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pick, who lives in Lexington 
with his wife and two sons, 
and talked about everything 
from Kentucky’s youth, to 
what it’s like to play quar-
terback as a freshman in the 
Southeastern Conference to 
whether or not Joker Phillips 
should be the Cats’ coach 
next season.

Below are excerpts from 
that chat:

Question: As a Kentucky 
guy, was it difficult to not 
only watch but also to call 
that 49-7 loss to Arkansas 
last week?

Answer: “Obviously I have 
a lot of ties to Kentucky, 
grew up a Kentucky fan and 
played there. I feel for them 
because they’re so young. 
They’re a group of freshmen 
out there playing. It’s hard 
for me to criticize a group 
of guys who didn’t expect to 
be on the field. The coaches 
didn’t expect for them to be 
on the field in that role, in 
starting roles.

“They’re out there playing 
major roles at major positions 
and I feel for them in that 
way and have a little sympa-
thy for them.”

Q: You’ve had the experi-
ence of playing quarterback 
as a true freshman in the 
SEC. Are there words to 
describe what that’s like?

A: “It’s extremely tough. 
The biggest thing about play-
ing quarterback in the SEC, 
especially as a young guy, 
is you have to have talent 
around you to be successful. 
It’s tough on any freshman 
quarterback, I don’t care who 
you are, and if you don’t have 

the supporting cast, I don’t 
care who you are, it’s hard to 
be successful.”

Q: It seems like it’s 
been especially difficult for 
freshman quarterback Jalen 
Whitlow …

A: “Right now, Kentucky’s 
struggling to run the foot-
ball. They’re not getting any 
help on the defensive side 
of the ball. They’re getting 
a ton of points put up on 
them. So Jalen’s pressing 
a little bit and it’s hard on 
him as a freshman to go out 
there and make plays. You 
have to have that running 
game take the pressure off of 
you, and it’s not happening 
for him.”

Q: You’ve been around a 
lot of programs and called a 
lot of games, can you ever 
remember a string of injuries 
like Kentucky has had this 
season?

A: “I’ve been thinking 
about that since last week,  
and I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen it quite as bad, es-
pecially at one particular 
position, like that safety 
position, which has just been 
decimated. … It’s just been 
an unfortunate string of bad 
luck for them. I’ve never seen 
anything like it really.”

Q: There’s been a lot 
of talk about whether or 

not Kentucky should look 
for a new coach. Have you 
weighed in on that at all?

A: “I really don’t get into 
it. I try not to get into that 
until it’s time. When things 
are going bad, that’s the talk 
of the town and everybody 
wants to get rid of the coach. 
But I don’t think that’s neces-
sarily always the best move. 
I’m not saying it’s not the 
best move here. I’m not really 
sure.

“I don’t really cover Ken-
tucky. I cover other teams 
and I’m on the road, not 
really that close to the pro-
gram right now. It’s tough on 
whoever’s going to be here 
with all of these young guys. 
In my opinion, it wouldn’t 
really matter who’s coaching 
right now. With these young 
guys, you’re not going to see 
much of a difference. Maybe 
down the road, when these 

young guys are juniors and 
seniors and they’ve had all of 
this experience they’re get-
ting now, then it will pay off. 
Right now, it would be tough 
on anyone.”

Q: What’s it like for you 
to return to Commonwealth 
Stadium? What do you think 
about when you walk in 
there?

A: “The memories. My 
dad, who passed away a few 
years ago, used to always 
take me to the games when 
I was a kid, so probably just 
all those memories of going 
to games and then playing 
there. All those come back 
when you walk back into the 
stadium. It’s a really cool 
place for me to go back to.”
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UK FOOTBALL Former Ken-
tucky quar-
terback Tim 
Couch, here 
in 1997, said 
he can’t think 
of a string of 
injuries to top 
UK’s.
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If football ticket sales 
lag in 2013, it won’t be be-
cause of Kentucky’s schedule, 
which features some big-name 
matchups at home.

