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HEAT | It’s a U.S. phenomenon
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BUBBY | The only bikes he won’t work on are the Goldwings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

was known to wear a Harley 
Davidson helmet to school.

He built his first motor-
bike that year by attaching 
a lawnmower engine to a 
bike, a vehicle he often drove 
to the movies downtown. 
He saved up the money he 
earned clearing fencerows, 
working on farms and weed-
ing a neighbor’s rose garden 
to buy it. 

Hanging on the wall of his 
garage is a frame with photos 
of him as a teenager, always 
next to a set of wheels. There 
are pictures of his family on 
motorcycles, his friends and 
motorcycle clubs.

Bubby’s dad taught him 
how to work on vehicles, but 
he says it was a natural talent 
too.

“I was born with mechan-
ical knowledge,” he said. “I 
didn’t have to get no book 
and learn how to work on a 
motor, I just figured it out 
and made it work.”

He built his motorcycle re-
pair business on the side, and 
one day decided to go to work 
for himself. He advertises al-
most solely by word of mouth 
and handing out business 
cards.

And it has worked. Bikes 
from Minnesota, New York, 
Washington, Vermont and 
elsewhere have rolled into his 
garage, their owners making 
pit stops in Frankfort after 
hearing about the shop from 
their relatives or friends.

Bubby works on four-
wheelers and any make of 
motorcycle – except Gold-
wings. (He took out a rare se-
ries of newspaper ads a few 
years ago to remind people 
of the new rule.)

“If you want to count mo-
torcycles, you could probably 
count 14 different names that 
you’ve heard, but really, it’s 
like 400,” he said. 

“They’ve got all kinds of 
crazy names.”

Bubby estimates he charg-
es about one-third what his 
competitors ask. He says he 

months,” said Jake Crouch, 
a climate scientist at NOAA’s 
National Climatic Data Cen-
ter in Ashville, N.C.

Meteorologists say an un-
usual confluence of several 
weather patterns, including 
La Niña, was the direct cause 
of the warm start to 2012. 
While individual events can’t 
be blamed on global warm-
ing, Couch said this is like the 
extremes that are supposed 
to get more frequent because 
of manmade climate change 
from the burning of fossil fu-
els such as coal and oil.

It’s important to note that 
this unusual winter heat is 
mostly a North America phe-
nomenon. Much of the rest 
of the Northern Hemisphere 
has been cold, said NOAA 
meteorologist Martin Hoer-
ling.

The first quarter of 2012 
broke the January-March 
record by 1.4 degrees. Usu-
ally records are broken by 
just one- or two-tenths of a 
degree. U.S. temperature re-
cords date to 1895.

The atypical heat goes 
back even further. The U.S. 
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A couple enjoy a sunny March afternoon against the backdrop of the Midtown skyline from Pied-
mont Park in Atlanta. 

has no reason to charge “an 
outrageous amount.” His ga-
rage is paid off, and he gets a 
great deal on parts from a lo-
cal supplier.

He just reopened for the 
season a few weeks ago, and 
already he’s got a lot of busi-
ness lined up. He rattles off a 
list of motorcycles expected 
to arrive at the shop in the 
next few days.

When he finished his 
week’s work recently, he 
spent his Sunday night re-
painting his own Honda 750 
to look brand new.

“We need another Bubby,” 
Polly said of her husband’s 
busy schedule.

But it’s not so busy that he 
doesn’t relax.

“I’ve got 12 channels that 
play Westerns – that’s what I 
do when I’m resting,” he said, 
pointing to the TV across the 
room, the walls lined with 

framed photos of actors in 
10-gallon hats, animal horns 
and cowboy-style pistols. 

“If I don’t like the Western 
that’s on one channel, I go to 
another one.”

Polly doesn’t share her 
husband’s love of Westerns 
– she’s more of a murder 
mystery fan. The couple has 
separate TV rooms, and they 
laugh when asked if that’s 
the secret to their marriage 
success.

“She tells me, ‘Your room 
needs dusting,’ and I say, ‘No 
– they didn’t dust back in the 
cowboy days,’” Bubby said.

