
C M Y K C M Y K

PAGE A2   ■    APRIL 9,  2012   ■    THE STATE JOURNAL   ■    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The State Journal publishes brief 
death notices at no charge. 
This notice includes name, age, 
date and place of death, funeral 
home, memorial contributions, 
visitation, spouse name, services 
and a photo. Families who want 
additional information published 
may do so for a charge based on 
length, $7.50 per column inch 
(7 lines of text per inch). Pictures 
may be submitted with any 
paid obituary. Obituaries are 
accepted only from funeral 
homes. Obituaries also appear 
on www.state-journal.com.

OBITUARY POLICY

WALLACE | He loved that when he showed 
up for an interview it made people nervous
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This 1968 photo released by CBS shows “60 Minutes” correspondents Harry Reasoner, left, and 
Mike Wallace, right, with creator and producer Don Hewitt on the set in New York. Wallace, famed 
for his tough interviews on “60 Minutes,” has died.

and a question so direct it 
took your breath away.

He was well aware that his 
reputation arrived at an in-
terview before he did, said 
Jeff Fager, CBS News chair-
man and Wallace’s long-time 
producer at “60 Minutes.”

“He loved it,” Fager said 
Sunday. “He loved that part 
of Mike Wallace. He loved 
being Mike Wallace. He loved 
the fact that if he showed up 
for an interview, it made peo-
ple nervous. ... He knew, and 
he knew that everybody else 
knew, that he was going to 
get to the truth. And that’s 
what motivated him.”

Wallace made “60 Min-
utes” compulsively watch-
able, television’s first news-
magazine that became ap-
pointment viewing on Sun-
day nights. His last interview, 
in January 2008, was with 
Roger Clemens on his alleged 
steroid use. Slowed by a tri-
ple bypass later that month 
and the ravages of time on a 
once-sharp mind, he retired 
from public life.

During the Iranian hos-
tage crisis in 1979, Wallace 
asked Iran’s Ayatollah Kho-
meini – then a feared figure – 
what he thought about being 
called “a lunatic” by Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. Kho-
meini answered by predict-
ing Sadat’s assassination.

Late in his career, he in-
terviewed Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and chal-
lenged him: “This isn’t a real 
democracy, come on!” Pu-
tin’s aides tried fruitlessly to 
halt the interview.

In 1973, with the Water-
gate scandal growing, he sat 
with top Nixon aide John Eh-
rlichman and read a long list 
of alleged crimes, from mon-
ey laundering to obstructing 
justice. “All of this,” Wallace 
noted, “by the law-and-order 
administration of Richard 
Nixon.”

The surly Ehrlichman 
could only respond: “Is there 
a question in there some-
where?”

In the early 1990s, Wal-
lace reduced Barbra Strei-
sand to tears as he scolded 
her for being “totally self-ab-
sorbed” when she was young 
and mocked her decades of 
psychoanalysis. “What is it 
she is trying to find out that 
takes 20 years?” Wallace 
wondered.

“He was hands down the 
best television interviewer 
ever,” said Steve Kroft, his 
former “60 Minutes” col-
league. “I can’t think of any-
one, besides (CBS legend Ed-
ward R.) Murrow, who had a 
greater influence in shaping 
television journalism.”

Raymond 
Bright

VERSAILLES – Services for 
Raymond Edward Bright, 72, 
husband of Frances Sturgeon 
Bright, are 6 p.m. Wednesday 
at Clark Funeral Home.

He died Friday. Visitation 
will be 4-6 p.m. Wednesday.

Brad Smith
Services for H. Brad-

ley Smith, 71, of Frankfort, 
will be 11 a.m. Tuesday at 
Rogers Funeral Home. Mr. 
Smith died Saturday at the 
V. A. Hospital in Lexington. 

He was born February 
12, 1941, in Detroit, Michi-
gan, to the late Herbert and 
Eleanor Dudek Smith. He 
was an attorney. 

Mr. Smith served in the 
U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division during the Viet-
nam War. 

Survivors include one 
brother, Ron Smith, of 
Cleveland, Ohio; three 
nieces, Angela Smith Zam-
bardino, of Greenville, 
North Carolina, Robin and 
Jodie Parrino of Califor-
nia; and a number of good 
friends here in Frankfort. 

Friends may call the fu-
neral home between 5-7 
p.m. today.