Shortly after the South-
eastern Conference released 
next season’s slate of games 
Thursday, UK announced its 
own full football schedule, 
which includes marquee home 
games against Alabama, Flor-
ida, Missouri, Tennessee and 
Louisville.

Kentucky will open its sea-
son Aug. 31 against Western 
Kentucky at Nashville’s LP 
Field, marking the sixth time 
the Cats have played in an 
NFL stadium.

Following the season 
opener, the Cats have three 
straight home games, starting 
with Miami (Ohio) on Sept. 
7 and Louisville on Sept. 14. 
After an open week, UK will 
open its SEC schedule by 
playing host to Florida on 
Sept. 28 before traveling to 
South Carolina on Oct. 5.

Alabama will be at Com-
monwealth Stadium on Oct. 
12. Kentucky is 2-35-1 all-time 
against the Crimson Tide, 
with the last win coming in 
1997.

Another team from the 
state of Alabama, first-time op-
ponent Alabama State (Nov. 
2), will be sandwiched be-
tween SEC games at Missis-

sippi State (Oct. 26) and home 
against Missouri (Nov. 9).

Two of Kentucky’s final 
three games are on the road 
next season, with back-to-
back contests at Vanderbilt 
(Nov. 16) and Georgia (Nov. 
23).

The Cats’ regular season 
will end in Lexington on Nov. 
30 against Tennessee.

UK’s two open dates fall 
on Sept. 21 and Oct. 19.

In its news release, the 
SEC office noted that the new 
schedule represents a “bridge 
schedule,” which is not based 
on previous or future schedul-
ing formats. It has been used 
as the league works out how 
it wants to proceed since Tex-
as A&M and Missouri were 
added to the league.

The SEC plans to finalize 
a permanent rotation of cross-
division opponents in 2014 af-
ter athletic directors meet in 
the spring.

“As we began working on 
the 2013 football schedule, it 
became apparent that the con-
ference would need another 
year of the ‘bridge’ schedule 
to make everything work,” 
SEC Commissioner Mike 
Slive said.

The eight-game conference 
schedules have six games 
played inside the division and 
two games against teams from 
the opposite division.

Injury report
Safety Ashely Lowery 

(concussion) will play on Sat-
urday against Georgia after 
he “did everything that we 
needed him to do to show us 
that he can play,” Kentucky 
Coach Joker Phillips said.

Senior safety Martavius 
Neloms (hamstring) is doubt-
ful, but not completely ruled 
out.  He “did very little today, 
but he’s got 48 hours, espe-
cially with a late game, so 
we’ll take a look at him and 
see,” Phillips said.

Senior cornerback Cartier 
Rice (hip flexor) will be able 
to play as well.

Freshman quarterback 
Patrick Towles (high ankle 
sprain) remains highly un-
likely for Saturday. “He did a 
good job of signaling today,” 

Phillips said. “That’s about all 
he did.”

Sanders will honor friend
Junior running back Ray-

mond Sanders will change 
his uniform number for the 
Georgia game, opting to wear 
No. 26 instead of No. 4, as 
a tribute to senior running 
back CoShik Williams, who 
will miss the rest of the sea-
son with a hip injury. “It’s a 
chance to honor him with his 
buddy wearing it,” Phillips 
said of Sanders, adding that it 
will be a one-time thing.
■ Game captains are right 

guard Larry Warford and de-
fensive end Taylor Wyndham, 
both seniors. They will join 
permanent game captains and 
fellow linemen Matt Smith 
and Collins Ukwu.

Keeneland seeblue Day
Two former Cats and 

current Denver Broncos, 
Jacob Tamme and Wesley 
Woodyard, will be at Keenel-
and on Friday as part of the 
seeblue Day festivities. They 
will be signing autographs 
on Keeneland’s North Terrace 
starting at 12:30 p.m.

The seeblue Day at Keenel-
and is an annual event put on 
by the UK Alumni Associa-
tion as a part of homecoming 
festivities. All faculty, staff, 
students and UK Alumni As-
sociation members get free 
general admission.

