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Syrians fi re across 2 borders, confl ict deepens
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Free Syrian Army fighters gather on a corner during fighting Friday with Syrian troops in a suburb 
of Damascus, Syria.
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KILIS, Turkey (AP) – The 
bloody conf lict in Syria 
spilled across two borders 
today, killing a cameraman 
in Lebanon and wounding at 
least fi ve people in a refugee 
camp in Turkey as gunfire 
flew across the tense fron-
tiers, authorities said.

The violence came as a 
U.N.-brokered peace plan all 
but collapsed and bolstered 
fears that the uprising could 
spark a broader conflagra-
tion by sucking in neighbor-
ing countries.

Ali Shaaban, a camera-
man for the Al Jadeed tele-
vision station, was filming 
in Lebanon’s northern Wadi 
Khaled area when a bullet 
pierced his chest, Lebanese 
security officials said. The 
gunfi re came from the near-
by Syrian village of Armouta, 
the offi cials said.

Shaaban, who was born in 
1980, died on the way to the 
hospital, the offi cials said on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with regulations.

His colleague, report-
er Hussein Khreis, said the 
team heard heavy gunfire 
around them from all sides, 
“falling like rain.” Shaaban 
was inside a car when he was 
struck, Khreis said.

“If you see the car you 
would think it was in a war 
zone,” Khreis said on Al 
Jadeed TV. “It is completely 
destroyed from the bullets.”

He said they waited for 
more than two hours for the 
army and some residents to 
come and pull them out to 
safety.

“I ask forgiveness from 
Ali’s family because I couldn’t 
do anything for him,” he said, 
breaking into tears.

Earlier today, Syrian forc-
es fi red across the border in-

to a refugee camp in Turkey, 
wounding at least fi ve peo-
ple, authorities said.

The Syrian soldiers were 
believed to be fi ring at reb-
els who tried to escape to 
the refugee camp after am-
bushing a military check-
point, according to the Brit-
ain-based Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, cit-
ing a network of sources on 
the ground.

Turkey shelters thousands 
of refugees who have fled 
Syria as President Bashar 
Assad tries to crush a revolt 
against his regime. The U.N. 
estimates some 9,000 peo-
ple have been killed in Syria 
since March 2011, when the 
uprising began.

The Syrian revolt began 
with mostly peaceful pro-
tests against Assad’s regime, 
a family dynasty that has 
ruled the country for four 
decades. But in the face of a 
relentless military assault on 
protests, the opposition has 

become increasingly milita-
rized.

Now, the uprising resem-
bles an armed insurgency, 
and there are fears the coun-
try is spiraling toward civil 
war. International envoy Ko-
fi  Annan brokered a cease-
fi re that was supposed to be-
gin Tuesday, but the plan is 
in tatters.

Syrian troops were meant 
to pull out of population cen-
ters by Tuesday morning, but 
the government on Sunday 
introduced a new demand 
– saying it cannot withdraw 
without written guaran-
tees from opposition fi ght-
ers that they will lay down 
their arms. Syria’s main reb-
el group rejected the govern-
ment’s demands.

The Syrian opposition 
and Western leaders had 
been skeptical all along 
that Assad would live up to 
his commitment to a truce 
because he broke similar 
promises in the past and es-

calated attacks on opposi-
tion strongholds in the days 
leading up to the cease-fi re 
deadline.

Turkey hosts some 24,000 
Syrian refugees, including 
hundreds of army defectors, 
and has fl oated the idea of 
setting up a buffer zone in-
side Syria if the fl ow of dis-
placed people across its bor-
der becomes overwhelming.

The two countries share a 
566-mile border, and parts of 
southern Turkey near Syria 
are informal logistics bases 
for rebels, who collect food 
and other supplies in Turkey 
and smuggle them to com-
rades across the border.

According to the Syri-
an Observatory for Human 
Rights, the fi ghting along the 
Turkish border began be-
fore dawn today when rebel 
fi ghters attacked Syrian sol-
diers manning a checkpoint 
near the Turkish border, kill-
ing six soldiers.

Rami Abdul-Rahman, a 

spokesman for the Obser-
vatory, said the troops then 
kept fi ring as they pursued 
eight wounded rebels who 
escaped to the camp just 
across the border in Turkey, 
sending bullets whizzing 
across the frontier.