“60 Minutes” pioneered 
the use of “ambush inter-
views,” with reporter and 
camera crew corralling al-
leged wrongdoers in park-
ing lots, hallways, wherev-
er a comment – or at least a 
stricken expression – might 
be harvested from someone 
dodging reporters’ phone 
calls. Wallace once went af-
ter a medical laboratory of-
fering Medicaid kickbacks to 
doctors in this fashion.

They were phased out af-
ter founding executive pro-
ducer Don Hewitt termed 
them “showbiz baloney.” ‘’Fi-
nally I said, ‘Hey, kid, maybe 
it’s time to retire that trench-
coat,’” Hewitt recalled.

Wallace’s late colleague 
Harry Reasoner once said, 
“There is one thing that 
Mike can do better than any-
body else: With an angelic 
smile, he can ask a question 
that would get anyone else 
smashed in the face.”

Fager’s first contact with 
Wallace – as a young produc-
er he had to shorten one of 
Wallace’s stories for anoth-
er broadcast – left him more 
frightened than anything he 
had to do professionally to 
that point. Eventually, Fag-
er became one of Wallace’s 
producers and, as the top 
producer at “60 Minutes,” 
the one who had to delicate-
ly convince a man who never 
wanted to retire that it was 
time to hang it up.

“I was scared of him and 
intimidated by him,” he said. 
“He knew it and he would 
just make you more miser-
able. That was Mike. He al-
ways had a twinkle in his eye, 
and even if you were intimi-
dated by him, it was hard not 
to love him.”

ABC’s Diane Sawyer, a for-
mer “60 Minutes” colleague, 
said Wallace’s energy and 
nerve set the show’s pace. 
“He bounded through the 
halls with joy at the prospect 
of the new, the true, the un-
expected,” she said.

His prosecutorial style 
was admired, imitated, con-
demned and lampooned. 
In a 1984 skit on “Saturday 
Night Live,” Harry Shearer 
impersonated Wallace, and 
Martin Short played wea-
selly, chain-smoking attor-
ney Nathan Thurm, who 
becomes comically evasive, 
shifty-eyed and nervous un-
der questioning.

Wallace was hired when 
Hewitt put together the staff 
of “60 Minutes” at its in-
ception in 1968. The show 
wasn’t a hit at first, but 
worked its way up to the top 
10 in the 1977-78 season and 
remained there year after 
year. Among other things, 
it proved there could be big 
profits in TV journalism. It 
remains the most popular 
newsmagazine on TV.

Wallace said he didn’t 
think he had an unfair ad-
vantage over his interview 
subjects: “The person I’m in-

terviewing has not been sub-
poenaed. He’s in charge of 
himself, and he lives with his 
subject matter every day. All 
I’m armed with is research.”

Wallace himself became 
a dramatic character in sev-
eral projects, from the stage 
version of “Frost/Nixon,” 
when he was played by Ste-
phen Rowe, to the 1999 film 
“The Insider,” based in part 
on a 1995 “60 Minutes” sto-
ry about tobacco indus-
try whistle-blower Jeffrey 
Wigand, who accused Brown 
& Williamson of intention-
ally adding nicotine to ciga-
rettes. CBS News initially cut 
Wigand’s interview for fear 
of being sued.

In all, his television ca-
reer spanned six decades, 
much of it at CBS. In 1949, he 
appeared as Myron Wallace 
in a show called “Majority 
Rules.” In the early 1950s he 
was an announcer and game 
show host. In the mid-1950s 
he hosted “Night Beat,” a 
series of one-on-one inter-
views that first won Wallace 
fame for his tough style.

After holding a variety of 
other news and entertain-
ment jobs, including serving 
as advertising pitchman for a 
cigarette brand, Wallace be-
came a full-time newsman 
for CBS in 1963.

He said it was the death 
of his 19-year-old son Peter 
in an accident in 1962 that 
made him decide to stick 
to serious journalism from 
then on. (Another son, Chris, 
followed his father and be-
came a broadcast journalist. 
He anchors “Fox News Sun-
day” on the Fox network.)

Wallace had a short stint 
reporting from Vietnam and 
took a sock in the jaw while 
covering the tumultuous 
1968 Democratic conven-
tion in Chicago. But he didn’t 
fit the stereotype of the East-
ern liberal journalist. He was 
a close friend of the Reagans 
and was once offered the job 
of Richard Nixon’s press sec-
retary. He called his politics 
moderate.

