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“Super organized”
Rachel Land, 17, 
University Heights Academy
While other seniors may have

taken a lighter load during their
last year of high school, Rachel
Land continued to dive in. As the
president of the National Honor
Society, student council treasurer,
Beta Club vice-president, Key Club
vice president, a member of the
soccer and cheerleading teams, in
addition to a long list of other ac-
tivities, one would think school
work might be the last thing on
her mind. But not Rachel, she de-
cided for her senior year she
would sign up for AP chemistry. 
“It was something I didn’t know

if I wanted to do, I didn’t know if I
wanted to work hard my last year,”
Rachel said. “But even though it’s
hard, I really enjoy it.”
Rachel, the youngest of three

sisters, said she has the most logi-

cal mind in her family. She loved
math and science even as a child,
and her mother admits that
Rachel would read books on the
subjects for fun. Rachel denies
having any recollection of that
but says it wouldn’t surprise her.
She has always liked the precise-
ness of those subjects.
“I’m super organized, and I like

things to have an ending,” she
said. 
While her older sisters are fash-

ioning careers in art and commu-
nications, Rachel wants to be a
pharmacist. As she looked into
colleges, Rachel chose to attend
Samford University and partici-
pate in their accelerated pharma-
cy program.
“I never thought about being a

pharmacist, but I looked into it
and saw that it had a set future
and I knew I would have a job,” she
said. “I like things to be super pre-
cise.”

Role model
Haylee Page, 17, Heritage Christian Academy
During spring break, Haylee Page went to Atlanta, but it

wasn’t to go shopping in Buckhead or see the Coca Cola
Museum. Haylee spent her days in a studio working as a
signed artist.
“The label is called Arrow Soul Records, and they make

clean secular music with a positive message,” Haylee said.
In a time when more than one female singer has dis-

played less than admirable characteristics, Haylee wants to
give young girls someone to look up to.
“I want to be a role model, especially with girls,” Haylee

said. “They don’t respect themselves these days. I want to
show them that it’s OK to be yourself. You make the best
friends that way.”
Haylee, who helps lead worship at her church and school,

said she has always been under the microscope, which has
only encouraged her to maintain her focus.
“Kids look at me,” she said. “I don’t think I’ve ever been in a

situation where I’d do anything questionable or degrading.”
After high school, Haylee will attend Belmont University,

where she wants to major in songwriting.
“I fully plan to finish college,” Haylee said. “A full college

degree is something no one can take away.”

Discipline and character
Jamar Babb, 18, 
Christian County High School
It takes a special kind of person

to want to serve their country,
and Jamar Babb has been work-
ing on this dream by being a
member of the JROTC program at
his school. As the core command-
er Jamar, with the help of a few
teachers, oversees a little less
than 100 students in his unit.
“It’s a lot of work and it gets

tough actually,” Jamar said. “It’s
not too tough, but it’s enough
where you can get disciplined
and build your character.”
Jamar said being a member of

the program has helped bring
out his leadership qualities
through teachers giving him the
opportunity to lead and through
various service projects. He also
sings at his church and is in-
volved with his church’s youth
program.
“I like to help people,” he said.

“You never know what’s going on
in different people’s lives. I would
want the same help if I were
them.”
Jamar plans on attending com-

munity college for two years be-
fore joining the Air Force. He
hopes to work in the technology
field.
“I’m excited to see what the re-

al world is like,” he said. “I just like
helping people, and I feel like I
can help my country by serving
in the military.” 

“Something bigger 
than myself”

Elizabeth Hadley Scruggs
18, Hopkinsville High 
School
Elizabeth Scruggs, who

goes by Hadley, plans on
studying communication
and speech pathology
when she attends the Uni-
versity of Kentucky after
high school. An avid soccer
player, and an assistant
coach for a local team,
Hadley is a team player,
which might explain why
she enjoys helping others.
“I want to work with peo-

ple with disabilities,” Hadley
said. “I am a peer tutor in the
special education depart-
ment and I really want to
work with them in the fu-
ture.”

