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What Happened? 
The mystery 

Why are we, Homo sapiens, the 
only humans to survive? What 
happened to the Neanderthals? 

Experts say there is no evidence 
that modern humans fought against 
the Neanderthals. Neanderthals' 
brains were bigger than ours. They 
were smart. So why didn't they 
survive? 

Adaptability 
Modern humans are the most 

adaptable species that has ever 
existed. We can live everywhere on 
the planet, in the heat and in the cold. 

Neanderthals seem to have found 
what worked for them, and then they 
invented nothing else. They didn't 
adapt to changing conditions. 

They ate few plants, and even 
when they lived by the sea, they did 
not eat much fish. 

They sometimes created objects 
such as simple jewelry. They made 
good tools, but they didn't keep 
designing better ones. They built 
shelters. They 
invented things, 
but it may not 
have excited 
them like it 
does modern 
humans. 

Neanderthals invented thrusting spears 
that worked for them. However, when 
modern humans came along with 
throwing spears as well, this gave 
modern humans an advantage in hunting. 
This picture is from an exhibit in the 
Neandertal-Museum in Germany. 

Social network 
We don't know if Neanderthals 

had language or not. Language 
has helped modern humans share 
ideas and communicate across 
distances. 

There is evidence Neanderthals 
cared for one another. They buried 
their dead. At one site, they had 
laid flowers in the grave. We don't 
know if this means they believed in 
an afterlife. It probably does mean 
that group cared for the person 
who died. 

There is also evidence that 
Neanderthals cared for wounded or 
sick members. This caring probably 
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Meeting our cousins 
Recently, scientists made an 

exciting discovery. They found 
Neanderthal genes* in some modern 
humans. This gene discovery means 
that about 70,000 to 60,000 years 
ago, Homo sapiens in Asia mated 
and had children with Neanderthals. 

The Neanderthals passed on 
genes that gave humans in that 
area immunity (i-MYOON-i-tee), or 
protection, against certain diseases. 
This probably gave those modern 
humans a survival advantage over 
other humans. 
*Genes are a type of coding that is 
passed from parent to child. They can 
affect our bodies' health and growth. 

Family resemblance 
Can you imagine what it would 

have been like to meet another 
species of human? What would your 
life have been like as a Neanderthal? 

The Smithsonian has a free app to 
show you what you might have looked 
like as another species of human. 

You can try it out for yourself at: 
http://humanorigins.si.edulresources/ 
multimedialmobile-apps 
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Look through your newspaper for stories 
that show what it means to be human. 

Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist 
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Who Were the Neanderthals? 
About 70,000 years ago, at least 

four different species, or types, of 
humans lived on Earth at the same 
time. Modern humans are the only 
SUrvIvors. 

The Neanderthals were our closest 
cousins, and now they are extinct. 
What were they like? How did they 
live? 

The Mini Page talked with Dr. Rick 
Potts, head of the Smithsonian Human 
Origins program, to learn more about 
our mysterious Neanderthal cousins. 
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In this sculpture at the Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History, a Neanderthal 
woman sews clothing while watching her 
son. She is poking holes in the animal hide 
with a sharp tool. She will then lace pieces 
of hide together with strips of animal tissue. 
Can you see how she is using her teeth to 
keep the cloth tight while she works? 

This art shows a Neanderthal 
group living on Earth 60,000 
years ago. Neanderthals were 
great at surviving in the cold 
climate of Europe and Asia at 
that time. They knew how to 
build fires and how to make 
warm clothing out of animal 
hides and fur. They made 
shelters by sticking wooden 
posts in the ground and 
draping branches from post 
to post. They hung animal 
hides to make "walls." 
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Discoveries 
In 1856, miners discovered some 

strange bones. The miners brought 
them to an expert on the human body. 
He realized the bones came from an 
entirely different species of human. 

Since these bones were found in 
the Neander Valley in Germany, the 
species was called Neanderthal (nee
AN-der-tal). "Tal," or "thaI," means 
"valley" in German. 

Although other Neanderthal bones 
had been found, this was the first time 
anybody understood that they were 
from a different kind of human. At 
first, people thought they were from a 
diseased modern human. Other finds 
showed that the Neanderthal truly 
was an early, different type of human. 

Time and place 
Although Neanderthals are now 

extinct, they were on Earth nearly as 
long as modern humans have been. 

Modern humans, or Homo sapiens 
(RO-mo SAY-pee-enz), have been 
around for about 200,000 years. 
Neanderthals lived from about 
200,000 to 28,000 years ago, about 
170,000 years. 
They lived in 
western Asia 
and Europe. 

As this 
Neanderthal 
skull shows, 
Neanderthals had 
heavy brow ridges 
and large noses. 
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