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Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Do you volunteer your time
at any local non-profit
organization?
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Brides and grooms, don’t
miss The Kentucky
Standard’s 26th annual
Bridal Show 1-4 p.m.
Sunday at the Blue Grass
Entertainment and
Exposition Complex.
Admission is free.

>>FACES IN THE NEWS B9

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard

Bardstown-Nelson County Fire Department Capt. Trevor Mattingly and fellow firefighters stand by as a fire destroys a
mobile home at 1080 Burba Road Wednesday night. The home was already slated for demolition, so firefighters
allowed it to burn.

Mobile home slated for demolition, burns instead
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Owners of a mobile home at 1080
Burba Road had already obtained a
demolition permit when the structure
burned to the ground Wednesday night. 

Firefighters said they were allowing
the structure to burn, since the owners
had intended to tear it down. The
homeowners were Tammy and Charles
Newton, according to the fire depart-
ment. 

No power was running to the home
and no one was living there at the time
of the fire, according to Bardstown-

Nelson County Fire Department
Assistant Chief Charles Montgomery.

No one was injured in the fire. 
“They were smoking inside when

they were tearing it down,” he reported
as the blaze continued. 

A burn pile had also been set not far
from the mobile home before the fire
occurred, but firefighters were unsure
of the cause of blaze that ultimately
destroyed the home. 

Firefighters and Nelson County
EMS were dispatched to the scene
about 6:45 p.m. Wednesday. 

Second Assistant Chief Neal Pyle
said the structure appeared to be an
older mobile home. 

A firefighter works near a truck as
the mobile home burns in the back-
ground.

Lawnmowers, tackle
boxes and even a
stuffed raccoon
Police find a variety of  stolen items
after a burglary suspect is arrested
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A Bardstown man may be charged with at least a
dozen burglaries of lawn equipment and tools over the
last three weeks.  

William Kevin Ballard, 46, was
arrested Wednesday morning after
allegedly being spotted trying to steal
tackle boxes from a Barberry Lane
garage. But after the reported discov-
ery of hundreds of stolen items at
Ballard’s home, police Detective Lynn
Davis said he may face many more
counts of third-degree burglary. 

“We’ve already positively gotten
eight of them, but we’ve got a whole
lot of property left that we haven’t put to a victim yet,”
Davis said Thursday. “I’d say it would be upwards of
20 different victims once it’s all said and done.”

Ballard was released from Nelson County Jail
Wednesday afternoon on a surety bond. Since then,
Davis said, he has cooperated with police. 

“He’s actually come clean with everything, and
actually he’s already bonded out of jail and has came
in and showed us the things that he stole and tried to
show us the location,” Davis said. “A lot of these
thefts, the people that had them stolen had never made
a police report, so he’s showing us things we didn’t

Three more candidates
file for open Senate seat
Deadline was extended until Feb. 7
JAMES CALVERT
jcalvert@kystandard.com

Three more candidates have filed to run for the
newly created Senate District 15 seat which consists
of Nelson and Bullitt counties, bringing the total to
six. 

Three Democrats filed Tuesday for the seat, joining
the three Republicans who had already filed. Tuesday
was originally the filing deadline for the office. But
after a lawsuit was filed claiming the redistricting
plans passed by the General Assembly for the House
and Senate were unconstitutional, Franklin Circuit
Court Judge Phillip Shepherd extended the filing
deadline for Senate and House seats to 4:30 p.m. Feb.
7. He is scheduled to have a hearing on the lawsuit the
day before the new deadline.

Senate and House lines were redrawn this year to
adjust population figures after the 2010 U.S. Census.
To ensure equal representation, the lines were shifted
and adjusted to accommodate areas of growth or
shrinking population.

The new Senate lines put Nelson County in a dis-
trict with Bullitt County to form Senate District 15.
The new House lines put Nelson County in a district
by itself — District 50.

As of press time Thursday, there were three
Republicans and three Democrats competing for the
15th state Senate seat.

Attorney Anne W. McAffee, Mount Washington,
attorney J. Scott Wantland, Shepherdsville, and
Bloomfield resident Eddie O’Daniel filed to appear

Letting it Burn

St. Clair sentenced to death in kidnapping trial
Bardstown man was
taken from Sonora
rest stop in 1991 and
killed in Bullitt County
MARTY FINLEY
LANDMARK NEWS SERVICE

Special Judge Thomas O.
Castlen sentenced convicted
murderer Michael Dale St.
Clair to death on capital kid-
napping charges Wednesday
afternoon in Hardin Circuit
Court just minutes after St.
Clair proclaimed his latest
trial unjust.

The death sentence was in
response to a Hardin County
jury finding St. Clair guilty

in late
January of
charges relat-
ed to the
1991 kidnap
and execu-
t i o n - s t y l e
killing of
F r a n c i s
“ F r a n k ”
Brady, a
Bardstown distillery worker
who was abducted from a
Sonora truck stop.

Castlen also handed down
a total of 35 years in prison
for St. Clair on four other
charges, which included
criminal attempt to murder a
Kentucky State Police troop-
er, facilitation to arson sec-
ond-degree and two counts
of receiving stolen property

more than $500. Castlen set
an execution date for March
30, but prosecutors expect
the date to be stayed pending
new appeals.

St. Clair, 55, is on death
row at the Kentucky State
Penitentiary in Eddyville
after being sentenced to
death in November follow-
ing a conviction in Bullitt
Circuit Court in the slaying
of Brady. Both the Bullitt
and Hardin County convic-
tions are likely to be
appealed.

St. Clair’s defense counsel
filed a motion for a new trial
Wednesday, but it was
quickly denied. St. Clair also
filed written and oral
motions for mistrials based
on what St. Clair deemed

misconduct on the part of
the court and the prosecu-
tion.

St. Clair alleged in one
motion that prosecutor Todd
Lewis, director of special
prosecutions for the
Kentucky Attorney
General’s Office, made false
allegations during the trial,
but the motions were swiftly
denied.

“I’ve been waiting 20
years for a fair trial, judge,”
St. Clair told Castlen. “Of all
the trials I’ve seen, judge,
yours is the worstest.”

After the sentencing
Lewis said St. Clair routine-
ly makes a “spectacle” of
himself in court and he was

William
Ballard

See SUSPECT, page A11

Michael 
St. Clair

See ST. CLAIR, page A10 See CANDIDATES, page A11


