
farmer in Massachusetts has been

brought up from boyhood to repeat
those lines of good old Dr. Watts :

" Let dogs delight to bark and bite,
For 'tis their nature to."

Accordingly the owner is liable, if
they do, whether his education on this
point has been neglected or not. And
not only so, he must with us pay
double damages for the pleasure of
keeping such animals; and, after actual
notice of his disposition, the damages
may be increased threefold. And so
comprehensive is this law, that if your
dog rushes out into the street and in
mere play jumps at a horse's head
whereby he is frightened and runs
away, breaking the carriage, and per-
haps the limbs of the occupants, you
are responsible for double the amount
of the entire damage, though it amount
to several thousand dollars; for the lia-

bility of the owner is not limited to
damages from the bite of a dog, but ex-

tends to any direct injury, however
caused.

Again : if your dog is at large, al-

though he is a good-nature- d Newfound-
land, and, being teased and irritated by
young children at play, turns upon
them, and bites one of them severely,
you may be liable to heavy damages,
although the dog was never known to
bite before ; and this is so, although the
dog is duly licensed and collared. The
object of the dog tax was not to ex-

empt the owner of a dog, when known,
from his former liability for all his dog's
mischief, but to provide a fund for the
remuneration of the farmer, when the
owner was not known or was not pecu-
niarily responsible. Accordingly, any
man whose animals are injured by a dog
may now have either mode of redress
he may file his claim with the select-
men, and take simply the amount of
damages he may have sustained ; or ne
may go for the owner of the dog, and
get double damages, if he can ; but he
can not try both methods. If he is
paid his simple damage out of the dog
tax, the county may compel the owner
of the guilty dog to refund the amount
paid out. If he is injured in his own
person, his only remedy for remunera-
tion is against the owner of the dog.
The " dog law " does not include inju
ries to man, but only to his domestic
animals. Perhaps it should be extend
ed in this respect.

But no man is obliged to wait until
the mischief is done, and then seek re
dress by the laws delay. You may
take the law into your own hands, and
kill any dog, licensed or not, that sud
denly assaults you while peaceably
walking or riding in the public streets;
and so you may if the dog is found out
of the inclosure or care of the owner,
wounding, worrying, or killing any
neat cattle, sheep or lambs.

If a dog is not licensed, your right
to kill him is much broader. The law
says you may kill him "whenever or
wherever found. J hese are its exact
words. But if you think this author
izes you to kill him on his owner s

premises, and you should pursue him
into his owner's house and there kill
him, contrary to his master's wishes,
you might find out your mistake by be-

ing compelled to pay, not only the full
value of the dog, but also for unlaw
fully entering the owner s premises
" Whenever and wherever found, ':

therefore, don't mean exactly what it
says. Such are the quirks of the law,
Some people call it a sort of "hocus
pocus science;" though don't.

Again : do not think that, because
you can openly and publicly shoot an
unlicensed dog which is hanging around
your premises annoying your family,
you can, therefore, poison him; for
that kind of physic is not to be thrown
even to dogs, and the mere exposing of
any poison for that purpose, whether
the dog touches it or not, may cost you
fifty dollars and the costs of prosecu-
tion. And this is very moderate, con
sidering that, for the malicious poison
ing of some other domestic animals- -

even a sucking call you may obtain a
free residence in that splendid new
State building at Concord for fiveyears
that is. unless vou see fit to break out
before that time !

Thus much for the law of dogs. And
the only crumb of consolation I can of-

fer on this subject is this: if two dogs,
yours and your neighbor's, go off on a
joint ra;d on a flock of sheep, you are
bound to pay only for those your dog
killed, and not the others, if anybody
can find out which was which ; where-
as, if the two owners of the dogs go out
together to rob a melon patch, one is
liable for all the melons carried away,
although the other ate them all ; so that
in one respect the law seems to lavor
the dogs. On the other hand, as a man
is not liable for any sheep, fowls, or
other things which his mischievous
boys wantonly kill when coming home
from an unsuccesstul hunt, in this re
spect again the law is rather against the
dogs. To be continued.

A very precise young lady speaks
of her brother s "boot-john.- "

GENERAL, NEWS.
The total annual rents of the farms of

Great Britain amount to $350,000,000.
The comptroller of Texas has decided

that the tax on commercial travelers will take
effect on the 1st of September.

