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Three planes in  
near miss over 

D.C. airport
Washington: Three commuter 

jets came within seconds of a 
midair collision at Reagan National 
Airport on Tuesday after confused 
air traffic controllers launched 
two outbound flights directly at 
another plane coming in to land, 
according to federal officials with 
direct knowledge of the incident.

The three planes, all  operated 
by US Airways, carried 192 
 passengers and crew members, 
the airline said. All the flights 
reached their destinations without 
mishap, but the near miss was 
another among several thousand 
recorded errors by air traffic 
 controllers nationwide in recent 
years.

National has been the site of 
some of the most notable  incidents, 
including one revealed last year in 
which the lone  controller  supervisor 
on duty was asleep and didn’t 
respond when regional  controllers 
sought to hand off planes to 
 National for the final approach.

WORLD

Atrocities reported 
by both sides  

of Syrian conflict
Beirut: Syrian President 

Bashar al-Assad framed his battle 
with the opposition as a decisive 
showdown over the fate of the 
country Wednesday, as opposition 
groups said at least 50 people had 
been killed by government forces 
in a Damascus suburb.

Opposition groups said the 
Wednesday killings took place 
in Jdeidat Artouz, where civil-
ians came under heavy attack 
by  machine guns and mortar fire 
from the Syrian military. 

The claim of a new mass killing 
at the hands of the government 
came as human rights groups 
condemned what appeared to be 
reprisal killings of regime loyalists. 
A video that circulated Tuesday 
purportedly showed the execution 
of government supporters by rebel 
fighters in Aleppo, Syria’s largest 
city, raising the specter of more 
atrocities by both sides.

Teddy bear invasion 
draws response

New York: The plane crossed 
stealthily into Belarussian airspace 
and headed for the capital, Minsk. 
At the appointed moment, the 
 cargo doors opened, and an 
 invasion force of tiny plush freedom 
fighters parachuted to the ground.

Belarus was under attack — by 
teddy bears.

Three members of a  Swedish 
advertising firm planned and 
 carried out the operation last 
month, adorning more than 800 
plush bears with signs  promoting 
democracy and denigrating 
 Belarus’ authoritarian government.

Comedic touches aside, the 
 security breach has become a 
 major embarrassment for  President 
Alexander G. Lukashenko, who has 
channeled his country’s meager 
 resources into maintaining a 
 calcified police state.

Though the government at 
first tried to cover up the incident, 
which occurred July 4, the many 
photos and videos of the bear drop 
uploaded to the Internet made it 
impossible to ignore. On Tuesday, 
Lukashenko fired two generals: the 
head of the border service and the 
head of the air force.

Things could have gone much 
worse for the crew of the small 
airplane that dropped the teddy 
bears. In 1995, two Americans 
in a hot-air balloon accidentally 
drifted into Belarussian airspace. 
A helicopter gunship intercepted 
the balloon and fired a missile that 
killed the men.
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WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Reserve said Wednes-
day that the U.S. economy is 
losing strength, and it repeat-
ed a pledge to take further 
steps to boost growth if hir-
ing remains weak.

The Fed took no new ac-
tion after a two-day policy 
meeting. But it acknowledged 
in a statement released after 
the meeting that economic 

activity had slowed during 
the first half of the year, with 
job creation remaining slug-
gish and consumer spending 
tapering off.

The Fed reiterated its plan 
to hold short-term interest 
rates, now near zero, at very 
low levels until at least late 
2014.

Market reaction to the 
Fed’s announcement was 
muted. Stocks fluctuated 
slightly after the statement 

was released and ended the 
day lower.

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 32.55 points to 
12,976.13, and broader in-
dexes also closed down. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury 
note increased from 1.50 per-
cent to 1.52 percent.

The statement was slightly 
different than the one issued 
after the Fed’s last meeting, 
June 19 and 20.

In addition to noting that 

the economy had “deceler-
ated,” the Fed’s policymak-
ing committee said it would 
“closely monitor incoming 
information” and “provide 
additional accommodation 
as needed” to stimulate the 
economy and job creation. 
In the June statement, the 
central bank said that “the 
economy has been expanding 
moderately” and that it “is 
prepared to take further ac-
tion as appropriate.”

Many economists think the 
Fed could launch another pro-

gram of buying government 
bonds and mortgage-backed 
securities at its September 
meeting if the economy doesn’t 
show improvement. The goal 
of the program, known as 
quantitative easing, would be 
to drive long-term rates, which 
already are at record lows, 
even lower.

