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Daily News, Bowling Green, Ky., on prescription and OTC drug 
legislation:

Kentuckians should be pleased to 
learn that a bill to curb prescription 
drug abuse in our state will likely 
become law, but should be disap-

pointed to see a bill that would help the battle 
on methamphetamine in our state become wa-
tered down, limiting its effectiveness.

The prescription drug bill is a move in the 
right direction as our state continues to see 
needless overdoses and deaths in relation to 
these drugs.

The legislation is intended to control the 
problem of “pill mills” — pain clinics run by 
unscrupulous owners who prey on people with 
pain pill addictions. It is also meant to curb 
“doctor shopping” by addicts or drug dealers 
who get prescriptions from more than one doc-
tor and then get them fi lled at multiple phar-
macies.

Under the bill, police and prosecutors could 
use the Kentucky All Schedule Prescription 
Electronic Reporting program to monitor doc-
tors who overprescribe painkillers and it would 
be monitored through the attorney general’s 
offi ce. ...

The legislation also requires pharmacists 
to record prescription information and allows 
that information to be shared with state and 
federal law enforcement authorities, physi-
cians and pharmacists. ...

While it appears this will become law, it 
is more than disheartening that some in the 
legislature caved in to an out-of-state group, 
which spent big bucks to weaken a meth bill 
that has proved effective elsewhere.

Early in the session, a bill was introduced 
that we supported that would have required a 
prescription for medicines containing pseudo-
ephedrine, the main ingredient used in mak-
ing methamphetamine. Under the bill, people 
would still be able to buy cold medicines with 
pseudoephedrine in a gel capsule.

That bill was withdrawn and the one that 
appears ready for passage simply doesn’t go far 
enough.

The current proposal would limit any one 
person’s purchases to no more than 7.2 grams 
in a month or 24 grams in a year. That’s the 
equivalent of two boxes a month or 10 boxes a 
year. People who need more than that would 
have to get a prescription.

The Consumer Healthcare Products Asso-
ciation of Washington, D.C., even fought this 
measure saying it would hurt Kentucky fami-
lies who need the medicine. ...

Hopefully, in the next year’s session more 
legislators will stand up to this group and make 
it clear that we are going to look after Kentuck-
ians. ...

Meth bill
too weak

OTHER VIEWS AROUND KENTUCKY

Barack Obama’s intellectual 
sociopathy – his often breezy 
and sometimes loutish indif-
ference to truth – should no 

longer startle. It should, however, in-
fl uence Mitt Romney’s choice of a run-
ning mate. 

In his 2010 State of the Union ad-
dress, Obama fl agrantly misrepre-
sented the Supreme Court’s Citizens 
United decision, which did not  “open 
the fl oodgates” for foreign corpora-
tions “to spend without limit in our 
elections” (the law prohibiting foreign 
money was untouched by Citizens 
United) and did not) reverse “a century 
of law.” Although Obama is not near-
ly as well educated as many thought, 
and he thinks, he surely knows he was 
absurd when he said last Monday, re-
garding Obamacare, that it would be 
“unprecedented” for the Supreme 
Court to overturn a “passed law.”   

More important, and particularly 
pertinent to Romney’s choice, was 
Obama’s Tuesday speech compre-
hensively misrepresenting Rep. Paul 
Ryan’s budget. (For Ryan’s refutation 
of Obama, go to http://ow.ly/a6hPz.) 
Remarkably, the 42-year-old congress-
man is today’s agenda-setting Repub-
lican. Admirably, Romney has em-
braced Ryan’s approach to altering the 
ruinous trajectory of the entitlement 
state and forestalling what that trajec-
tory presages, a “government-centered 
society” (Romney’s phrase in his fi ne 
Milwaukee speech Tuesday night).   

Obama’s defense of reactionary lib-
eralism – whatever is must ever be, on-
ly increased – is not weighed down by 
the ballast of scruples. His defense will 
be his campaign because he cannot 
forever distract the nation and mes-
merize the media with such horrors as 

a 30-year-old law student being unable 
to make someone else pay for her con-
traception. So Romney’s running mate 
should have intellectual fi repower, 
born of immersion in policy complexi-
ties, suffi cient to refute Obama’s mer-
etricious claims and derelictions of 
duty. Here are two excellent choices: 

Ryan already is at the center of the 
campaign, and is the world’s foremost 
expert on the Ryan-Romney plan. No 
one is more marinated in the facts 
to which Obama is averse. Ryan has 
not yet honed his rhetorical skills for 
communicating complexities to lay-
persons, but he is a quick study. One 
drawback is that he is invaluable as 
chairman of the Budget Committee 
and in 2015 might become chairman 
of Ways and Means. 

Louisiana’s Gov. Bobby Jindal, 40, 
was a 20-year-old congressional staffer 
when he authored a substantial re-
port on reforming Medicare fi nancing. 
At 24, he became head of Louisiana’s 
Department of Health and Hospitals, 
with 12,000 employees and 40 percent 
of the state budget. Back in Washing-
ton at 26, he was executive director of 
the National Bipartisan Commission 
on the Future of Medicare. In 1999, he 
became president of Louisiana’s larg-
est state university system, which has 
80,000 students. In 2001, he served as 
an assistant secretary of health and 
human services. He became governor 
after three years in Congress. 