Hadley’s soccer coach
worked in the special edu-
cation department and of-
tentimes would bring stu-
dents to the soccer team. It
was there Hadley met many
of the students and was se-
lected by her coach to assist
in the department.
“I connect with them. It’s

easy to talk with them, and
they respond pretty well to
me,” Hadley said. “I love
them.”
Hadley said she enjoys

watching the students over-
come obstacles and being
part of the process.
“When I see a light bulb

go off, I feel good. I like be-
ing part of something big-
ger than myself,” Hadley
said. “Everyone has given so
much to me since I was
born so I feel like I need to
give back anything I can.”

Focused on her targets
Ellen Shipley, 18, 
Trigg County High School
Since picking up her first bow in

the fifth grade, Ellen Shipley has
been making a name for herself in
the archery world. 
“You have to have self discipline

for archery,” Ellen said. “You can go
and shoot but you have to be fo-
cused to hit your targets.”
Ellen was on her school’s team

when they competed for the na-
tional championship in 2010 and
won state this year. She also com-
peted in the World Archery Tour-
nament in Orlando, Fla., and
came in eighth in the elementary
division. 
In addition to archery, Ellen finds

her passion in engineering and is a
member of the Technology Stu-
dents Association and Skills USA, a
vocational club. Her focus in
archery sharpens her time-man-
agement skills.
“I usually have to run a tight

schedule,” Ellen said. “But, all the
things I do I’m passionate about so
I make sure it gets done.”
Unlike other sports, archery isn’t

popular enough to be found at
many colleges. Only one in Ken-
tucky has an archery program.
However, that school lacks degrees
in any subject that interests Ellen.
“I want to double major in ani-

mal science and engineering,” said
Ellen, who plans on attending Mur-
ray State University. “I’m excited
about being on my own and learn-
ing about things I’m passionate
about.”
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — In the farm
communities of  western Kentucky, Re-
publican state Rep. Dwight Butler has
never lost an election, so it’s little won-
der no one chose to run against him
this year.
Challenging Butler, a respected auc-

tioneer and realtor from Harned who
has served in the Legislature since 1995,
was an exercise in futility for the only
two candidates ever to run against him.
But 44 other incumbent lawmakers,

including some newbies to Frankfort,
also are running unopposed in both the
spring primary and fall general elec-
tions, raising questions about whether
potentially strong candidates want no
part of  the chaos that is Frankfort poli-
tics.
“Maybe people have just given up,”

said University of  Louisville political
scientist Laurie Rhodebeck. “Maybe
there’s a sense that something is just
broken about the state Legislature and
who would want to participate in a body
that doesn’t seem to want to get any-
thing done.”
Out of  119 legislative seats up for elec-

tion this year, only 36 will be on pri-
mary election ballots — 28 House seats
and eight Senate seats. In all, 40 state
representatives and five senators are
running unopposed.
That’s not unusual in Kentucky. In

some election years, the number of  in-
cumbent lawmakers without chal-
lengers is even higher. The reasons are
varied, including the necessity for law-
makers living in distant parts of  the
state having to be away from home for

about three months a year while the
Legislature is in session.
“It is a daunting task to run for a leg-

islative seat — raising six-figure sums
to challenge an incumbent candidate or
even to run for an open seat,” said Dem-
ocratic strategist Dale Emmons. “To do
that, a person has to give up a lot of  per-
sonal time and time away from their vo-
cation just to make the race. And once
you’re elected, you continue to have to
do that. Seldom does that legislative pay
of  $30,000 or so make up for that.”
The contentious image of  the Legisla-

ture could also be a deterrent. Rarely
has that image been so fully displayed
as it was this year when a Democratic-
controlled House and a Republican-led
Senate sparred over political redistrict-
ing and budget issues.

Redistricting occurs every 10 years to
account for population changes found
in the U.S. Census count. The latest
count found that the state’s overall pop-
ulation grew from 4 million to 4.3 mil-
lion between 2000 and 2010, and that the
overall population had shifted from
rural to urban areas. That forced law-
makers to redraw legislative maps so
that each district had nearly the same
number of  people.
The changes produced some oddly

shaped legislative districts. One House
district stretched from the Tennessee
line in McCreary County, zigzagged
narrowly through Laurel County, then
encompassed all of  Jackson County.
One Senate district stretched more than
130 miles from Barbourville to More-
head.

45 incumbent lawmakers face no opponents this year