Ihe corn crop ot Illinois tor the year 1879
is estimated at 275,000,000 bushels, against
250,057,000 bushels for 1878.

The number of newspapers in the United
States has increased since January of the cur
rent year trom 8,703 to 9,153.

The amount of fractional silver in the
treasury on August 1 was $12,731,766, against
$8,903,401 on July 1 and $6,813,589 on June 1.

The Masters' Association of Lancashire
are discussing the necessity of a further re-

duction of 10 per cent, in the wages of cotton
operatives.

The production of butter and cheese in
this country is said to be four times greater in
value than'the total yield of our gold and sil-

ver mines.
During the years 1878-- 9 the foreign fire

insurance companies paid risks to the amount
of $5,000,000, as compared with $3,000,000
for the year before.

Total clearances of coffee from Brazil for
the crop year ending June 30 .vere 4,574,584
bags, of which the United States receiveG
2,277,900 basis.

On August 7 the Exchange bank of
Montreal suspended, owing over $900,000. It
was established in 1872, with a paid up capital
of $1,000,000.

The total collections of internal revenue
during the fiscal year .ending June 30 were
$113,448,830. The average cost of collection
was less than 3e. '

Since January 1, the imports of dry
goods at the port of New York have been
$50,547,412, against $43,170,854 for same time
in 1878.

Pretty nearly every foot of ground east
of Leadville has now been taken up, and al-

most every favorite location has at least two
claimants.

According to the London Times, there
will be a shortage in the value of hay and
other fodder crops in England and Wales this
season, of many millions of pounds.

The wheat ?rop of California is estimated
at 33,000,000 bushels, and that of Oregon at
5,600,000 bushels. The Pacific coast this year
will have 20,000,000 bushels of wheat for ex-

port.
Since June 1 the exports of domestic dry

goods have been 92,703 packages, of a total
value of $5,600,757, against 77,905 packages
of a total value of $4,777,086 for the same
ime last year.

It is estimated that over 2,500,000 people
have taken up homes in the West and South
in the past five years. Of this number, not
over 600,000 can possibly have been supplied
by foreign immigration.

As the United States now has about
90,000 miles of railroad, the consumption
of timber for ties is enormous, now amounting
to 40,000,000 annually equal to thirty years'
growth of 75,000 acres.

At Chicago the receipts of hogs for the
seven months of this year have been 3,714,-28-

against 3,484,483 for the same time last
year. The receipts of cattle were 677,043.
against 608,701 last year.

The next semi-annu- meeting of the
Agricultural Congress will be held in Roch
ester, N. Y., September 15. Questions of
agriculture, education, science and economy
will be discussed.

The year 1879 will show a great falling
off in gold and silver production compared
with last year. Last year the total was
$95,000,000, and it is thought it will not ex-

ceed $65,000,000 this year.
Official reports from Paris, August 6,

state that the grain in the south of France
has been harvested in an excellent condition,
and that in the north and west good average
crops may be expected.

Since January 1 the exports of butter
from New York have been 18,814,920 lbs,
against 11,584,975 for the same time last year.
The exports of cheese were 81,925,576 lbs,
against 81,330,691 lbs last year.

Foreign advices report a falling off of
one-thir- d in the Indian cotton trade. The
exports for the year ending June, 1879, were
over 646,649 bales as compared with 919,413
bales in 1877-8- .

Within the past half dozen years the im-

portation of crockery has decreased fully 50
per cent. The steadily improving quality of
tne American article is rapidly driving Eng-
lish goods out of the market.

The population of Kansas is rapidly in-

creasing. It is estimated that at least 100,000
immigrants have moved into that State since
January 1, and that the total population now
approximates 1,000,000.

The quarantine against neat cattle from
abroad has been raised. Live cattle can now
be imported from any European port, though
in case such cattle show signs of disease the
fact must be reported to the department.

Last Tuesday the miners of the Moss
Bank (111.) mines struck for an advance of
10c per ton. They were receiving 65c. The
mines have been temporarily closed ; the op
erators refusing to accede to tneir demands.

Crop reports from Germany and Russia
continue unfavorable, the former having suf-
fered from continuous rains. It looks as
though America would be called upon to feed
Germany, as well as England and France.

A new gum, made from the milky sap of
a tree ot South American growth, and said to
be the superior of caoutchoc, has been dis
covered. It stands a much higher degree of
heat before melting than ordinary India rub-
ber.