Faux realists will belabor Romney 
with unhistorical cleverness, urging 
him to choose a running mate who 
supposedly will sway this or that de-
mographic cohort or carry a particular 
state. But are, for example, Hispanics 
nationwide such a homogeneous co-
hort that, say, those who came to Colo-

rado from Mexico will identify with a 
son of Cuban immigrants to Florida 
(Sen. Marco Rubio)? Do these realists 
know that according to exit polls, Ne-
vada’s Hispanic Gov. Brian Sandoval, a 
Republican, won only about a third of 
the Hispanic vote in 2010? 

Furthermore, in the 16 elections 
since World War II, 10 presidential can-
didates have failed to carry the home 
state of their vice presidential running 
mates. Gov. Earl Warren could not car-
ry California for Tom Dewey in 1948; 
Sen. Estes Kefauver could not carry 
Tennessee for Adlai Stevenson in 1956; 
former Sen.  Henry Cabot Lodge could 
not carry Massachusetts for Richard 
Nixon in 1960; Rep. Bill Miller could 
not carry New York for Barry Goldwa-
ter in 1964; Gov. Spiro Agnew could 
not carry Maryland for Nixon in 1968; 
Sargent Shriver could not carry Mary-
land for George McGovern in 1972; 
Rep. Geraldine Ferraro could not carry 
New York (or women, or even her con-
gressional district) for Walter Mondale 
in 1984; Sen. Lloyd Bentsen could not 
carry Texas for Michael Dukakis in 
1988; Jack Kemp could not carry New 
York for Bob Dole in 1996; Sen. John 
Edwards could not carry North Caro-
lina for John Kerry in 2004. 

For the next decade, American poli-
tics will turn on this truth: Slowing 
the growth of the entitlement state is 
absolutely necessary and intensely 
unpopular. In this situation, which is 
ripe for a demagogue such as the Huey 
Long from Chicago’s Hyde Park, Rom-
ney’s choice of running mate should 
promise something Washington now 
lacks – adult supervision.     
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VP critical for Romney
Right running mate could set adult tone for campaign

GEORGE F. WILL

Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader on race-day drug ban:

Horse racing is and always will be a 
dangerous sport.

Human and equine athletes com-
pete at high speed in crowded fi elds 

relying on muscle, bone and split-second judg-
ment to keep them safe. There are factors that 
affect that risk, including the integrity of own-
ers, trainers, veterinarians and racing offi cials.

The challenge horse racing faces is convinc-
ing the public that it’s doing everything pos-
sible to reduce the risk. It’s a challenge the sport 
simply has not met.

The only realistic solution is to embrace the 
efforts of Kentucky Rep. Ed Whitfi eld and New 
Mexico Sen. Tom Udall to amend the Interstate 
Horseracing Act of 1978 to prohibit adminis-
tering performance-enhancing drugs on race 
days to horses in simulcast races. Hundreds of 
people in the industry have signed a letter ad-
vocating federal oversight.

Performance-enhancing drugs are often 
used to mask pain so that a sore horse will still 
run hard. As most human athletes know, pain 
is a message that, if ignored, can lead to serious 
injury. In horses, serious injuries are often fatal.

Worse, if a breakdown happens during a 
race, the horse, rider and the competitors are 
endangered. ...

As for serious fans, handicappers, they 
are drawn to the challenge of sifting through 
reams of facts and fi gures on past performanc-
es to envision how the next race will play out. 
This all falls apart if a horse runs well because 
it’s been given a mega-dose of a painkiller. ...

Some animal rights activists will probably 
never accept the inherent risk of horse racing 
as anything other than cruelty. Racing fans will 
always have a twinge of fear when the gates 
open but will go on loving the sport.

In between, there are millions of people who 
might be fans if they could only believe that 
some authority is watching out for the safety of 
horse and rider in every race in every state.

More humane racing

U.S. troops save Afghan lives, too
The News & Observer of Raleigh on heroes in Af-
ghanistan:

A ll that Army National Guards-
man Spec. Dennis Weichel 
knew when a group of chil-
dren neared his convoy in 

March was that they could be in dan-
ger. The Afghan children, in a north-
eastern province, were in the area try-
ing to retrieve shell casings at a fi ring 
range to sell for scrap.

Weichel leaped from his vehicle to 
get the children out of the way. But 
then one of them darted under a ve-
hicle, whereupon Weichel crawled un-

der that vehicle and pushed the child 
out of the way. The youngster made it. 
Weichel was run over and killed.

And in southeastern Pakistan, 
medics from a military combat out-
post saved the life of a child seriously 
injured by a homemade bomb. The 
bomb was the creation of his father, a 
member of the Taliban organization.

Civilian casualties are an unfortu-
nate reality of war, despite American 
efforts to limit them. Then there are 
awful aberrations such as the deaths 
of 17 Afghan civilians, allegedly at the 
hands of a U.S. soldier who has been 
charged with 17 counts of murder. 

That incident was horrifi c, and there 
was no reason or excuse for it.

But most members of U.S. forces do 
all within their power, even putting 
themselves in danger — in the case of 
Weichel, deadly danger — to help ci-
vilians. And Afghan civilians know it. 
Of the contrast between Weichel’s ac-
tion and that of Army Staff Sgt. Robert 
Bales, charged in those 17 killings, one 
Afghan who happens to be the uncle 
of the boy Weichel saved, said, “As 
you know, all fi ve fi ngers on one hand 
are not equal, and it’s the same with 
American soldiers.” ...
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