According to the Obser-
vatory, the shooting wound-
ed fi ve people in the camp, 
which is next to the Oncu-
pinar border post near the 
town of Kilis in Gaziantep 
province.

The Observatory reported 
that two people later died of 
their injuries, but that could 
not be immediately con-
fi rmed.

The provincial gover-
nor, Yusuf Odabas, said fi ve 
people were wounded: three 
Syrians, one Turkish trans-
lator and one Turkish police-
man. The translator had en-
tered the camp to try to help 
calm an anti-Assad protest, 
he said. The governor said 
Turkish military forces did 
not return fi re.

Ankara, which has been 
among Assad’s harshest crit-
ics, summoned the Syrian 
charge d’affaires in response 
to the shooting and called 
for an immediate halt to the 
gunfi re.

Annan is scheduled to vis-
it to one of the refugee camps 
in Hatay province, bordering 
Syria, on Tuesday afternoon, 
Turkey’s Foreign Ministry 
said.

“Annan’s one-hour visit 
to Hatay tomorrow is criti-
cal, he will see the situation 
himself,” Naci Koru, Turkey’s 
deputy foreign minister, 
said, according to state-run 
TRT television.

Koru also said the dead-
line for the troop withdraw-
al has become “void at this 
stage.”

Annan has been on a dip-

lomatic push to rally support 
for his cease-fi re deal. The 
international community, 
which so far is unwilling to 
contemplate military inter-
vention, has had little lever-
age over Syria.

But Iran, Russia and China 
have been Assad’s strongest 
supporters. Annan already 
has traveled to Moscow and 
Beijing, and he was expected 
in Tehran on Tuesday.

On Monday, Russia was 
hosting Syrian Foreign Min-
ister Walid Moallem.

It is not clear whether 
Moscow will try to pressure 
Syria to comply with the 
cease-fi re plan, though Rus-
sia said Monday it may send 
its observers to Syria as part 
of a potential U.N. monitor-
ing mission.

Also Monday, Human 
Rights Watch said it has doc-
umented the killings by Syr-
ian forces of 85 civilians, 
including women and chil-
dren, and the summary exe-
cutions of at least 16 wound-
ed or captured opposition 
fi ghters.

“In a desperate attempt 
to crush the uprising, Syr-
ian forces have executed 
people in cold blood, civil-
ians and opposition fi ghters 
alike,” said Ole Solvang, a re-
searcher for the group. “They 
are doing it in broad daylight 
and in front of witnesses, ev-
idently not concerned about 
any accountability for their 
crimes.”

The New York-based 
group said it only included 
cases corroborated by wit-
nesses, but has received 
many more reports of simi-
lar incidents.
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TEHRAN, Iran (AP) –
Iran’s nuclear chief signaled 
Tehran’s envoys may bring a 
compromise offer to the talks 
this week with world powers: 
Promising to eventually stop 
producing its most highly 
enriched uranium, while not 
totally abandoning its ability 
to make nuclear fuel.

The proposal outlined 
late Sunday seeks to direct-
ly address one of the poten-
tial main issues in the talks 
scheduled to begin Friday 
between Iran and the five 
permanent Security Council 
members plus Germany.

The U.S. and others have 
raised serious concerns 
about Iran’s production and 
stockpile of uranium en-
riched to 20 percent, which 
could be turned into weap-
ons-grade strength in a mat-
ter of months.

But the proposal described 
by Iran’s nuclear chief, Fere-
idoun Abbasi, may not go far 
enough to satisfy the West 
because it would leave the 
higher enriched uranium 
still in Tehran’s hands rather 
than transferred outside the 
country.

Abbasi said Tehran could 
stop its production of 20 
percent enriched uranium 
needed for a research reac-
tor, and continue enriching 
uranium to lower levels for 
power generation.

This could take place once 
Iran has stockpiled enough 
of the 20 percent enriched 
uranium, Abbasi told state 
TV. The 20 percent enriched 
material can be used for 
medical research and treat-
ments.

The enrichment issue lies 
at the core of the dispute be-
tween Iran and the West, 
which fears Tehran is seeking 

an atomic weapon – a charge 
the country denies, insisting 
its uranium program is for 
peaceful purposes only.

