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THE OLD CEMETERY AT THE HEAL) OF ELK CREEK HAS BEEN DAMAGED BY OVERBURDEN AND MUD from the strip- -
mining going on aiong Elk Creek. A number of old gravestones have been those of a pair of twins
buried more than 50 years ago. The cemetery is known as both the Back graveyard as well as the Dixon graveyard,
since members of both families are buried there. The strip-min- er had promised to fix it up, but there are still boul-
ders all around it, and the area is slowly filling with mud and debris. (Mountain Eagle photo)

Bureau of Mines report due Friday
By PHIL PRIMACK

The U. S. Bureau of Mines
plans to release its findings
tomorrow regarding the
Finley Coal Co. explosion
which killed 38 miners in
Leslie County last Dec. 30.

other things, the
findings will reportedly ask
the Justice Department to'
pursue of the
Finley Coal Co. under Section
109 of the Federal Ccal
Mine Health and Safety Act
of 1969. That section
of the law provides for
fines, imprisonment, or
both of operators who violate
provisions of the Act.
The Bureau jf Mines re-

port will cite the cause
of the fatal explosion to
be the use of illegal primer
cord. It will also state that
illegal firing procedures
were employed, that there

A local group announced this
week that is plans o stage an
outdoor drama based on the
novel, " The Little Shepherd
of Kingdom Come."

The novel, by John Fox, Jr.,
uses the Kingdom Come area
of Letcher County as a princi-
pal and several char-
acters were based upon Letch-
er County personalities at the
turn of the centwy.

A script has been prepared
by Earl Hobson Smith, of
Lincoln Memorial University,
in Tennessee. Smith's drama-
tization of Fox 's " The Trail
of the Lonesome Pine" has
been staged with great success
in recent summers at Big

Library

63,

broken,

Among

locale,

was tamping
of the shots, and that there
was improper rock-dusti- in
the Finley 16-1- 6 mines prior
to the explosion.
The Bureau's investigation

revealed numerous violations
of the law present at the
time of the December 30
blast. It acknowledges that
there were 38 previous viol-
ations of the Safety Act out-
standing against the Finley
Coal Co. No fines had been
paid on any of these viola-
tions, however, one of the
major points raised by cri-
tics of the Bureau.

It is believed that the Bureau
of Mines will require Finley
to correct these violations
before he is a Uowed to re-

open.
However, Finley has stated

that he probably will not
do any mere mining in the
15-- 16 connected mine.

Stone Gap, Va,
Smith and a group represent-

ing those active in the Big
Stone Gap project will assist
and advise Letcher Countians
in their efforts to produce
"The Little Shepherd of King-
dom Come. "

Members of the Letcher Coun-
ty group working on the pro-
ject are: Mrs. Marie Day, Rev.
Leon Wesley, Virginia Combs,
June Cahoon, Leroy Fields,
Harding Ison, Don Amburgey,
and others.

Amburgey, the county li-

brarian, said all-loc- al acting
talent will be trained and used.

"Persons from all four corn-
ers of Letcher County and all

or Kentucky
Serials Dep rtment
Elizabeth Hanson

including

prosecution

Rather, he has indicated
plans to open a new mine'
in the same mountain along
the same coal seam on
Huriicane Creek near Hyden.
Charles Finley, one of the

COUNCIL, BOARD, TO MEMBERS
Letcher Fiscal Court voted

this week to permit the coun-
ty school board and the
Whitesburg C ity Council to
continue naming members to
the LKLP Community Action
Council.

The court's action came af-

ter LKL? proposed a change in
its by-la- to permit fiscal
courts in the four-coun- tv area
to select one-thi- rd of the
membership on the poverty
agency's board of directors.

The rules change in effect
would have denied cities and

ages are entirely welcome to
come and participate. "

Amburgey said arrangements
for joint advertisement and pro-
motion of the Big Stone Gap
""The Trail of the Lonesome
Pine, " and "Little
Shepherd" are being made.

Amburgey said the group has
several ideas for places to
stage the production, but no
final arrangements have yet
been made.

"The Little Shepherd of King-dom- e

Come" was the first
novel to sell 1, 006.1000 copies
in the United Stated ahd
Fox's "TheTfafl of Cie Lone-

some Pine" was the second to 1

do so. Both novels rema in

three but the
most active In the com-
pany's deep-mini- activi-
ties, said that he would have
to wait for the investigations

(Continued on Page 6)
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Whitesburg's

school boards of their present
right to be represented on the
LKLP board. "

OUT OF BUSINESS?
Late press reports from Wash-

ington today were that the Ap-
palachian Regional Commiss-
ion will receive no funds from
the new budget proposals of
President Nixon. The report
has touched off a storm of cri-
ticism among governors, sen-
ators and congressmen from
the Appalachian area.

Local group to stage outdoor drama
in print, with relatively
high annual sales.

Fox's visits into Whitesburg
and the Kingdom Come Valley
were documented in a series
of notarized statements fro'm
old-ti- residents publ.w.ed
in The Mountain Eagle two
y ars ago. The effort toward
documentation, headed by
Marie Day, proved successful
last year when the Kentucky
Historical Society officially
recognized the strong connect-
ion between Letcher County
and the Fox novels, and author-
ized the placing of official
Historical Markers designating
Kingdom Come as the setting
for Fox's writings.

May bids
sought
for school
Expectations are that a con-

tract will be awarded some-
time in May for construction
of the new West Whitesburg
Elementary Sc hool.

County School Superintend-
ent Kendall Boggs told a group
of Whitesburg area parents and
teachers that financial arrange-
ments have been approved by
the State Department of Edu-

cation for the $1,400, 000
structure, and that the archi-
tect's plans have received pre-
liminary approval.

The school system will ad-
vertise for bids as soon as final
working drawings can be com-
pleted, hopefully in early May,
Boggs said.

Boggs revealed that the new
building will be a sharp depart-
ure from traditional school
architecture.

The structure will contain
space for 24 classes, plus num-
erous auxiliary rooms. But
instead of being divided into
the traditional 24 classes, each
with four walls, the stt ucture
will be divided into six teach-
ing areas, each with space
equal to that required by four
classes.

The announcement concern-
ing architectural plans indicat-
ed a strong shifting in the trad-
itional methods of teaching,
also.

For what the new facility
will be built and equipped
"team teach hg" or one of
its many varieties.

Boggs said space will be
divided by furniture and
movable walls, so that each
teacher and each of the four
classes in a teaching area
can have privacy when re-

quired. But the arrangement
will permit the entire
group of students to be pulled
together for joint activity
upon occasion.

The structure will be sound-
proofed with acoustical tile
ceilings, and there will be
wall-to-w- all carpeting, and
the structure will be electri-
cally heated and wi 11 have
airconditioning.

"It will be a very large
structure, " Boggs commented.
It will contain 54, 000 square
feet, approximately five times
the size of the Whitesburg A & P
building.

There will be a large, 80 by
85' multi-purpo- se room, which
will be used for jroup meeti-
ngs, as a dining hall, and
for physical education. All
furnishings in this room will be
portable, built on wheels, and
can be stored when not in use.

A large combination state-mus- ic

room will be at one
end of the multi-purpo- se room.
This "stage" room will con-
tain 1,200 square feet.

The structure will be built
;o accommodate some 700
pupils, but will be construct-
ed fat expansion to handle an

(Continued on Page 16)