By Jennifer Smith
jsmith3@herald-leader.com

UK’s 2013 schedule difficult, robust
UK FOOTBALL NOTES

2013 Kentucky 
football schedule

Aug. 31 — x-Western Kentucky

Sept. 7 — MIAMI (OHIO)

Sept. 14 — LOUISVILLE

Sept. 28 — FLORIDA

Oct. 5 — at South Carolina

Oct. 12 — ALABAMA

Oct. 26 — at Mississippi State

Nov. 2 — ALABAMA STATE

Nov. 9 — MISSOURI

Nov. 16 — at Vanderbilt

Nov. 23 — at Georgia

Nov. 30 — TENNESSEE

x-At Nashville, Tenn.

final popup, putting an excla-
mation point on the triumph.

“That team has a lot of 
future Hall of Famers on it,” 
Fielder said. “For them to 
be off balance, that’s a lot to 
credit to our pitching staff.”

The Yankees had gone a 
record 36 postseason series 
without being swept — in the 
1976 World Series against the 
Cincinnati Reds — until the 
Tigers mauled them in Mo-
town. Now the Tigers will get 
a prolonged rest until Wednes-
day, when Justin Verlander 
will start against either the 
Cardinals or Giants in Game 
1 of the World Series.

The Tigers got another 
dominant start Thursday, this 
one by Max Scherzer. And 
they knocked out 16 hits, 
including four home runs, 
against Sabathia and the Yan-
kees bullpen. Delmon Young, 
who drove in eight runs, was 
named the series MVP.

The Yankees never led at 
any point and batted an ane-
mic .157, the second-worst 
team average since the LCS 
came into existence in 1969.

The only other series in 
which the Yankees never held 
a lead was the 1963 World Se-
ries, when they were swept in 
four games by the Dodgers.

“You’re crushed,” Rodriguez 
said. “You work eight months 
to get to this point.”

Following the lead of fel-
low starters Verlander, Doug 
Fister and Anibal Sanchez, 
Scherzer was sharp. He no-hit 
the Yankees though five in-
nings before Eduardo Nunez 
led off the sixth with a triple. 
Scherzer was removed with 
two outs in the fifth, allow-
ing one run on two hits while 
throwing 93 pitches.

“We just know we’re all 
really good, and we’re execut-
ing off-speed pitches as well 
as anybody,” Scherzer said 
of the starters. “To be able 
to sweep New York at home, 
there’s nothing like it.”

The Tigers got on the board 
in the first on Young’s RBI sin-
gle and added another in the 
third on Avisail Garcia’s run-
scoring infield hit. Sabathia 
came unglued in the fourth.

A first-pitch, two-run blast 
from Miguel Cabrera made 
it 4-0, and Jhonny Peralta 
added another two-run shot, 
the first of his two home runs. 
Sabathia gave up six runs on 
11 hits in 32⁄3 innings, his 
shortest outing since his final 
regular-season start in 2009.

Manager Jim Leyland will 
attempt to capture his first 
World Series title since 1997, 
when he guided the Marlins 
past the Indians in a seven-

game series. Leyland deftly 
handled his star players in the 
ALCS, even benching his strug-
gling closer, Jose Valverde.

“Stars are stars,” Leyland 
said. “You know, there is no 
trick to it. I don’t have any 
special philosophy for it.”

For the Yankees, it was an 
embarrassment on the grand-
est scale. Eric Chavez finished 
0-for-16, and Robinson Cano 
was 3-for-40. A-Rod, who was 
benched again but entered as 
a pinch hitter, went 3-for-25 
in the playoffs.

“I have to look in the mir-
ror,” Rodriguez said.

