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GOLF: THE MASTERS

AP/CHRIS O’MEARA 

Bubba Watson reacts after winning the Masters following a sudden death playoff on the 10th hole Sunday in Augusta, Ga. 

BY EDDIE PELLS
AP NATIONAL WRITER

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — 
Sometimes, winning a golf 
tournament or putting on 
a green jacket can change a 
guy’s life.

Bubba Watson insists he’s 
not that guy.

Maybe that explains his 
ability to pull off the impos-
sible when the pressure was 
boiling over at the Masters 
on Sunday.

Perched atop pine nee-
dles far right of the fairway 
with a better view of a TV 
tower than the green, the 
left-hander hooked his way 
out of trouble and into his-
tory. His 155-yard curveball 
landed on the green and 
beat South Africa’s Louis 
Oosthuizen on the second 
hole of a playoff and turned 
Oosthuizen’s double eagle 
earlier in the round into the 
second-best shot on a day 
filled with magic at Augusta 
National.

While Oosthuizen failed 
to get up and down from in 
front of the green, Watson 
wrapped it up with a no-
stress two-putt on the 10th 

green to clinch his first ma-
jor, then sobbed hard on his 
mother’s shoulder.

A bittersweet celebration. 
His father, Gerry, died 18 
months ago after a long bout 
with cancer. But waiting at 
home for him is his wife, An-

gie, and their adopted new-
born son, Caleb.

“The thing is, golf is not 
my everything,” Watson 
said. “But for me to come 
out here and win, it’s awe-
some for a week and then we 
get back to real life. I haven’t 

changed a diaper yet, so I’m 
probably going to have to 
change a diaper soon.”

Watson insists the shot 
that earned him the green 
jacket wasn’t as ridiculous-
ly hard as it looked. Mostly 

Nice jacket, Bubba
Watson works wonders and wins first Masters in playoff

AP/DARRON CUMMINGS 

Charl Schwartzel helps Bubba Watson put on the winner's green jacket Sunday. 

See MASTERS, B3

YOUTH FOOTBALL

FYFL signups 
are April 21

The Frankfort Youth 
Football League will have 
signups Saturday, April 
21 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Harrod Field in Capitol 
View Park.

For more information 
visit the website www.the-
fyfl.com.

RUNNING

Speed camps 
offered this 
summer

Christian Adair, track 
coach at Western Hills 
High School, will be con-
ducting four speed camps 
this summer at Western 
Hills.

Speed camps increase 
an athlete’s development 
of maximum speed, quick-
ness and endurance while 
establishing an efficient 
technical running form 
and improvement in ath-
letic ability utilizing dy-
namic stretches, speed 
drills and plyo-metrics.

The first camp will be 
June 4-7, followed by ones 
June 11-14, July 9-12 and 
July 18-19. They will meet 
from 6-8 p.m. each day.

For more information 
visit the website www.
speedcoach101.com.

WESTERN HILLS

WHHS Dancers 
tryouts set

Tryout dates for the 
2012-13 Wolverine Danc-
ers at Western Hills High 
School have been an-
nounced. Mandatory clin-
ics will be held on Monday, 
April 16, and Tuesday, April 
17 with an optional clinic 
on Wednesday, April 18. 

All clinics will be held in 
the WHHS gymnasium.

Clinic hours will be 6-8 
p.m. Monday and Tuesday 
and 3:45-4:30 on Wednes-
day. Closed tryouts are 
scheduled for Thursday, 
April 19 at 4 p.m. in the 
WHHS gymnasium.  

The WHHS dance team 
currently holds the title 
of Region 11 large varsity 
hip-hop and large varsity 
open division champions, 
as well as a third place fin-
ish at the Kentucky state 
dance team finals.  

For additional informa-
tion, contact coach Steph-
anie Wooldridge at   Steph-
anie.Wooldridge@frank-
lin.kyschools.us.

FUNDRAISER

FCHS football 
selling mulch

Franklin County High 
School’s football is selling 
mulch by the bag, scoop or 
truckload through Mon-
day, April 23.

For more information 
email coach Chris Tracy 
at chris.tracy@franklin.
kyschools.us or David Duke 
at dgduke76@yahoo.com. 
Duke may also be reached 
at 330-8293.

TENNIS

Serena beats 
Safarova to 
win Family 
Circle Cup

CH ARLESTON, S.C. 
(AP) — Serena Williams 
capped a dominant week 
with another powerful 
performance to beat Lu-
cie Safarova 6-0, 6-1 and 
capture her first clay-court 
tournament in four years 
at the Family Circle Cup 
on Sunday.

MLB: REDS 6, MARLINS 5

CINCINNATI (AP) — A 
star third baseman most of 
his career, 37-year-old Scott 
Rolen made a big impact in 
a rare pinch-hitting appear-
ance.