Uranium has to be en-
riched to more than 90 per-
cent to be used for a nuclear 
weapon, but with Iran en-
riching uranium to 20 per-
cent levels, there are con-
cerns it has come a step clos-
er to nuclear weapons capa-
bility.

Abbasi said production of 
uranium enriched up to 20 
percent is not part of the na-
tion’s long-term program – 
beyond amounts needed for 
its research reactor in Teh-
ran – and insisted that Iran 
“doesn’t need” to enrich be-
yond the 20 percent levels.

“The job is being carried 
out based on need,” he said. 
“When the need is met, we 
will decrease production 
and it is even possible to 
completely reverse to only 
3.5 percent” enrichment lev-
els.

It was not immediate-
ly clear whether Abbasi’s 
comments refl ect what will 
be Tehran’s official stance 
when the negotiations be-
gin in Istanbul more than 14 
months after the last round 
collapsed.

Meanwhile, Foreign Min-
ister Ali Akbar Salehi was 
quoted on the Iranian par-
liament’s website on Monday 
as saying he hopes for some 
progress in the upcoming 
talks but warned Iran would 
not accept any precondi-
tions.

“We will honestly try to 
have the two sides conclude 
with a win-win situation in 
which Iran achieves its rights 
while removing concerns of 
fi ve-plus-one group,” he said. 
“But imposing any condi-
tions before the talks would 
be meaningless.”

Iran insists it has full 
rights under the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation treaty to 
enrich uranium to create 
nuclear fuel and says it only 
seeks enrichment levels to 
power reactors, but the U.S. 
and others worry that the 
same process can be used to 
make weapons-grade mate-
rial.

Ahead of Istanbul, there 
are signs Tehran is confi dent 
it may have beaten back the 
toughest Western demands 
for a complete halt to ura-
nium enrichment and that 
some bargaining room has 
now been opened for new 
proposals.

Abbasi’s remarks follow 
a bravado last week from 
Iranian lawmaker Gholam 
Reza Mesbahi Moghadam, 
who claimed Tehran has the 
know-how and the capability 
to produce a nuclear weapon 
but would never do so.

Moghadam also said that 

Iran has the means to pro-
duce 90-plus percent en-
richment, though he did not 
elaborate

After a protracted f lap 
over the venue for the talks, 
Iranian state TV reported 
Sunday that both sides had 
agreed on Istanbul. It said a 
second round would be held 
in Baghdad but that its tim-
ing would be decided during 
the meeting in Turkey.

The venue still has to be 
formally confirmed by EU 
foreign affairs chief Cath-
erine Ashton. But speaking 
from a European Union cap-
ital, a diplomat familiar with 
the preparations for the talks 
confi rmed to The Associated 
Press on today that Istanbul 
had been chosen for the fi rst 
round.

The diplomat demanded 
anonymity because he was 
not authorized to disclose 
the information ahead of the 
formal announcement.

Ahead of world nuclear talks, 
Iran floats compromise SEOUL, South Korea 

(AP) – Recent satellite im-
ages show North Korea is 
digging a new underground 
tunnel in what appears to 
be preparation for a third 
nuclear test, according to 
South Korean intelligence 
offi cials.

The excavation at North 
Korea’s northeast Punggye-
ri site, where nuclear tests 
were conducted in 2006 and 
2009, is in its fi nal stages, 
according to a report by in-
telligence offi cials that was 
shared today with The As-
sociated Press.

Its release comes as 
North Korea prepares to 
launch a long-range rocket 
that Washington and oth-
ers say is a cover for test-
ing missile technology that 
could be used to fi re on the 
United States.

Observers fear a repeat 
of 2009, when international 
criticism of the North’s last 
long-range rocket launch 
prompted Pyongyang to 
walk away from nuclear 
disarmament negotiations 
and, weeks later, conduct its 
second nuclear test. A year 
later, 50 South Korean were 
killed in attacks blamed on 
the North.

“North Korea is covertly 
preparing for a third nucle-
ar test, which would be an-
other grave provocation,” 
said the report, which cit-
ed satellite photos. “North 
Korea is digging up a new 
underground tunnel at the 
Punggye-ri nuclear test site, 
in addition to its existing 
two underground tunnels, 
and it has been confi rmed 
that the excavation works 
are in the fi nal stages.”

South Korea says North 
preparing for nuclear test
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