
By Stevie Lowery 
Landmark News Service

Beautiful barn quilts 
are sprinkled throughout 
Washington County and 
Marion County, and the 
author of a book devoted 
to those unique pieces of 
barnyard art will be mak-
ing a stop in Lebanon 
soon.

Suzi Parron, the author 
of “Barn Quilts And the 
American Quilt Trail 

Movement,” will be giving 
a presentation at 12:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 5, at The 
Stillhouse in Lebanon. She 
will also be having a book 
signing until 6 p.m. that 
day.

Parron, a high school 
English teacher in Stone 
Mountain, Ga., is also a 
writer and got to know 
Donna Sue Groves, the 
original barn quilter. 
She was asked by Ohio 
University Press to record 
the history of the trails 

and the stories behind the 
quilts. 

Two Marion County 
barn quilts - Danny 
Fenwick’s barn quilt 
located on Wimsatt Road 
in Raywick and Kay and 
Paul Peterson’s barn quilt 
located on Loretto Road 
in Lebanon - are pictured 
in the book, as well as a 
breast cancer coalition 
quilt located on Bloomfield 
Road in Springfield.

According to the book, 

the quilt was created by 
the Washington County 
Cancer Coalition, and 
hangs on Barbara Ann 
Hale Wheatley’s barn. 

According to Parron’s 
book, the American Quilt 
Trail is one of the fastest-
growing grassroots pub-
lic arts movements in the 
United States and Canada. 
The trail began in 2001, 
when the founder of the 
movement, Donna Sue 
Groves, wanted to honor 
her mother with a quilt 

square painted on their 
barn. In the book, Parron 
visits 25 states as well as 
Canada and interviews 
barn quilt artists and barn 
owners.

Washington County 
Quilt Trail

According to Marlene 
Frost, the barn quilt chair-
person in Washington 
County, there are 38 barn 
quilts hanging in the 
county.

A brochure with a trail 
map of the barn quilts can 
be picked up at Springfield 
City Hall, the Washington 
County Cooperative 

Extension office and the 
Washington County Public 
Library. 

The map features 23 of 
the quilts, but a new bro-
chure is in the works. 

Frost has painted many 
of the quilts hanging in 
Washington County. 

She said the author, 
Parron, will be staying in 
Springfield overnight on 
April 4. Frost said she will 
be showing Parron some 
of the other quilts in the 
county. 

(Jesse Osbourne contrib-
uted to this story.)
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eral years.”
Over time, that has 

changed. 
For one, there aren’t 

as many dairy farms. But 
other animals have arrived 
on the scene. 

“The face of the prac-
tice, as far as large animal 
practice is concerned, has 
changed,” he said. “There 
are alpacas out here now, 
a lot of animals that we’d 
never seen before.”

The county has changed, 
he said. 

“Farm land has been 
turned into lots for hous-
es or small, little farms, 
hobby farms,” he said. 
“More of our practice now 
is small animals.”

By mid-morning on 
Friday, Billings walked 
out of surgery on a small 
animal. 

“I’ve been doing surgery 
ever since I got here this 
morning,” he said. 

In the afternoon, his 
schedule shifts to large 
animal care.

Pregnancy checks and 
other procedures would fill 
his afternoon, some taking 
him as far as the north end 
of the county. 

“Every day is differ-
ent. Absolutely,” he said. 
“That’s one thing that 
keeps you intrigued.”

After 40 years of work-
ing, variety - and service - 
keep him from closing the 
practice.

“I still feel responsible 
and the need to be at-hand, 
if somebody needs me,” 
he said. “I don’t want to 
retire. I really don’t want 
to retire. I want something 
to do.”

If he retired, he said, 
he wouldn’t see his friends 
anymore. 

“The reason I say that, 
just from a practical stand-
point, most of my friends 
are here. I work for most of 
my friends,” he said. “And 
if I went home and sat 
down, I’d never get to see 
them unless we passed at 
church or something like 
that, so I don’t want to 
leave that.”

Billings said he became 
interested in veterinary 
medicine because his 
father raised bird dogs. 
His uncle had a beef-cattle 
operation there in Central 
Alabama. 

“I got interested in 
that,” he said. “Once I got 
my feet wet, I really liked 
it.”

The desire for service 
has been a factor in his 
longevity, as well.

“I want to be of use,” he 
said. “The Lord has given 
me a real gift. I’m expected 
to use it and I want to 
use it. That’s essentially 
where I stand.”

His wife, who once prac-
ticed with him but is now 
the deputy state veterinar-
ian, said it’s also the will-
ingness to live a certain 
lifestyle.

She said he accepted 
the nature of the practice, 
which included being on-
call 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week. 

But there were many 
emergencies that needed 
tending to that came up at 
dinner time, or at 3 a.m., or 
on the weekends. 

Like a farmer, she said, 
a veterinary practitioner 
is tied to the land. Her 
husband made the com-
mitment to be available 
and to examine many dif-
ferent species over time. 

