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FAMOUS HAND
BY STEVE BECKER
South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ A K Q 9 5
♥ --
♦ Q J 3 2
♣ J 8 7 2

WEST EAST
♠ 8 7 4 3 ♠ 10 2
♥ 7 6 ♥ A 10 8 5 4 3 2
♦  -- ♦ A 9
♣ Q 10 9 6 5 4 3 ♣ A K

SOUTH
♠ J 6
♥ K Q J 9
♦ K 10 8 7 6 5 4
♣ --

The bidding:
South West North East
Pass Pass 1 ♠ 2 ♥
3 ♦ Pass 3 ♥ Dble
Pass Pass 4 ♥ Dble
6 ♦ Pass Pass Dble
Redble 
Opening lead -- seven of 
hearts.

This deal occurred in 
a tournament played in 

France in 1963 to select the 
French representative that 
year to the annual European 
team championship. And 
quite a deal it was!

It started off innocently 
enough when Jacques 
Stetten, playing with Leon 
Tintner, opened third-hand 
with one spade. East bid 
two hearts -- he had values 
to spare for his modest 
overcall, but no better call 
was available -- and South 
bid three diamonds.

At this point, the 
bidding became frenetic. 
North bid three hearts, a 
cuebid indicating a strong 
hand with a probable void 
in hearts, and East doubled. 
After two passes, North then 
bid four hearts! This was a 
further cuebid, confirming 
the heart void, and even 
more importantly, it urged 
South to bid a slam in 
either diamonds or spades, 
depending on his hand.

South quickly accepted 
the invitation by bidding six 
diamonds. True, South had 
only 10 high-card points 
(six of which he knew were 
wasted opposite North's 
void). But South also had a 
seven-card suit and a void 
in clubs that North could 
not possibly know about.

Not only that, but when 
East doubled, Tintner had 
enough confidence in his 
partner's bidding and his 
own values to redouble! 
East -- holding A-A-A-K -
- no doubt thought his 
opponents had gone berserk 
and would pay heavily for 
their indiscretion.

But that wasn't how 
things turned out. Tintner 
easily made six diamonds 
redoubled for a score of 
1,330 points, losing only a 
diamond trick, and poor 
East was left wondering 
what in the world had hit 
him.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Aries and a Moon in 
Sagittarius if born after 8:12 
a.m. (PST). Before that time, 
the Moon is in Capricorn.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Monday, April 9, 2012:

This year you develop an 
interest in the fundamentals 
of life. You could become 
interested in psychology, 
research about life and 
death, and other studies that 
deal with the basics of living. 
You'll stretch your mind and 
find more inner peace. If 
you are single, you will bond 
with someone very different 
who will facilitate the above-
mentioned process. If you 
are attached, as a couple 
you might travel more and 
witness different lifestyles. 
SAGITTARIUS encourages 
impulsiveness.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★★ Start eliminating 

any illusions surrounding a 
situation. The unexpected 
tumbles into your plans, but 
do not let your irritation or 
anger show. If you do, you 
might need to placate others 
later. Be smart and let go, 
rather than blow up. Tonight: 
Relax with a loved one.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★ Relate directly 
to an individual, and 
maintain that direct avenue 
of communication in the 
future. A child or new friend 
could be unusually difficult. 
He or she cannot get enough 
of you and seems to be 
jealous that you aren't able 
to share more of your time. 
Tonight: Be with a favorite 
person.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You might want to 
understand what is going on 
with others. Mixed messages 
seem to come from out of 
nowhere. Still, you'll need to 
be true to yourself. A family 
member or domestic issue 
could be quite upsetting. 
Detach and sort through 
your issues. Tonight: Go out 
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The Family Circus

for dinner.
CANCER (June 21-July 

22) ★★★ Stay levelheaded, 
no matter what you do. The 
unexpected opens your mind 
to a new option or different 
approach. Choose your 
words carefully; otherwise, 
you could be sorry for a very 
long time. Remain positive. 
Tonight: Do what makes you 
feel good.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Where others hit a 
brick wall, you seem to find 
a way through. You know 
what you want and why. You 
also have the determination 
to make it so. Do not sell 
yourself short. Be aware of 
a child's and/or loved one's 
needs. Tonight: Give into 
some impulsive fun.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ You can turn 
irritation into energy if you 
focus. Emphasize a project 
and pour all of your energy 
into it. Frustration will 
dissipate out of the blue. 
Know that you can do the 
same with anger. Today 
provides opportunities to 
test this process. Tonight: 
Head home.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22) ★★★★ You are likely 
to say what you mean and 
mean what you say. You can 
change what is happening 
in your immediate circle if 
you just relax. Know when to 
stop pushing so hard, as you 
could be accident-prone. 
Do not sit on your feelings, 
either. Tonight: Lighten up 
the moment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★ Be aware of what 
you are spending. What are 
your limits in this situation? 
You might feel pushed to do 
something because it is the 
"right" thing to do within 
a certain set of friends or 
acquaintances. Tonight: 
Indulge a little. Relax.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ You might 
understand what is going 
on with others. You are in 
the position to stay centered 
and know what it is you 
want. You will deal with an 
element of surprise, others' 
anger and a need to express 
yourself. Tonight: Smile, and 
others will become more 
agreeable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★ Understand that 
others mean to be supportive, 
whether they actually are or 
not. You will want to rethink 
a situation without your 
normal advisers. You could 
be surprised by news, no 
matter how it is delivered. 
Tonight: Take some much-
needed time off.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★★ You might 
want to understand what 
is happening within your 
circle of friends. Focus on 
a key goal that seems to 
be interfering with others' 
interests or commitments. 
Discussions could become 
adversarial out of the blue. 
Tonight: All smiles.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ You have a way 
with people, but you still 
might choose to walk away 
from hostility. Be careful, 
because you might be 
establishing a precedent, 
and others will follow your 
lead. Is this what you want? 
Use caution with your 
finances. Tonight: In the 
limelight.

BORN TODAY
Singer Jesse McCartney 

(1987), founder of Playboy 
magazine Hugh Hefner 
(1926), actress Cynthia 
Nixon (1966)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.
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