The Fed’s next move could 
depend on whether the Europe-
an Central Bank, which meets 
Thursday, takes any action to 
stimulate growth among the 17 
countries that use the euro.

The next big signal on the 
U.S. economy’s health comes 
Friday, when the U.S. Labor 
Department reports on July hir-
ing and unemployment trends.

Economists forecast that 
U.S. employers added 100,000 
jobs in July. That would be 
slightly better than the 75,000 
a month average from April 
through June but still below 
the healthy 226,000 average 
in the first three months of 
the year. The unemployment 
rate is expected to stay at 8.2 
percent.

BOARD REITERATES THAT FURTHER STIMULUS REMAINS POSSIBLE 

Weakening economy fails to prompt Fed action
By Martin Crutsinger

Associated Press

HOUSTON — As a teen-
ager, Ted Cruz was an intense 
and eloquent parser of free-
market economics, dazzling 
Rotary Clubs in Houston by 
reciting the Constitution. At 
Princeton, he was a national 
champion debater and an in-
tellectual leader of a band of 
conservative students. He was 
a star at Harvard Law School 
and clerked for the chief jus-
tice of the Supreme Court.

But few might have imag-
ined Cruz, 41, in his newest 
role, as the Tea Party favorite 
and Republican candidate for 
the U.S. Senate, trading ver-
bal orchids with the likes of 
Sarah Palin and Glenn Beck. 
Cruz earned the nomination 
Tuesday in a runoff election 
after more than a year of 
sweaty street campaigning, 
drawing national attention for 
beating Lt. Gov. David Dew-
hurst, the more experienced 
nominee of the Texas Repub-
lican establishment.

“I’d have predicted that 
he would be a professor, not 
a politician,” said Robert P. 
George, Cruz’s adviser at 
Princeton in the early 1990s. 
George, a noted social con-
servative, said Cruz stood out 
even among his Ivy League 
peers as “intellectually and 
morally serious,” writing his 
thesis on the separation of 
powers.

“But he’s certainly not 
a shrinking violet,” George 
quickly added in an interview 
Tuesday — to which, Dew-
hurst, a wealthy conservative 
who had the support of Gov. 
Rick Perry, can attest.

Cruz’s victory in Novem-
ber is all but assured in this 
heavily Republican state and 
marks a shift to the right in 
the already-conservative party 
in Texas. Political elders and 
experts who have watched 
Cruz during his time here as 
state solicitor general and on 
the campaign trail predict he 
will be an intellectual force in 
Congress on behalf of consti-
tutional limits on federal pow-
er. He is expected to join Sen. 
Jim DeMint of South Carolina 
and other Tea Party icons as 
an uncompromising irritant of 
mainstream Republicans and 
Democrats alike.

“He has the potential to be 
a national figure,” said Mark 
P. Jones, a political scientist 
at Rice University, noting 
Cruz’s intellect and oratorical 
skills.

The British were offended, the 
 Palestinians accused him of racism and 
even in friendlier Poland, Mitt Romney’s 
union policies drew criticism from the 
 current leaders of the movement that 
toppled Communism.

Romney’s visit to Britain, Israel and 
Poland was never expected to produce 
the same media frenzy as then-candidate 
Barack Obama’s extravagant, eight-country 
tour of 2008.

Obama received rock star treatment 
from international media and world  leaders 
as he traveled from the battlefields of 
Iraq and Afghanistan to the glittering 
 chancelleries of Europe.

Nevertheless, comparisons were 

inevitable, and much of it was less than 
favorable to the presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee.

Romney supporters insisted that much 
of the criticism was unfair and overblown, 
especially in countries of Europe where 
the political culture tends to be left of 
 contemporary America.

In 2008, commentators attributed much 
of the public adulation that candidate 
Obama received in Europe to the simple 
fact he was not George W. Bush, whose 
image had sunk because of widespread 
opposition to the Iraq war.

Likewise, the warm reception Romney 
received in Poland was due in part to the 
fact he is not Obama, whose overtures to 

Russia and other policies have not gone 
down well among Poles.

Whatever the differences, the contrast 
between the two candidates’ foreign tours 
was striking.

In 2008, more than 200,000 people 
turned out in Berlin to hear Obama speak 
of a world without nuclear weapons and 
promise to counter climate change.