The landscape of the 
profession has changed 
dramatically in 40 years, 
she said. Services such as 
CT scans and MRI’s are 
now available for animals. 

Medicine is always 
going forward, she said. 

The couple met dur-
ing their freshman year 
of vet school at Auburn 
University. She was from 
Lexington and much of 
her family was from Boyle 
County. He comes from 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

He’s also an elder at 
Springfield Presbyterian 
Church, a service position. 

He said he also helped 
coach St. Dominic’s foot-
ball team early on, and 
was in the Lions Club for 
a while. 

Billings is the recipi-
ent of the 2011 Chamber 
of Commerce Lifetime 
Achievement award.
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a couple consisted of six or 
eight applicants.”

The questions were 
broad and intellectually 
steep, she said. 

“Questions ranged from 
favorite books, to immigra-
tion, to study abroad, to 
social media,” she said. “A 
few even involved several 
applicants engaging in 
group projects.”

According to the 
McConnell Center web-
site, United States Senator 
Mitch McConnell is a 
University of Louisville 
alum. 

He and the University of 
Louisville created a schol-
arship program “for young 
leaders that would give 
them the kind of opportu-
nities usually found only 
at the most elite private 
schools.” 

According to the web-
site, the result was the 
McConnell Center for 
Political Leadership, 
which was launched in 
1991. 

“Now, simply the 
McConnell Center, our 
programming has expand-
ed to include civics educa-
tion for high school and 
middle school teachers in 
the Commonwealth, com-
munity service events and 
lectures,” according to the 
website. 

Cambron said she found 
out about the program at a 
college fair. 

“I learned more about 
the program last October 
when I was invited to a 
President’s reception at 
the home of Dr. Salem 
George,” she said. “The 
executive director of 
admissions explained the 
program and I became 
extremely interested.”

She said she also visited 
the McConnell Center and 
was able to spend the day 
with a current McConnell 
Scholar in November. 

According to the 
McConnell Center website, 
students that receive the 
award are guaranteed full-
tuition scholarships to the 
University of Louisville, 
which is renewable for up 
to four years if students 
meet academic and partici-

pation requirements.
“Students get to meet 

national leaders and take 
part in evening and week-
end colloquia on interest-
ing books and topics not 
usually discussed in the 
classroom,” according to 
the website. “Students also 
take part in at least three 
trips during their four 
years at the University of 
Louisville, including trips 
to Washington, D.C., and 
the People’s Republic of 
China.”

The program lines up 
with Cambron’s ambition 
of becoming a prosecution 
attorney. 

Ten years from now, she 
said, “I hope to be happy, 
successful, and engaged in 
politics. I would eventu-
ally like to run for a judi-
cial office.”

It won’t be all work for 
Cambron, though.

“And of course, in 10 
years I will be cheering 
on my, then, alma mater, 
UofL,” she said. 

She said she plans to live 
out the creed of the Family 
Career and Community 
Leaders of America, which 

is “facing the future with 
warm courage and high 
hope.”

She was elected as the 
Kentucky state president 
of the organization as a 
junior.

Cambron said she’s 
humbled to receive the 
award. She has many cheer-
leaders that have helped 
her to reach this point. 

“I am fortunate to have 
such a supportive fam-
ily, school, and community 

behind me,” she said. “I 
truly believe that behind 
every accomplishment 
and success story there 
is a cheerleader, full of 
love and encouragement. 
For me that cheerleader, 
is my family, WCHS, and 
Springfield.”

Her days as a high 
school student are limit-
ed, and Cambron said she 
hopes to enjoy it. 

“I most look foward to 
dancing the night away at 

prom,” she said. 
However, she expressed 

appreciation for her teach-
ers and the high school 
staff.

“I have accomplished 
great things and the teach-
ers and staff at WCHS will 
always remain very close 
to my heart,” she said. 
“Without all of their ener-
gy and support, I would 
never have been given all 
of these wonderful oppor-
tunities.”
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Barn quilt book author to speak in Lebanon
Washington County quilt among those featured

Grand jury indicts five in Washington County
By Jesse Osbourne

Sun Editor

The indictment of a 

person by a grand jury is 
an accusation only and 
that person is presumed 
innocent until and unless 
proven guilty.

Brenda L. Harley, 49, 

of 163 Barnett Lane in 
Springfield, was indicted 
for retaliating against 
a participant in a legal 
process (Class D felony) on 
or about Dec. 15, 2011 in 
Washington County.

According to the indict-
ment, Harley “engaged or 
threatened to engage in 
conduct causing or intend-
ed to cause bodily injury 
or damage to the tangible 
property of a participant 

in the legal process or a 
person he or she believes 
may be called as a partici-
pant in the legal process.”

- Perry Waylon 
Curtsinger, 38, of 1491 

Royalty Ridge Road in 
Willisburg, was indicted 
for first-degree criminal 
mischief (Class D felony) 
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