
Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Should the county turn over
Nelson County Animal
Shelter operations to the
Humane Society?

>> More commentary, Page A6-7
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Local celebration highlights
life, goal of civil rights activist
JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
only 38 when his life came to an
untimely end outside the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis. This year he would
have been 83. King’s dream, which he
described in his “I have a dream
speech” is 48 years old and it was
apparent to those in attendance at the
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day cel-
ebration at St. Monica Catholic Church
Monday, the dream was still alive.

Members of the community met at
11 a.m. to discuss King’s legacy, fol-
lowed by a prayer at St. John’s AME
Zion Church at 219 E. Brashear Ave.
The group departed in a motorcade that
ended at St. Monica Catholic Church
on South Third Street, where people of

different races and denominations
gathered to celebrate with music and
prayer.

This year’s mistress of ceremonies

was Ann Bowdan, who is an anchor-
person and reporter at WLKY in
Louisville. Bowdan opened the cere-
mony and introduced speakers and per-
formers. Seating was scarce and fold-
ing chairs were brought out to accom-
modate the crowded church. Some
people stood in the back of the church.

“If you take a look around at this
packed sanctuary, his dream is being
fulfilled right now,” Bowdan said.
“There are still things that need to be
realized. That’s why we meet every
(year) and we can’t stop his dream yet.”

Kim Hickman, a parishioner at St.
Monica, took the day off from work to
help out with the celebration. She
handed out pamphlets at the door that
listed the names of speakers and per-
formers and helped with other parts of
the service. Hickman talked about what
the day meant to her.

“It is my duty to be of service to my
community and parish as an African-

“
There are still things that need to be realized. That’s
why we meet every (year) and we can’t stop his
dream yet.

ANN BOWDAN, SPEAKER AND WLKY ANCHOR WOMAN

JAMES CALVERT/The Kentucky Standard

Stevie Kimberland, Kevin Rogers and Perry Mitchell in the front row, performed with the Bardstown Community Choir
and Bardstown Men's Ministry performed at the opening of the Martin Luther King Day celebration at St. Monica
Catholic Church Monday.

Keeping Dr. King’s dream alive

Pastor Billy G. Jenkins Jr. was the
keynote speaker at the Martin
Luther King Day celebration at St.
Monica Catholic Church Monday. In
2000, Jenkins was awarded the
Whitney M. Young Jr. award for com-
mitment to social justice. Jenkins
read quotes from a Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. letter written when
he was imprisoned for peacefully
protesting in Birmingham in 1963.

See KING, page A10

JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

The number of Nelson County highway fatalities decreased
slightly in 2011 compared to 2010, according to figures
released by the Kentucky State Police headquarters in
Frankfort.

Last year nine people died on Nelson County roads, down
from 12 fatalities in 2010. There were also fewer fatalities
statewide with 760 in 2010 and 716 in 2011.

Alcohol-related crashes in Nelson County rose slightly from
57 in 2010 to 60 in 2011 but the number of alcohol related
fatalities are down in Nelson County. Statewide, there were

Debate continues
on what to do with
old library building
Decision delayed again by
Fiscal Court committee
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Any decision on the future of the Old Library
Building on Bardstown’s Court Square may be
delayed several more months, but plans to move the
planning commission and code enforcement offices
there are uncertain. 

Nelson Fiscal Court’s building committee met
Monday with representatives of the Joint City-
County Planning Commission and Nelson County
Code Enforcement to discuss the future of the build-
ing. 

The former library houses the Fine Arts Bardstown
Society gallery, but FABS doesn’t pay rent to use the
facility and the county is losing money on the build-
ing, said District 2 Magistrate Sam Hutchins, a build-
ing committee member alongside District 5
Magistrate Jerry Hahn. 

“We’re paying to heat and cool a building that we
are getting zero income out of,” Hutchins explained
Tuesday. 

Off and on for a few years, the county has dis-
cussed moving the planning commission from the
Old Courthouse to the Old Library Building, and
moving code enforcement there as well from its
building at 115 E. Stephen Foster Ave. Code enforce-
ment’s building is not in the best condition, and any
investment to improve it would not be worthwhile,
Hutchins said. 

But another reason to move the two entities into

Icy roads cause vehicle to
strike two on BG roadside
STAFF REPORT

A woman is still in serious condition after an
SUV struck two individuals standing outside their
vehicle on the shoulder of the Blue Grass Parkway
Sunday morning. 

As of early Tuesday afternoon, Samantha J.
Purtee, Ohio, was still in serious condition at
University of Louisville Hospital, according to
Community and Media Relations Manager David
McArthur. A second patient, Jeremy Napier, Ohio,
had been discharged by that time. 

Nelson County Sheriff’s Dep. Ramon Pineiroa
was reportedly on scene at the 17-mile marker of
the Blue Grass Parkway, where a single-vehicle,
non-injury accident had occurred. According to a
press release from the sheriff’s office, the driver of
the vehicle, Purtee, and a witness to the accident,
Napier, were standing outside the vehicle on the
shoulder of the roadway. 

Several minutes after Pineiroa’s arrival, at about
9:49 a.m., an SUV driven by Carri E. Crisp,
Owensboro, reportedly lost control on the icy road-
way, struck a guardrail on the roadway’s right shoul-
der, then struck Purtee and Napier. 

The sheriff’s office reported that Nelson County
EMS transported Purtee to Flaget Memorial
Hospital, from where she was immediately airlifted
to University of Louisville Hospital. Nelson County
EMS drove Napier directly to University Hospital,
the press release said. 

Emergency services did not transport Crisp.
Icy road conditions were believed to be the cause

of both accidents, the sheriff’s office reported.

Crashes, fatalities down in 2011

See CRASHES, page A10

See BUILDING, page A9

A collage of wrecks
around the county
Tuesday send 
several people to
the hospital with
minor injuries.


