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MISCONNECTION

with David Blandford, M.D.

KENTUCKY
EYE
INSTITUTE

David L. Blandford, MD
Eye Surgeon & Physician

New Location

1937 Old Main St., Suite 1, Maysville

606/759-7883 or 800/658-7282 

1401 Harrodsburg Rd., Suite B-75, Lexington

606/278-9393 or 800-432-9278

The connective tissue dis-
order known as “Marfan 
syndrome” is an inheritable 
condition that affects about 
one in every 5,000 
Americans. Due to a muta-
tion in the gene that controls 
how the body produces 
fibrillin (a protein that plays 
a primary role in the body’s 
connective tissue), many 
parts of the body may be 
affected. While the most 
serious complications of 
Marfan syndrome involve 
the heart and blood vessels, 
the ophthalmologist is pri-
marily concerned with the 
syndrome’s effect on the 
eyes. The most common of 
these is a dislocated lens in 
one or both eyes, in which 
the lens shifts up, down, or 
to the side. As one might 
expect, any shift in this 
important component must 
be addressed.  

Most people who have 
Marfan syndrome inherited 
it from their parents. Our 

mission is to provide the 
highest quality, comprehen-
sive care for you and your 
eyes in a relaxed and friend-
ly manner. We take the time 
to answer your questions 
and provide information to 
help you understand your 
condition and options for 
treatment. At KENTUCKY 
EYE INSTITUTE, we 
encourage our patients to 
have regular eye examina-
tions because many eye 
problems develop without 
obvious symptoms and are 
not noticed by the patient 
until damage has occurred. 
Please call 606.759.7883 or 
800.658.7282 to schedule an 
appointment. We’re located 
at 1937 Old Main St., Suite 
1, Old Washington. We spe-
cialize in "EYE CARE FOR 
ALL AGES."

P.S. A dislocated lens 
often is the first sign that a 
person has Marfan syn-
drome.

STATE FARM
INSURANCE COMPANIES

HOME OFFICES:
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

533 North Shawnee Rd
P.O. Box 67

Maysville, KY 41056
Cell:  407-3250

Off.: (606) 564-4900
Home: (606) 564-4690

Fax: (606) 564-4934

Your
Local
State
Farm
AgentBill Boggs

•Car •Life •Health
•Business •Home

State Farm

TRUE BUILT BARNS 
3 1/2 miles SE of Flemingsburg, Ky. on Rt. 32

 (next to the Fast Track Shell)
606-845-0540 • 1-800-710-4822
Quality is our Goal!  Ask For Sam Yoder or Dan Esh

Since 1991

www.trubuiltbarns.com  

Best Shelter for Your Furry 
& Feathered Friends

We have birdhouse gourds, martin 
houses and dog houses available now.

Sharon Sanders Emily HesterCarol Lewis Sue McFarland

901 US. Hwy 68, Suite 1200
Maysville, Kentucky

Across from McDonald’s

606-564-7541

Ohio Valley 
Tax Service

Big Enough To Serve . . . Small Enough To Care

INDIVIDUAL-PARTNERSHIP
& CORPORATION TAXES

Walk-Ins Welcome or Drop-Off Welcome

•Electronic Filing W-2’s & Payroll Reports

2010

Tax Preparer

2011

Tax Preparer

37 W. 2nd St.  • Maysville, KY
564-4693 

TODAY

YESTERDAY
High 69  |  Low 40

YESTERDAY’S NORMAL
High 55  |  Low 39

ONE YEAR AGO
High 48  |  Low 30

RECORD HIGH 80/1996
RECORD LOW 1/1873

PRECIPITATION FOR MONTH .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.56

NORMAL FOR MONTH TO DATE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2.61

PRECIPITATION FOR YEAR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5.10

NORMAL FOR YEAR TO DATE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5.81

Cloudy
H40s | L40s

SUNDAY

Clear
H50s | L30s

SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy
H30s | L20s

MONDAY

Partly cloudy
H50s | L30s

TUESDAY

Partly cloudy
H50s | L30s

NEW FIRST FULL LAST

MARCH 22 MARCH 1 MARCH 8 MARCH 15

SUNRISE: 7:18AM
SUNSET: 6:26PM

RIVER LEVEL
34.56 feet

Storm Brings Unsettled Weather To East

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

A storm system will tap into gulf moisture as it lifts toward the 
Northeast, producing rain and t-storms from the parts of the Gulf 
Coast to southern New England.  Snow will also develop on the 
northern side of this system in the Great Lakes and Northeast. 