He will have a long winter 
to do it.
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ALCS LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Detroit wins series 3-0
Saturday, Oct. 11: Detroit 6, New York 4 (12)
Sunday, Oct. 12: Detroit 3, New York 0
Tuesday’s game: Detroit 2, New York 1
Thursday’s game: Detroit 8, New York 1

NATIONAL LEAGUE

(All games on Fox-56)
St. Louis led series 3-1

Sunday, Oct. 14: St. Louis 6, San Francisco 4
Monday’s game: San Francisco 7, St. Louis 1
Wednesday’s game: St. Louis 3, San Francisco 1
Thursday’s game: St. Louis 8, San Francisco 3
Friday’s game: San Francisco at St. Louis, 8:07 

p.m.
x-Sunday, Oct. 21: St. Louis at San Francisco, 

4:45 p.m.
x-Monday, Oct. 22: St. Louis at San Francisco, 

8:07 p.m.

WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary; 

all games on Fox-56, times TBD)
Wednesday, Oct. 24: at National League winner
Thursday, Oct. 25: at National League winner
Saturday, Oct. 27: at Detroit
Sunday, Oct. 28: at Detroit
x-Monday, Oct. 29: at Detroit
x-Wednesday, Oct. 31: at National League winner
x-Thursday, Nov. 1: at National League winner

TIGERS 8, YANKEES 1

New York AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
I.Suzuki lf 3 0 0 0 1 1 .353
Swisher rf 4 0 1 1 0 2 .250
Cano 2b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .056
Teixeira 1b 3 0 0 0 1 1 .200
Ibanez dh 2 0 0 0 0 2 .231
Al.Rodriguez ph-dh 2 0 0 0 0 0 .111
Er.Chavez 3b 2 0 0 0 0 2 .000
J.Nix ph-3b 1 0 0 0 1 0 .000
R.Martin c 2 0 0 0 0 1 .143
Granderson ph-cf 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Gardner cf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .000
C.Stewart c 0 0 0 0 0 0 —
E.Nunez ss 3 1 1 0 0 0 .333
Totals 30 1 2 1 3 12

Detroit AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
A.Jackson cf 4 1 2 1 1 1 .353
Infante 2b 5 2 2 0 0 0 .222
Mi.Cabrera 3b 5 1 1 2 0 0 .313
Fielder 1b 5 1 2 0 0 1 .235
D.Young dh 4 1 2 1 1 0 .353
Jh.Peralta ss 5 2 2 3 0 1 .389
Dirks lf 5 0 3 0 0 1 .222
A.Garcia rf 5 0 2 1 0 0 .455
G.Laird c 4 0 0 0 0 0 .125
Totals 42 8 16 8 2 4

New York  . . . . . . .000 001 000—1 2 2
Detroit  . . . . . . . . .101 400 11x—8 16 1

E—Teixeira (1), E.Nunez (1), Fielder (1). LOB—New York 5, 
Detroit 12. 2B—Swisher (2), Dirks (1), A.Garcia (1). 3B—E.
Nunez (1). HR—Mi.Cabrera (1), Jh.Peralta (1), A.Jackson 
(1), Jh.Peralta (2). SB—E.Nunez (1), A.Garcia (1).

New York IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Sabathia L, 0-1 32/3 11 6 5 2 3 93 12.27
Eppley 1 1 0 0 0 0 22 0.00
Rapada 1/3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0.00
Chamberlain 1 2 0 0 0 0 23 0.00
D.Lowe 1 1 1 1 0 0 13 16.20
D.Robertson 1 1 1 1 0 1 14 4.50

Detroit IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Scherzer W, 1-0 52/3 2 1 1 2 10 98 1.59
Smyly 1/3 0 0 0 0 0 4 0.00
Dotel 1 0 0 0 1 2 17 0.00
Coke 2 0 0 0 0 0 25 0.00

Umpires—Home, Jeff Nelson; First, Gary Cederstrom; 
Second, Mike Winters; Third, Jeff Kellogg; Right, Sam Hol-
brook; Left, Rob Drake.

T—3:27. A—42,477 (41,255).

Safe at home
Giants catcher Hector Sanchez was unable to handle a throw 
from the outfield as St. Louis’ Matt Carpenter scored on a single 
by Matt Holliday in the fifth inning of Game 4 of the National 
League Championship Series on Thursday. The Cardinals won 8-3 
to take a 3-1 lead in the series. Go to Kentucky.com for details.
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