
by Sgt. Richard Daniels Jr.
1st Brigade Combat Team 

The Pathfi nder course’s 
mission is simple: train spe-
cialists to navigate through 
foreign terrain and estab-
lish safe landing zones for 
aircraft and Soldiers.

The Sabalauski Air 
Assault School here fi rst 
opened its doors Janu-
ary 1974, was renamed in 
1994 and relocated to its 
current location in 1999. 
It has trained thousands 
of air assault qualifi ed Sol-
diers, most recently seven 
assigned to the 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Air-
borne Division.

According to the Saba-
lauski Air Assault School 
Pathfi nder Course offi cial 
website, during the Path-
fi nder course students are 
instructed in aircraft ori-
entation, aero-medical 
evacuation, close-combat 
assault, ground-to-air com-
munication procedures, 
control center operations 
and all three phases of a 
sling load operation.

The instruction also 
includes helicopter land-
ing zone and pickup zone 
operations, drop zone 
operations and dealing 

with U.S. military fi xed and 
rotary wing aircraft for per-
sonnel and equipment. 

Unlike the Air Assault 
course the school hosts, 
which stresses the body, 
the Pathfi nder course tests 
its Soldiers on another 
important skill.

“Pathfi nder is all about 
the knowledge,” explained 
Sgt. Scott H. Flanagan, a 
cavalry scout with Head-
quarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st BCT. “It’s 
vigorous for your mind 
because it is a lot of infor-
mation in a short amount 
of time, but, as far as the 
physical aspect, it’s not too 
bad.”

The school teaches its 
Soldiers one day, then ini-
tiates a tough and rigorous 
test the next. Some Soldiers 
found themselves having 

to study long hours in the 
night just to pass. Flana-
gan, a graduate, found that 
they were able to retain 
the information even 
after graduation. The unit 
needed his skills, especially 
during their most recent 
deployment.

“With Air Assault School, 
I wouldn’t say generic, 
but you have to know that 
something is wrong with 
that rigging,” said Flana-
gan, “where with Path-
fi nder, you have a piece of 
paper in your hand with 
that load and you have to 
fi nd so many of the defi -
ciencies, and it’s not guar-
anteed that they put fi ve 
defi ciencies on it. There 
can be up to fi ve, but they 
might have only put three 
things wrong with it. You 
have to know exactly what 

is wrong and write it down.”
In Pathfi nder school, 

you learn how to pace out 
landing zones, he said, 
which has assisted him 
immensely while deployed 
to Afghanistan, he further 
explained.

The fi rst class and exam 
was on Air Traffi c Control, 
explained Sgt. Alejandro 
Encinas, team leader with 
Company A, 1st Special 
Troops Battalion. The sling 
load test, he said, was 

pretty, hard and it’s what 
gets most people out of the 
course.

Encinas graduated the 
three-week course most 
recent course lasting 
nearly three weeks Friday. 
He stood proudly among 
the other 28 students who 
endured the rigorous and 
stressful training of the 
course. The course initially 
started with 50.

“Defi nitely a learning 
experience,” said Flanagan. 

“It helps open your eyes up 
to what aircraft that sup-
port ground troops can 
really do and their limita-
tions.” 

“Once you get here and 
see what it is and see like 
the instructors, they make 
it really, really easy,” said 
Encinas. “My advice to 
people is to invest your time 
in it, do study and don’t be 
nervous about it. Once you 
get here, they will see that 
it’s not that diffi cult.”

by Sgt. Kimberly K. Menzies
4th Brigade Combat Team 

With their T-shirts drenched with 
sweat, fi ve Soldiers came forward to 
receive their trophy. A trophy that 
proves that they are the most physi-
cally fi t Soldiers in their entire bat-
talion. 

Soldiers from 801st Brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
competed in the Maintaineer Clas-
sic, a competition focused on physi-
cal fi tness, Friday.

“[Physical Training] is the corner-
stone of every duty day for the Cur-
rahee brigade and for the Soldiers of 
the Maintaineer battalion,” said Lt. 
Col. Gavin A. Lawrence, the com-
mander of the 801st Bde. Spt. Bn.

“We wanted to do an event where 
we focused on proving our physi-
cal fi tness and one that would also 
build team work within the organi-
zation.”

It also provided an opportunity 
to get Soldiers and their Families 
together for the day, said Lawrence.

In an effort to prove their physical 
fi tness, the competition began with 

a body armor run after which the 
teams had to complete fi ve timed 
events and a fi nal tug-a-war event. 

“We completed a 500-meter 
Humvee pull, a tire fl ip event, and a 
liter carry, just to name a few,” said 
Staff Sgt. Justin Cramer, Company B.

“The Soldiers also completed our 
Air Assault Obstacle Course and a 
body armor-water jug relay race,” 
said Lawrence.

The intent was to have events 
that focused on warrior combat 
skills, building strength and 
endurance, some of the warriors 
tasks Soldiers may encounter in 
combat, continued Lawrence.

 “The hardest obstacle was the 

Humvee pull,” said Cramer, a 
noncommissioned offi cer from 
the winning team. “It was tiring 
and very challenging.”

Even after the physically 
demanding competition was 
complete, the Soldiers were proud 
of their accomplishments and 
eager for the next opportunity to 
prove themselves.

“Events like this brings the team 
together and also builds camara-
derie,” said Cramer.

“It feels great to be part of the 
winning team, with the team 
members we had we came 
together, pushed through and 
pulled it off.” 
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801st BSB competes in Maintaineer Classic

Lt. Col. Gavin A. Lawrence,
commander, 801st Bde. Spt. Bn.

We wanted to do an event where 
we focused on proving our physical 
fitness and one that would also build 
team work within the organization.

Fort Campbell Soldiers 
take path to Pathfi nder

PHOTO BY MAJ. KAMIL SZTALKOPER | 4TH BCT

Soldiers from 801st Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, complete a liter carry event while carrying a team member as a simulated 
casualty during the Maintaineer Classic, a competition focused on physical fitness, 
Friday.

PHOTO BY SGT. RICHARD DANIELS JR. | 1ST BCT
Fort Campbell Soldiers hold their graduation for Pathfinder school May 4 at the Sabalauski Air Assault School. 
Fifty Soldiers initially started the three-week course, 29 passed including seven from the 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division. The course trained and tested their knowledge on aircraft orientation, aero-
medical evacuation, close-combat assault, ground-to-air communication procedures.

Sgt. Scott H. Flanagan,
HHC, 1st Brigade Combat Team

It helps open your eyes up 
to what aircraft that support 
ground troops can really do 
and their limitations.
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