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WASHINGTON — First it 
was a nearly $1 million con-
ference in Las Vegas, featur-
ing $7,000 worth of sushi, a 
mind reader and a clown.

Now it turns out that just 
weeks after that lavish affair 
two years ago, the federal 
General Services Administra-
tion spent $20,000 on drum-
sticks — the kind used for 
hitting drums — and nearly 
$30,000 for “time temperature 
picture frames” for an awards 
ceremony in nearby Virginia, 
according to its Office of In-
spector General.

The ceremony, which ap-
pears to have involved two 
events at separate hotels, cost 
taxpayers $268,732, accord-
ing to the initial findings, 
GSA Inspector General Brian 

Miller said in a letter Thurs-
day to several members of 
Congress.

More than half of that 
money — $140,464 — went 
to a public relations, market-
ing and advertising firm for 
“coordination and logistical 
management,” Miller wrote.

Besides the 4,000 drum-
sticks, which were used for a 
drum band team-building ex-
ercise, the expenses included 
$42,000 for venue charges, a 
violinist, a guitarist, and food 
for 200 people; about $42,000 
in travel costs for 49 attend-
ees; $7,800 for 68 shadowbox 
frames; $8,600 for an “ap-
pearance” by someone called 
“Agent X;” and $10,000 for 
“Mission Possible Agent X 
management.”

Asked what that referred 
to exactly, Sarah Breen, a 
spokeswoman for the inspec-
tor general, said the office 

FIRM GOT HALF FOR 2010 
‘LOGISTICAL MANAGEMENT’ 

GSA spent 
$268,732 on 

awards events
By David Goldstein
McClatchy Newspapers

See GSA TAB, A2

The double-crossover diamond at Harrodsburg and New Circle roads is considered a big success by officials involved in the project. 
CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

The double-crossover di-
amond at Harrodsburg and 
New Circle roads in Lexing-
ton might not be flawless, 
but state highway officials 
involved in the road project 
consider it a sparkling suc-
cess.

It’s considered so suc-
cessful that two more — on 
Ky. 536 at Interstate 75, and 
on Ky. 338 at I-75 in Boone 
County — are planned.

Authorities also are con-
sidering more double-cross-
over diamonds in Lexing-
ton. The Harrodsburg Road 
crossover is the sixth of its 
kind in the country.

Since the Harrodsburg 
project, which eliminates 
left turns across traffic, was 
completed late last year, 
the number of crashes in 

the area has decreased 42 
percent, officials said. And 
although morning and af-
ternoon rush-hour traffic in 
the area has increased by 30 
percent, overall traffic con-
gestion there has eased con-
siderably, they said. Crashes 
and congestion in the area 
had been major concerns.

With a price tag of $5.5 
million, roughly a third or a 
fourth of what it would have 
cost to revamp the intersec-
tion another way, it’s a safe 
bet that the double-cross-
over diamond or some varia-
tion of it will become a more 
familiar sight on Kentucky 
roadways.

“The traditional approach 
would have been to add traf-
fic lanes and to widen the 
bridge that carries New Cir-
cle over Harrodsburg Road,” 
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Interchange’s success 
leads to plans for more
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Diverging diamonds

1. Vehicles going through the intersection are diverted to the other side.
2. Vehicles turning left don’t have to wait for a light because there
   isn’t any oncoming traffic.
3. Vehicles return to their regular lanes.
4. Vehicles making right hand turns onto New Circle proceed normally.
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Accidents have 
been reduced 
by 42 percent 
with the new 
crossover, 
despite a 
30 percent 
increase in 
traffic.

FARON COLLINS

See DIAMOND, A2

WASHINGTON — Will he 
go safe or go sexy?

Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney is 
poised to pick a running mate, 
the most important decision of 
his campaign to date. Will the 
cautious Romney try to shake 
things up by tapping someone 
such as Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., or former Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice, 
among a group of minorities 
and women who could add 
sizzle to a ticket some Repub-
licans fear will be bland?

Or will he stay in his com-
fort zone and select a steady, 
but buzz-challenged, running 
mate such as former Minneso-
ta Gov. Tim Pawlenty or Sen. 
Rob Portman of Ohio?

Romney’s search has been a 
cloak-and-dagger operation. He 
lifted the veil only a tiny bit 
this week, telling the National 
Review that he might consid-
er, “in some cases, people who 
provide perspectives and skills 
that I may not share.”

In a signal he’s getting 
close, he’s put a staff in place 
this week to help the new 
candidate. Randy Bumps, for-

HISTORY SHOWS PICK 
NOT ALWAYS PIVOTAL

Romney nears 
veep crossroads: 
sizzling or safe?

By William Douglas, David 
Lightman and Lesley Clark

McClatchy Newspapers

See VEEP STAKES, A14
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