Fast forward four years to what 
Germany’s Spiegel Online news Web site 
described as Romney’s “tour of gaffes,” 
even drawing criticism from as far away 
as China, where state-run Xinhua News 
Agency said his “hawkish remarks” could 
worsen an already tense Mideast situation.
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By Erik Eckholm
The New York Times

Tea Party 
nominee 
poised to 
make an 
impact

A crowd estimated at 2,000 gathered Wednesday in Mansfield, Ohio, for a campaign speech by President Barack Obama.
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AKRON, Ohio — Presi-
dent Barack Obama made 
his rival’s personal millions a 
front-and-center issue in the 
race for the White House on 
Wednesday, telling a swing-
state audience that Mitt 
Romney “is asking you to 
pay more so that people like 
him can get a big tax cut.”

“In order to afford just 
one $250,000 tax cut for 
somebody like Mr. Rom-
ney, 125 families like yours 
would have to pay another 
$2,000 in taxes each and 
every year,” Obama added, 
citing a report that his op-
ponent’s aides immediately 
denounced as deeply flawed.

The president leveled 
his charge as Romney, 
back from an overseas trip, 
looked ahead to an intensive 
campaign stretch that will 
culminate in his selection of 
a vice presidential running 
mate as early as next week 
and the Republican National 
Convention at month’s end.

There were hints that Re-
publicans might soon seek 
to expand the political play-
ing field into Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and Wisconsin, 
states that traditionally vote 
Democratic in a presidential 
race. Campaign activity has 
been relatively modest in all 
three since the end of the 
GOP primaries.

Officials familiar with 

campaign advertising said 
Restore Our Future, a super 
PAC aligned with the former 
Massachusetts governor, 
is airing television ads in 
all three states that retrace 
Romney’s successful stew-
ardship of the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City. 
“After Sept. 11, Romney 
delivered the Olympics safe 
and sound,” the announcer 
says, referring to the after-
math of the terrorist attacks 
of more than a decade ago.

The ad makes no men-
tion of Obama and appears 
designed to give viewers a 
positive, initial impression 
of a candidate they might 
not know much about — the 
type of commercial that of-
ten serves as an introduction 
to a longer campaign effort.

Obama’s trip to Ohio 
was the ninth in his drive 

for re-election, signifying 
the importance of a state he 
carried in 2008 and where 
more money has been spent 
on ads than in any other this 
year. No Republican has ever 
captured the White House 
without carrying Ohio.

Obama campaigned in 
Mansfield and then Akron, 
telling his first audience of 
the day that “the entire cen-
terpiece of my opponent’s 
economic plan is a new $5 
trillion tax cut on top of the 
Bush tax cuts.”

As the audience booed, 
Obama added that taxpay-
ers making more than $3 
million a year would receive 
a tax cut totaling “almost a 
quarter of a million dollars.”

Citing a new report by a 
non-partisan organization, he 
said the middle class would 
be hit with an average tax 

increase of more than $2000, 
in the form of a reduction 
in existing breaks for home 
mortgage deductions, health 
care premiums and the cost 
of a college education.

“He’s not asking you to 
contribute more to pay down 
the deficit,” Obama said of 
Romney. “He’s asking you to 
pay more so that people like 
him can get a big tax cut.”

Obama relied on a report 
by the non-partisan Tax Pol-
icy Center for his claim that 
middle-class taxes would 
rise by an average of $2,000 
“if Gov. Romney wants to 
keep his word.”

Romney’s aides immedi-
ately circulated a detailed 
rebuttal that said the Tax 
Policy Center had ignored 
parts of the former gover-
nor’s plan in its estimate, 
and in particular had omit-
ted “growth effects” of a pro-
posed cut in the corporate 
income tax rate.

For his part, Romney 
made no public appearances 
Wednesday. After a week-
long trip to Britain, Israel 
and Poland to highly mixed 
reviews, he returns to ac-
tive campaigning Thursday. 
His immediate destination is 
Colorado, including a fund-
raiser in Aspen that several 
Republican governors are ex-
pected to attend.

Obama attacks Romney tax 
plan in swing through Ohio
By Ken Thomas  
and David Espo
Associated Press

Ted Cruz defeated the GOP’s 
candidate in a runoff for this 
fall’s U.S. Senate race in Texas.
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Obama sampled fudge given to him by LaDonna Secrist at 
her shop in Mansfield during the president’s visit Wednesday.

Foreign realities played role in perception of Romney’s trip


