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Paula Geiske has taught art

at Christian County High
School since 2004. 
After graduating from Chris-

tian County High School in the
’80s, Geiseke worked in the
banking industry for a decade.
She worked in Florida for five
years, eventually deciding to
attend the University of Cen-
tral Florida. 
Geiseke said she has always

been an artist and remembers
selling her work at arts and

crafts shows
around
Christian
County
when she
was young.
She decided
to major in
art at UCF
after showing one of her
sketchbooks to an art instruc-
tor. 
“When I showed the

teacher, she about passed out,”

Geiseke recalled. “She said,
‘Why aren’t you majoring in
art?’ I thought, ‘why am I not
majoring in art?’ 
After finishing college,

Geiseke returned to Christian
County. She was quickly of-
fered a job teaching art at
CCHS. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera

MORE INSIDE
Poetry and prose
Local author Mike Freeland
releases new book.
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Prom Night
See a few photos from UHA
and HCA’s proms.
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Doggie Derby:
Event raises 
money, promotes
community
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NFL Bound:
Former Colonel
Tandy goes 
to Buccaneers 
in 6th round
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COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

BEST IN CLASS
2 0 1 2

BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

The New Era went to all six high schools in the Southern Pennyrile region and asked the people who
know the students best to pick one who is expected to do great things in the future. 

These six students were chosen by their school’s administration not only for their excellence 
in academics but also for their extra curricular activities. We hope to hear great things from 

them as they represent the Pennyrile in all their endeavors.
The future has never looked brighter for these six graduating seniors.

Farm life
Colby Chester, 18, Todd County Central High School
Colby Chester has known for a while what he wants to be: a farmer.
“I want my kids to have the lifestyle I do,” Colby said. “It’s not because I

want to be rich or make a lot of money. Farming is a hard life.”
The hard lifestyle doesn’t deter Colby; it encourages him. Colby said

growing up on a farm helped refine who he is. His grandfather, uncle and
his father all operate farms and he believes working on a farm helped in-
still in him life lessons and values beyond what he could learn in school.
“I’m not the smartest kid in the world, but there is so much real-world

knowledge that I have,” Colby said. “Like I saved up and paid cash for my
truck. It taught me you can’t expect everything to fall in your lap.”
In addition to working on a farm, Colby also played four years of foot-

ball and was active in various agricultural clubs, including being the presi-
dent of the Future Farms of America chapter at his school and the FFA
Pennyrile regional secretary. 
Colby’s hard work paid off when he was accepted to Murray State Uni-

versity with enough scholarships to pay for almost half of the cost. 
“I’m not one to sit around. I have to do something,” Colby said. “I try to

be mature for my age, but it helps that I know where I’m headed and I
know what I want to do.”

SEE 2012, PAGE A6

If  Roberta “Bert” Jean Galli was noth-ing else, she was blunt, so I’ll get right
to it and explain why I think she mat-

tered in Hopkinsville.
Galli was a feminist

who spoke openly and
passionately about her
liberal politics and she
did it in a conservative
place where many people
disagreed with her. She
was not intimidated. She
organized groups, wrote
letters, campaigned for
politicians and made fi-
nancial contributions to
causes she found worthy
of  her support.  
She was known for occasionally intro-

ducing herself  and immediately explain-
ing why she disagreed with a person’s

political stand. But if  you think Galli
was unbending or that she couldn’t get
along with people who seemingly had
nothing in common with her, stop right
there. She moved in many circles, and
that kept life interesting.
Galli died on April 19. She was 73 years

old and had been diagnosed with cancer
a few months ago.
Her family had a party Saturday at her

Dawn Drive home and celebrated every-
thing that distinguished Galli — her pol-
itics, her work and her family. The lawn
was covered with campaign signs for De-
mocrats, the National Organization for
Women and the Unitarian Universalist
Church. The garage was awash in ac-
tivist T-shirts, bumper stickers and cam-
paign buttons with slogans such as
“Mute Newt” and “Stop Racism.” The
family set an ice cooler, soft drinks and

bottles of  wine in the garage. Inside they
had a buffet of  barbecue, chips, pasta
and seafood salad. A guest book was
placed near the front door. Galli donated
her body to science.
Like many people, I “met” Galli

through the letters she submitted for the
New Era’s “Voice of  the People” section.
Later I interviewed her when I wanted to
make sure a story included a liberal per-
spective. For example, while reporting
on a posting of  the Ten Commandments
that had never been questioned inside a
local government building, I called Galli.
Everyone else I interviewed said they
supported the posting, or that they didn’t
mind it one way or the other, but Galli
said she did mind because she viewed it
as government endorsement of  a reli-
gion.

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER 

The 62nd annual Hop-
kinsville Rotary Club Auction
concluded Saturday with a
final fundraising total of
$300,512.52. The club eclipsed
its $285,000 fundraising goal
by more than $15,000. 
Frank Giles, president of

the Rotary Club and auction
chairman, said this year’s
total ranks in the top five of
the auction’s highest

fundraising totals. The auc-
tion’s highest total came last
year when the Rotary Club
raised $311,900, a new world
record for Rotary auctions. 
The money from the auction

will fund three academic pro-
grams sponsored by the Ro-
tary Club — the Rotary’s
Student Loan Club, the Rotary
Scholarship Program and the
Rotary Scholars Program. 
The Rotary Scholars 

More than $300,000
rasied at Rotary Auction

JENNIFER P. BROWN | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Three of Roberta Galli’s daughters (from left) Carrie
Nunnally, Cindy Russell and Deborah Rager pose with
a self-portrait of their sister, Kathy Mitchell, at Galli’s
home Saturday. Galli, an activist for feminist and liber-
al issues, died on April 19. Her family celebrated her
life with a party at her home on Saturday.

A rare voice: Friends, family celebrate life of local activist 

JENNIFER P.
BROWN n

WHO WE ARE: Paula Geiseke, 43, Hopkinsville

SEE GALLI, PAGE A9

Weekend shooting

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER 

The Hopkinsville Police Department are investigating a
shooting that occured Sunday night at a residence near the in-
tersection of  East First and South Campbell streets. 
According to police, a male subject between 30 and 40 was

wounded, possibly multiple times, in the incident. The man
was taken to Jennie Stuart Medical Center by Christian
County Emergency Medical Services. 
Multiple neighbors gathered on the street outside the home

as officers took evidence and searched the home with a K-9. 
If  you have any information about the incident, contact po-

lice at 270-890-1527. 

REACH DENNIS O’NEIL at 270-887-3237 or doneil@kentuckynewera.com. 

Man wounded in shooting
on South Campbell Street 

JOHN GODSEY | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Officers talk with witnesses at the scene of the shooting Sunday night on South
Campbell.

SEE FUNDRAISING, PAGE A9