In the month of July the product of
Michigan salt was 232,608 barrels, which ex-

ceeds the product of any previous month in
the history of the trade. The total product for
1879 will closely approximate 2,000,000 bar-
rels.

A contract has just been let for the lum-

bering of a large tract of pine land in Grand
Traverse county, Michigan. The tract be-

longs to the heirs of the late Erastus Corning,
and it is estimated that it will cut 150,000,000
feet of good quality of pine. The lumber
will be shipped to Albany, New York.

The quantity of Californian, Chilian,
Russian and Australian wheat on the pas-
sage to the United Kingdom, is very
considerable; with the addition of 500,000
quarters of American red makes it, a total
of over 1,500,000 quarters, against 600,000
for the same period of last year. Prices
abroad are depressed in consequence.
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FOR THE YEAR 1879.

PREMIUMS FOR CLUBS
The great success of our premium offers last winter warrants

the publisher in presenting the following List of Premiums for
1879:

To any person getting up the number of names for a specified
premium we will forward, according to his direction, the article call-

ed for. Subscriptions must be for one year. Renewals can
be included. All subscriptions for these premiums, unless other
wise stated, may be at $1.50 each per year. Names may be sent
one, two or more as taken, and notice given of intention to try for
premiums so that a record of them may be kept.

REGULAR STANDING PREMIUMS.
.A. CLUB OP

EIGHTY subscribers at $1.50 each will secure for the one who gets it up

A Shorthorn Bull Calf
SEVENTY subscribers will secure

A Jersey Bull Calf
SIXTY subscribers will secure

A Pair of Fine Cotswold Ewes
FIFTY subscribers will secure

A Fine Cotswold Ram
FIFTY subscribers will secure

A Ladies' Gold Double Case Watch.
FORTY subscribers will secure

A Pure Southdown Ram.
FORTY subscribers will secure

A Pair of Poland-Chin- a Pigs (Boar and Sow)
FORTY subscribers will secure

A Pair of Berkshire Pigs (Boar and Sow)
FORTY subscribers will secure

A Good Sewing Machine
FORTY subscribers will secure

A Pair of Jersey Red Pigs (Boar and Sow).
THIRTY subscribers will secure

A Fine Saddle Worth $12.
THIRTY subscribers will secure

A Complete Set of Buggy Harness.
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Fine Berkshire Pig (either sex).
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Fine Poland-Chin- a Pig (either sex).
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Fine Jersey Red Pig (either sex).
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Two-hors- e Gale Chilled Plow.
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Two-hors- e Oliver Chilled Plow.
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Two-hors- e Brinly Plow.
TWENTY subscribers will secure

A Gents' Silver Hunting Case Watch.
Fully warranted by Otis W. Snyder, Jeweler, Louisville.

EIGHTEEN subscribers will secure
A Trio of Plymouth Rock Fowls.

EIGHTEEN subscribers will secure

A Trio of Light or Dark Brahma Fowls.
EIGHTEEN subscribers will secure

A Pair of Bronze Turkeys.
EIGHTEEN subscribers will secure

A Trio of Buff Cochin Fowls.
EIGHTEEN subscribers will secure

Webster's Illustrated Unabridged Dictionary.
TWELVE subscribers will secure

A Pair of Light or Dark Brahma Fowls.
TWELVE subscribers will secure

A Pair of Buff Cochin Fowls.
TWELVE subscribers will secure

A Pair of Plymouth Rock Fowls.
TEN subscribers will secure

A Family Bible Worth $9.
TEN subscribers will secure

A Forty-knif- e Cutting Box.
TEN subscribers will secure

A Set of Solid Silver Teaspoons.
TEN subscribers will secure

$5 worth of Strawberry or Raspberry Plants.
From the Nursery of J. Decker.

TEN subscribers will secure an order for
$5 worth of Nursery Stock

From S. L. Gaar's Nursery, Anchorage.
FIVE subscribers will secure

One of E. Brown's Celebrated Pruning Knives.
FIVE subscribers will secure

A Copy of Thomas' American Fruit CuJturist.
FIVE subscribers will secure

$2 worth of Flower or Garden Seed.
THREE subscribers will secure

One Copy of Ropp's Easy Calculator.
TWO subscribers, at $3.00 for the two, will secure

A Solid Silver Thimble (any size.)