The couple met when 
Bubby was 18 and Polly was 
17. For their first date he 
drove her to Graefenburg 
on his Bonneville Triumph, 
rumbling back into Frank-
fort “right at the edge of 
dark.”

On each of their next four 
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Norman “Bubby” Moore plays guitar in his “TV room” with photographs of John Wayne and other Western stars on the walls.
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Bubby plays the harmonica in his recliner.

dates, he picked her up in a 
different car, which he’d col-
lected by working at a ga-
rage.

“I don’t know, I just fell in 
love with her immediately,” 
he said.

They married and went on 

to have two daughters and 
three grandkids. They’ve 
lived in the same house for 
44 years.

Polly says they’re just 
compatible.

Chelsea Woolums, their 
eldest granddaughter at 

20, said she looks up to her 
grandparents.

“It’s because of them and 
my other grandparents that 
I have hope that marriages 
can last,” she said, sitting in a 
chair between the two.

“I want a marriage like 
that. I want to be able to bick-
er and it be OK and know that 
it’s going to last 50 years.”

The couple was in a band 
together for 13 years, with 
Polly singing and Bubby play-
ing guitar along with several 
other members.

He still has his first gui-
tar, a gift from his mother, 
who taught him three chords 
to get him started. He plays 
guitar, banjo, fiddle and har-
monica by ear, in particular 
songs from films, church or 
classic country musicians 
like Loretta Lynn and Patsy 
Cline.

He readily pulls his instru-
ments out to play requests. 
He’s a fast talker, and he’s got 
an opinion on just about ev-
erything.

Like the recession: “I wor-
ry about these kids, getting 
out of college and can’t find 
any jobs.”

And the quality of mod-
ern-day manufacturing: 
“Ain’t nothing made good no 
more. I’m sorry.”

And, after a recent battle 
with DirecTV satellite ser-
vice: “I called (the DISH ser-
vice rep) and told her, ‘Why 
don’t y’all make a commer-
cial? I’d do it for free!’ It’s an 
honest company, I’m telling 
you.”

The channels that stream 
through his satellite dish: 
“I don’t watch HBO, it’s gar-
bage – sex and a bunch of 
kids. Don’t watch that kind 
of stuff. You sure wouldn’t 
want to watch it if you go to 
church.”

Chelsea says meeting her 
grandpa is an experience in 
itself.

“He needs to be his own 
stop in town,” she said. “He 
needs to be a tourist attrac-
tion.” 

winter of 2010-2011 was 
slightly cooler than normal 
and one of the snowiest in 
recent years, but after that 
things started heating up. 
The summer of 2011 was the 
second warmest summer on 
record.

The winter that just end-
ed, which in some places 
was called the year with-
out winter, was the fourth 
warmest on record. Since 
last April, it’s been the hot-
test 12-month stretch on re-
cord, Crouch said.

But the month where the 
warmth turned especially 
weird was March.

Normally, March aver-
ages 42.5 degrees across the 
country. This year, the aver-
age was 51.1, which is closer 
to the average for April. Only 
one other time ‚Äî in January 
2006 ‚Äî was the country as a 
whole that much hotter than 
normal for an entire month.

The “icebox of America,” 
International Falls, Minn., 
saw temperatures in the 70s 
for five days in March, and 
there were only three days of 
below zero temperatures all 
month.

In March, at least 7,775 
weather stations across the 
nation broke daily high tem-
perature records and an-
other 7,517 broke records for 
night-time heat. Combined, 
that’s more high tempera-
ture records broken in one 
month than ever before, 
Crouch said.

“When you look at what’s 
happened in March this 
year, it’s beyond unbeliev-
able,” said University of Vic-
toria climate scientist An-
drew Weaver.

NOAA climate scientist 
Gabriel Vecchi compared 
the increase in weather ex-
tremes to baseball players 
on steroids: You can’t say an 
individual homer is because 
of steroids, but they are hit 
more often and the long-held 
records for home runs fall.

They seem to be falling 
far more often because of 
global warming, said NASA 
top climate scientist James 
Hansen. Hansen said that 
heat extremes aren’t just in-
creasing but happening far 
more often than scientists 
thought.

Who’s Who
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