The most publicized law-
suit against him was by re-
tired Gen. William C. West-
moreland, who sought $120 
million for a 1982 “CBS Re-
ports” documentary, “The 
Uncounted Enemy: A Viet-
nam Deception,” that ac-
cused Westmoreland  and 
others of deliberately un-
derestimating enemy troop 
strength during the Vietnam 
War.

Westmoreland dropped 
the libel suit in 1985 after a 
long trial. Lawyers for each 
side later said legal costs of 
the suit totaled $12 million, 
of which $9 million was paid 
by CBS. Wallace said the 
case plunged him into a de-
pression that put him in the 
hospital for a week.

In 1996, he appeared be-
fore the Senate’s Special 
Committee on Aging to urge 
more federal funds for de-

pression research, saying 
that he had felt “lower, lower, 
lower than a snake’s belly” 
but had recovered through 
psychiatry and antidepres-
sants. He later disclosed that 
he once tried to commit sui-
cide during that dark period.

Wallace was born Myron 
Wallace on May 9, 1918, in 
Brookline, Mass. He began 
his news career in Chicago 
in the 1940s, first as a radio 
news writer for the Chicago 
Sun and then as a reporter 
for WMAQ. He started at CBS 
in 1951.

He was married four 
times. In 1986, he wed Mary 
Yates Wallace, the widow of 
his close friend and colleague 
Ted Yates, who had died in 
1967. Besides his wife, Wal-
lace is survived by his son, a 
stepdaughter, Pauline Dora 
and stepsons Eames and An-
gus Yates.

In all, his television career spanned six decades, 
much of it at CBS.

SCHOOLS
TODAY
Hearn Elementary School Council 
meets at 4:30 p.m. in the school 
library

Frankfort Independent Board of Edu-
cation meets at 6 p.m. at Wilkinson 
Street School

Franklin County Board of Education 
meets at 6 p.m. at the Board of Edu-
cation office, 916 E. Main St. 

T U E SDAY
Early Learning Village School Council 
meets at 4:45 p.m. in the school 
library

T U E SDAY, A PRI L 17
Collins Lane Elementary pre-registra-
tion for kindergarten and Jump Start, 
12:45-1:35 p.m.

W EDN E SDAY, A PRI L 18
Collins Lane Elementary pre-registra-
tion for kindergarten and Jump Start, 
12:45-1:35 p.m.

T U E SDAY, M AY 8
Early Learning Village School Council 
meets at 4:45 p.m. in the school 
library

MON DAY, M AY 14
Hearn Elementary School Council 
meets at 4:30 p.m. in the school 
library

MON DAY, J U N E 11
Hearn Elementary School Council 
meets at 4:30 p.m. in the school 
library

T U E SDAY, J U N E 12
Early Learning Village School Council 
meets at 4:45 p.m. in the school 
library

GOVERNMENT
T H U R SDAY
Fiscal Court meets for a work ses-
sion at 5 p.m. in the Fiscal Court 
conference room at 321 W. Main St., 
followed by a 6 p.m. meeting in the 
courtroom

ORGANIZATIONS
SAT U RDAY, A PRI L 21

The First Baptist Church Clothes 
Closet will be open from 9-11:30 
a.m. at 201 St. Clair Street

T H U R SDAY, M AY 3
The First Baptist Church Clothes 
Closet will be open from 9-11:30 
a.m. at 201 St. Clair Street

SAT U RDAY, M AY 19
The First Baptist Church Clothes 
Closet will be open from 9-11:30 
a.m. at 201 St. Clair Street

T H U R SDAY, J U N E 7
The First Baptist Church Clothes 
Closet will be open from 9-11:30 
a.m. at 201 St. Clair Street

NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS
T U E SDAYS
Narcotics Anonymous meets at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
1800 Louisville Road, from 7-8 p.m.

T H U R SDAYS
Narcotics Anonymous meets at Me-
morial Baptist Church, 130 Holmes 
St., from 7-8 p.m.

FRI DAYS
Narcotics Anonymous meets at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
1800 Louisville Road, from 7-8:30 
p.m.

OVEREATERS 
ANONYMOUS
T U E SDAYS
6:30 p.m., First Baptist Church at the 
Singing Bridge, 201 Saint Clair St.

FRI DAYS
12:30 p.m., Memorial Baptist 
Church, 130 Holmes Street 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS
SU N DAYS
Breakfast at Brando’s, Georgetown 
Road at Forks of the Elkhorn, open 
speaker/non smoking at 9 a.m.; 
Frankfort Group, 300 Strathmore 
Drive, open discussion at 11 a.m.


