
By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

Students on spring 
break aren’t the only ones 
enjoying the early warm 
weather. 

Weevils, green and 
small enough to fit on a 
fingernail, are out in full 
force and quietly destroy-
ing alfalfa crops, accord-
ing to Rick Greenwell 
with the University of 
Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service. 

The problem begins 
with the early warm 
weather, Greenwell said. 

He said that normally, 
an established stand of 
alfalfa would be cut in 
the first week of May. 

“I have seen two other 
seasons where we were 
ready to cut at the last 
week of April,” Greenwell 
said. “This is the 30th of 
March and we’ll be ready 
to cut this (field, at St. 

Catharine farm) next 
week.”

Greenwell said the 
seeding dates for a new 
stand of alfalfa are March 
1 and April 15.  

“Here it is March 
30,” Greenwell said. “(St. 
Catharine farm manager) 
Danny Ray (Spalding) is 
going to be seeding alfal-
fa Monday (April 2) down 
here in this bottom, and 
he’s going to be cutting 
this on Tuesday (April 3). 
That’s never happened.”

The weevil, Greenwell 
said, is a bad situation. A 
situation that will catch 
farmers by surprise.

“They work on degree 
days, which is a heat incre-
ment, a measurement 
of the heat increment. 
They’re going wide open 
right now,” Greenwell 
said. 

He said the alfalfa will 
get taller despite the wee-
vil, but the quality will 
go down. 

“So, we’re at a very crit-

ical stage and I just hope 
that people will under-
stand they need to get out 
there and (cut their alfal-
fa),” he said.

Greenwell had strong 

words for farmers with 
alfalfa. 

“If they value that 
alfalfa crop, I’m afraid 
that two weeks from now, 
it’s going to be a lot gone,” 

he said. “If we wait until 
the first week of May, 
there won’t be anything 
left.”
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Dr. Phil Billings recently won the 2011 Chamber of Commerce Lifetime Achievement 
award. He has operated a veterinary practice in Washington County for 40 years.
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Longevity in an ever-evolving field
By Jesse Osbourne

Sun Editor

He and his wife came 
to a county that hadn’t 
had a licensed veterinary 
practice in a handful of 
years. 

That was nearly 40 
years ago. 

Dr. Phil Billings, who 
operates Springfield 
Animal Clinic on Booker 
Road, has seen the prac-
tice change during that 
time. 

While there are no 
other practices in the 
county - and haven’t been 
since he and his wife, Dr. 
Sue Billings, opened their 
doors - Billings said the 
county and surrounding 

counties are fortunate to 
have as many veterinary 
practices as there are. 

He and his wife, also a 
veterinarian, came from 
humble beginnings when 
they opened the practice. 
They started in a base-
ment. 

“We’re talking small,” 
he said. “Not much bigger 
than this room.”

In the early years, he 
said, he traveled a lot to 
make farm calls. 

“I’d leave in the morn-
ing and I didn’t know 
when I’d get back,” he 
said. “That was back when 
we had a lot of dairies in 
the county, at that time. 
A lot of farm calls. That 
went on for several, sev-

See VET, Page A7

Above, a field at St. Catharine farm has been affected by weevils eating the nutritious part of the alfalfa planted. Below, a weevil, just like the one 
pictured here, could cause big problems for farmers with alfalfa to cut.
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Beware of the weevil

AT&T 3G switch flipped in Willisburg 
By Brandon Mattingly

Sun Staff Writer

Residents  in 
Willisburg, Lawrenceburg 
and Bloomfield in 
Washington, Anderson 
and Nelson counties may 

have noticed a change 
in their mobile phones 
in recent days. As of last 
Thursday, those three 
communities became the 
most recent in the state 
to gain 3G access through 
AT&T.

Each of the three 
towns is located along the 

Bluegrass Parkway, and 
completes the  company’s 
goal of providing 3G access 
across the state.

“We now have continu-
ous 3G coverage from 
Louisville to Nashville, 
and from Lexington to 
Nashville,” said Cathy 
Lewandowski, senior 

public relations man-
ager of AT&T Strategic 
Communications in 
Nashville. “Our build-
out along I-65 and the 
Blugrass Parkway is now 
complete.”

With the project com-
plete, there are no imme-
diate plans for further 

expansion of 3G service in 
Washington County.

A press release from 
AT&T states that the 
arrival of the service 
will, “extend access for 
advanced mobile services, 
devices and feature-rich 
audio and video content to 
customers in the area.”

Harlem 
Globetrotter 
passes away 

at 32

Special to the Sun

On the morning of 
March 30, the 32-year-
old  American Saddlebred 
Champion Harlem 
Globetrotter passed away. 

That morning, Harlem 
was led to his exercise pad-
dock by Jesus Gonzalez, his 
long-time friend and care-
taker of 30 years. 

As was his daily routine, 
the black stallion trotted to 
his favorite spot, rolled onto 
the soft ground scratching 
his back  and there he died 
peacefully.  

At the age of two,   
“Harlem” arrived at 
Kalarama Farm after 
being  purchased by Paul 
Hamilton.  

The young,  black stal-
lion arrived at Kalarama 
as an unknown, pinned 
with hopes and dreams. 

Joan Hamilton(Paul’s 
daughter)  bred him to 
Kalarama’s mares, hoping 
he’d be a successful sire.  

Surpassing all expecta-
tions, Harlem went on to 
win five world champion-
ship titles. 

For years, he dominated 
the show ring in the hands 
of trainer Larry Hodge. 

He sired many world 
champions, including WGC 
Garland’s Dream, who 
won the biggest honor an 
American Saddlebred show 
horse can win, the  5 Gaited 
Grand Championship in 
1998 and ‘99.   

His sons and daugh-
ters have been exported to 
Canada, Europe, Australia, 
Greece, South America and 
South Africa.  

Today the daughters of 
Harlem are sought after 
by breeders, due to their 
unparalleled success as 
broodmares. 

“In so many respects, we 
owe Harlem Globetrotter 
much,” Joan Hamilton 
said. “He helped us put 
Kalarama back on the 
map while bringing us 
pride, pleasure and great 
friends. To get to care for 
him through his old age 
for so long was a big bonus.  
He was a thing of beauty, 
a horse lover’s daily inspi-
ration. Everybody knew 
him.”   

It was common for visi-
tors far and near to show 
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