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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne
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CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Crack up
6 Change from a sawbuck
11 Wipe clear
12 Spiny plant
13 Storage sites
14 Taboo acts
15 Biol. or geol.
16 Famed raft
18 The whole amount
19 — Lanka
20 Cariou of Broadway
21 Eye drop
23 Quasimodo’s concern
25 Fragrant tree
27 Neptune’s realm
28 Makes do
30 Has debts
33 Costa del --
34 Empty talk
36 Ensign’s answer
37 Sailor
39 Swamp
40 Bloom in le jardin
41 Staggers
43 Broadcast
44 Be in accord
45 Takes five
46 Bed parts

DOWN
1 Alludes to
2 Answer source
3 Office holders
4 Invite
5 Office fixtures
6 Rear ends
7 “ — You Babe”
8 Sweet cookies
9 Conjures up

10 Amber source
17 Sphere
22 Tatter
24 Summer sign
26 Looks at
28 Lassie, for one
29 Mineo of movies
31 Lace’s place
32 Detects
33 Until now
35 Thong
38 Winter treat for birds

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

1. Three diamonds. Your 
partner has made two forcing 
bids, so you should assume 
that he has not only the neces-
sary values for game, but pos-
sibly also the values needed 
for a slam. Even though you 
have substantially more than 
your first two bids indicated — 
you have 15 high-card points 
and might have had only 12 
— the best you can do at this 
point is to bid three diamonds.

Three diamonds is forcing, 
because both you and partner 
have been bidding construc-

tively all along, and the chief 
purpose of saying only three 
diamonds at this stage is to al-
low partner to reveal whether 
he has a game or a slam in 
mind. It would be wrong to 
bid three notrump instead, 
because that would indicate 
minimum values for your 
opening bid. 

It would also tend to de-
scribe 5-4-2-2 distribution 
rather than 5-4-3-1. Your next 
move will depend largely on 
what partner does over three 
diamonds.

2. Five clubs. A raise to four 
clubs would suggest that you 
had only a minimum opening 
bid and were responding to 
three clubs merely because 
partner had forced you to bid 
again. But you have much 
more than a minimum once 
partner mentions clubs, and 
you can best show this by 

leaping to five clubs. The jump-
raise in this sequence guaran-
tees four trumps and therefore 
a void in diamonds. After you 
jump to five clubs, the rest is 
up to partner.

3. Three hearts. Partner 
does not know you have five 
hearts, so you should rebid 
them to clarify the nature of 
your hand. You hope partner 
will either raise hearts or sup-
port spades belatedly, in which 
case you plan to settle for 
game in the suit of his choice.

If partner next repeats one 
of his suits, you will show a 
preference for diamonds, rais-
ing four diamonds to five or 
bidding four diamonds over 
four clubs. 

Of course, if partner bids 
three notrump over three 
hearts, you will pass.

Tomorrow: Steppingstone 
to success.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
This can be an explosive day for you, 

full of unpredictable events and argu-
ments with powerful people. My advice 
is to tread carefully!

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Something hidden and unexpected 

will jump out of the closet today, as it 
were. This could be an upset with respect 
to shared property, debt, taxes and any-
thing you own jointly with others.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Yesterday’s difficulties with authority 

figures could lead to big surprises today. 
Don’t quit your day job. Do whatever you 
can to smooth troubled waters. 

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Travel plans likely will be canceled 

or interrupted today. Ditto for anything 
having to do with higher education, 
medicine, the law, publishing and the 
media. Expect a few surprises.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Check your bank account today. 

Double-check matters with inheritances, 
insurance and jointly held property. 
Something is unpredictable in these 
areas. (Gulp.)

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
All situations with partners and close 

friends are subject to surprises, little 
rebellions and upsets. That’s because 
power struggles can take place easily 
today. Take it easy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Computer crashes, power outages, 

staff shortages and canceled appoint-
ments are par for the course at work to-
day. Even news about your health could 
concern you. Go gently.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is an accident-prone day for your 

children. Be extra vigilant. Give warnings 
to your kids about being careful — even 

if they are adults.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Take precautions at home to avoid minor accidents. 

Small appliances might break down. Little breakages 
could occur. Do what you can to keep the peace where 
you live and also with family members.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
This is an accident-prone day for your sign. The 

potential accidents (they are only potential) could be 
physical or verbal. Think before you speak or act.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Keep an eye on your money today, because you 

might find money or you might lose money. Ditto for 
your possessions. Guard against loss or theft.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
This is a very unpredictable day for you. Therefore, 

slow down and take it easy. Expect the unexpected — 
which, of course, is impossible to do.

YOU BORN TODAY
You’re intelligent. In part, this is why you are not 

afraid to take risks. You believe in your problem-solving 
abilities. You care about others, but you’re also very 
passionate about your work. 