The 37-year-old drove in 
the winning run in the ninth 
inning with a sharp infield 
single that third baseman 
Hanley Ramirez failed to 
handle, lifting the Cincinna-
ti Reds to a come-from-be-
hind 6-5 win over the Miami 
Marlins.

Pinch-hitting is often 
thought of as a niche for 
marginal players who can 
adapt to the demands of the 
role. Rolen, a seven-time All-
Star and eight-time Gold 
Glove winner, looked just 
fine in it.

“It’s certainly not easy,” 
said Rolen, now 8-for-18 as 
a pinch-hitter in his career. 
“Everybody says you come 
in cold, but believe me, your 
blood pressure’s through the 
roof. You’re not really cold. 
Your circulation’s going cra-
zy.”

Manager Dusty Baker fig-
ured that Rolen, in his 17th 
big league season, would be 
prepared to grab a bat.

“You don’t really have 
to tell him ahead of time,” 
Baker said. “He knows to get 
ready. That was a big game.”

Jay Bruce started the 
comeback with his second 
home run of the game and 
third of the season, an oppo-
site-field drive into the left-
center field seats that cost 
Marlins new closer Heath 
Bell (0-1) a save in his first 
opportunity. One out later, 
Drew Stubbs chopped a sin-
gle that hit Ramirez’s glove. 
Stubbs moved to third on 
Ryan Hanigan’s single to 
right.

Ramirez’s tried to handle 
Rolen’s grounder with a fore-
hand grab on his backhand 
side. He just knocked it down 
and had to watch as Stubbs 
crossed the plate with the 
run that gave the Reds two 
wins in the three-game se-
ries.

Bruce’s homer cost for-
mer San Diego closer Heath 
Bell (0-1) a save in his first 
opportunity since signing 
with Miami as a free agent.

“My job is to save games, 
and I didn’t do it,” Bell said. 
“I need to earn the respect 

Reds rally in 9th 
to beat Marlins

AP/ERNEST COLEMAN 

Cincinnati Reds’ Jay Bruce, left, Ryan Hanigan, right, and Scott 
Rolen, who drove in the game-winning run, celebrate the Reds’ 
6-5 win over the Florida Marlins Sunday in Cincinnati. See REDS, B2

COMMENTARY

BY TIM DAHLBERG
AP SPORTS COLUMNIST

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — 
The hugs with his family 
took place on the club-
house lawn, not the 18th 
green. That was occupied, 
and by this time there was 
nothing Phil Mickelson 
could do about it.

He had celebrated there 
before, most famously 
eight years ago when he 
won his first green jacket 
and took his young daugh-
ter in his arms, saying, 
“Daddy won! Can you be-
lieve it?”

Now it looked like he 
couldn’t believe he had 
lost.

A fourth green jacket 
would have put him in the 
company of Tiger Woods 
and Arnold Palmer at the 
Masters. A fifth major 
championship would have 
moved him among the 
likes of Byron Nelson and 
Seve Ballesteros.

But it all fell apart, in 
large part because once 
again Phil couldn’t help 
being Phil.

He aimed where other 
players wouldn’t dare go 
on the par-3 fourth hole, 
certain that his calcula-
tions were better than 
theirs. The target wasn’t 
even the green, but Mick-
elson was sure he could 
escape with par from the 
bunker or anywhere left of 
there — even the grand-
stand.

He thought too much, 
and disaster ensued. 
Nothing new there, he’s 
been doing it his whole 
career.

Six years ago it cost him 
the U.S. Open at Winged 
Foot when he famous-
ly pulled out a driver he 
didn’t need on the 18th 
tee. The ball went side-
ways and he made double 
bogey, prompting him to 
proclaim “I am such an 
idiot.”

Those listening then 
could only nod their heads 
in agreement. Those lis-
tening to his explanation 
for why he gave this Mas-
ters away could only look 
at him in perplexed si-
lence.

“Tactically I hit that 
shot where I had to hit it, 
which is at the bunker,” 
Mickelson insisted. “Any-
thing left of the pin is fine 
but the right side is almost 
a sure bogey.”

Well, almost anything. 
Mickelson’s shot missed 
the bunker, careened off 
a metal railing on the 
grandstand and ended up 
in some bushes in a wood-
ed area short and left of 
the green on the par-3. He 
could have taken an un-
playable, but that would 
have meant going back to 
the tee and hitting what 
would be his third shot, so 
he tried to improvise.

Lefty turned righty, and 
it wasn’t pretty. He turned 
a wedge around and tried 
to hack the ball out, but it 
moved only about a yard. 
He did it again, pulling it 
behind the left bunker, 
then compounded his 
mistake by chunking his 
next one in the bunker.

When it was all over he 
had made six, his second 
triple bogey of the tour-
nament. There was still 
lots of golf to be played, 
but the damage had been 
done.

“If it goes into people 

Lefty 
gives 
away 
Masters

See MICKELSON, B3