National forecast
Forecast highs for Friday, Feb. 24
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Today's Forecast
Friday, Feb. 24

City/Region
High | Low tempsForecast for

Paducah
49° | 38°

Memphis
55° | 40°

Nashville
54° | 40°

Louisville
47° | 36°

Chattanooga
56° | 43°

Knoxville
54° | 41°

Bristol
52° | 38°

Lexington
46° | 36°

Weather Underground • AP
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Leroy has been listening to children read for more than two years 
at the Peebles branch of the Adams County Public Library. Alyssa 
Young, 9, is reading the “Wizard of Oz” to Leroy on Wednesday 
afternoon, as part of the Reading Program with Leroy.

LEROY
FROM A1

She and Leroy listen 
to children reading every 
other Wednesday at the 
Peebles branch for more 
than hour. In a private 
corner, the library has set 
up a space for the program 
where children can confi-
dently read to the dog.

“He seems to calm people 
and children ... sometimes 
he falls asleep while they 
are reading,” Perkins said. 
She listens quietly too, un-
less a child looks up for ad-
vice on a difficult word.

Other times, Leroy has 
his head right beside the 
child’s and almost seems 
to be understanding every 
word. That was the way it 
was Wednesday when Ken-
ny Rogers IV, 7, of Peebles, 
was reading to him. He has 
been coming to read to Le-
roy since he was 4. 

Emma Stanhope, 7, is 
home schooled by her 
grandparents, Dennis and 
Karen Stanhope.

“I love coming here and 
reading. He listens to me 
read. I like that ... and he is 
so pretty,” Emma Stanhope 
said. Her grandfather said 
Emma is reading at a third-
grade level.

A study held by the Cum-
mings School of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts Univer-
sity, Mass., at local libraries 
showed how children who 
practiced reading to the 
dogs stuck with the pro-
gram more than those read-
ing to people, but they are 
still investigating if the chil-
dren’s reading improved.

However, in Adams 
County there has been a 
very successful student as a 
result of the library reading 
program. He began read-
ing to Leroy when he was in 
third grade.

His grandmother, Shirley 
Pell, first heard of therapy 
dogs while vacationing in 
the Myrtle Beach, N.C.

“I saw a program about 
the dogs on television and 
thought that might help 
my grandson with autism 
but he just wasn’t ready for 
Leroy at that time. But Ja-
cob is the success story. He 
wasn’t doing very well at 
all in reading while in third 
grade. And worse, he didn’t 
want to read. I had been so 
worried. I knew if he didn’t 
like to read he wasn’t go-
ing to do well. But now he 
is getting all A’s and B’s in 
fifth grade,” she said.

Pell found Perkins while 
surfing online and arranged 
for her to talk to the Adams 
County Library Director 
Harold Showalter.

“Everything fell in place 
then. Jacob went every 
week for about eight weeks. 
His grandfather and I were 
really excited the day he 
asked for a book while we 
were in Walmart. Now he 
likes to read,” Pell said.

“Reading to the dog 
was better than reading to 
somebody. I’d rather talk 
to the dog. He doesn’t tell 
you if you make a mistake,” 
Jacob said.

“I think this was the best 

thing that ever happened to 
the reading program in Ad-
ams County,” Pell said, who 
was the director of the West 
Union Public Library for 16 
years. She retired in 2004.

Her husband, Robert Pell 
said, “When it comes to 
grandmothers, there is no 
stopping them when they 
are on a mission to help 
their grandchildren.”

“I think my other grand-
son might be ready to meet 
with Leroy now. He loved 
the dog, and he is getting 
more sociable now,” Shirley 
Pell said.

Sherry Thompson, 
Peebles library program 
coordinator, said, “It just 
gives me shivers when I 
think about Jacob’s success 
at overcoming his reading 
problems by reading to Le-
roy. This program has been 
so successful. The children 
just love it.”

Leroy reads every other 
Wednesday at the Peebles 
Library beginning at 
3:30 p.m. Parents can reserve 
a time by calling 937-587-
2085 or visit online at www.
adamsco.lib.oh.us.

Visit Leroy and his 
family on line: www.ea-
gleridgegreatpyrenees.org

GRANT
FROM A1

The sediments also 
absorb sunlight, which in-
hibits plant photosynthe-

sis and warms the stream 
waters.

Jim Roe, with the Ken-
tucky Division of Water 
said the study should get 
underway in late spring 
or early summer and will 
take two to three years to 
complete. Partners in the 
study are the University of 
Louisville Research Foun-
dation, a landowner in the 
Kinniconick project area, 
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and 
NKU Center for Ecology.

Row and Brent Frazier 
with KSNPC said the creek 
stream will be monitored 

to assess the factors creat-
ing the sediment, whether 
it’s new erosion or existing 
sediment that is causing 
the problems.

Frazier said the issue 
could be man-made prob-
lems that have changed 
the behavior of water-
sheds into Kinniconick 
and the study will deter-
mine how to mitigate the 
damage.

KSNPC Director Don 
Dott Jr. said he hopes to 
use the project to demon-
strate to other landowners 
in the watershed the value 
of conservation measures.

GAMBLE
FROM A1

Sen. Damon Thayer, 
R-Georgetown, kicked off 
debate on the divisive is-
sue Thursday afternoon 
by repeating a long-used 
argument that Kentucky’s 
horse racing industry needs 
the revenue casinos could 
produce to compete with 
other states.

If lawmakers had ap-
proved Thayer’s proposal, 
it would have been placed 
on the November ballot for 
voters to ratify or reject.

“I trust the people,” 
Thayer said.

Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz of Louisville opened 
the Senate on Thursday 
with a prayer in which he 
called for “due respect for 
virtue and religion.” Kurtz 
opposed the initiative, say-
ing he is concerned about 
the effects gambling would 
have on the community.

“There are many of us 
here from a conscience 
standpoint that cannot 
vote for this, because we are 

not agreed,” said Sen. Mike 
Wilson, R-Bowling Green. 
“We don’t believe that 
you should enshrine in the 
Constitution of the state of 
Kentucky casino gambling 
— forever constitutionally 
protected and we will never 
be rid of it.”

Similar proposals to legal-
ize casino-style gambling 
have been bandied about in 
Kentucky for two decades, 
but have never won favor in 
the General Assembly.

“We’ve dealt with this far 
too long,” Sen. R.J. Palmer 
Jr., D-Winchester told his 
colleagues in pressing for 
the proposal. “Let the peo-
ple of this state have their 
final say.”

Gov. Steve Beshear has 
been pushing for more 
gambling opportunities in 
Kentucky in hopes that it 
would generate more rev-
enue for the horse industry 
and for state government 
coffers.

Beshear said Kentucky 
could collect $266 million 
in one-time license fees by 
allowing casinos to open. 
Taxing them, he said, could 
generate an additional $377 

million a year in revenue 
for government programs 
and services.

To appease reluctant 
lawmakers, Thayer 
amended his proposal so 
that it no longer requires 
up to five of the proposed 
casinos to be built at race 
tracks. New language al-
lows up to seven casinos 
in the state with no assur-
ance that they would be 
built at horse tracks.

Beshear had made 
a personal appeal to a 
Senate committee on 
Wednesday, repeating 
arguments he has been 
making for five years to 
approve the constitu-
tional amendment.

Beshear said Kentucky 
is now losing hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year 
to neighboring states that 
already have casinos. He 
said Kentucky needs to 
legalize casinos so that 
that money can be kept in 
the state.

“This would be detri-
mental to so many Ken-
tucky families,” said Sen. 
Ray Jones, D-Pikeville. 
“I do not believe that the 
expansion of gambling 
in Kentucky is the right 
moral choice, nor is it 
sound public policy.”

The legislation is Senate 
Bill 151.


