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Will Baumann, 10, of Lexington escaped the heat Wednesday by 
playing in a fountain at the courthouse plaza downtown. Last 
month was the hottest July in Lexington since 1936.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

the state, there were 15 days 
of severe weather, including 
damaging winds and large 
hailstorms. 

Also unusual was the ab-
sence of tornado reports, Bai-
ley said. 

Kentucky typically has at 
least three tornado reports in 
each of the summer months, 
making this July the quietest 
since 1950. 

Bailey said August promis-
es to be hot, hazy and humid, 
with plenty of storms.

He predicted the next few 
weeks would continue to be 
hotter than normal. 

The forecast for the rest 
of the week includes tem-
peratures in the low 90s with 
a few scattered storms, and 
Sunday might see strong 
thunderstorms and cooler 
temperatures.
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to travel so far away.”
If a family requests it, an 

honor guard will provide a 
21-gun salute, a folded flag 
and polished shell casings to 
family members at a funeral. 
Also, the Department of 
 Defense provides a two-
person detail for veterans or 
fallen soldiers if requested, 
said Lovett, whose office is 
based at Camp Nelson.

Lucas describes what the 
Camp Nelson Honor Guard 
does for veterans and fallen 
soldiers as an addition to 
that, the “icing on the cake.”

“We enhance what they 
do,” he said.

The Camp Nelson Honor 
Guard provides the horse 
and caisson and a cannon 
salute. And it is the only 
honor guard that provides 
that service for all active-duty 
personnel and veterans, not 
just officers or dignitaries.

Lucas and his brother-
in-law, David Peterson, put 
 together the caisson the 
group uses, finding pieces 
and parts in Casey County. 
They also rebuilt a Civil War 
cannon that is fired during 
the ceremonies. He uses 
rescued horses, particularly 
Standardbreds, that keep 
their composure around loud 
noises and crowds.

When it all comes 
 together, the sight and 
sounds of a lone horse  pulling 
a caisson bearing the veteran 
or soldier to a final resting 
place is extremely moving. 
Those honors are usually 
 reserved for  presidents or 
other dignitaries.

The all-volunteer group is 
called upon numerous times a 
month and has served several 

times in a day, Lucas said. 
With no dedicated funding 
source, obviously the costs 
can add up.

The state gives veteran 

service organizations, such 
as the American Legion, $60 
when their honor guards are 
used, which doesn’t cover 
all their costs, Lovett said. 
 Lucas’ caisson unit gets 
nothing from state or federal 
sources, but he hopes to seek 
some funding from the 
 General Assembly in 2013.

Several veterans groups 
and auxiliaries have donated 
money to keep the program 
going, but more is needed, 
Lucas said.

The Camp Nelson Honor 
Guard has nine horses and a 
mortgaged house nearby that 
serves as its  headquarters. 
Lucas has had to start asking 
for an honorarium of $250 
per service to make ends 
meet. If the family can’t 

afford that, he will not turn 
them away.

He estimates he attends 
275 to 300 funerals a year, 

missing a day of laying carpet 
or tile — his day job — to 
do it.

“I walk the floors a lot of 
nights trying to figure out 
how to keep it going,” he 
said.

A service such as the one 
provided by the Camp Nelson 
Honor Guard should not be 
struggling. Here’s what we 
can do to help:

Another way the unit is 
raising money is by making 
space for 50  commemorative 
star-shaped plaques to be 
permanently affixed to the 
caisson. Those stars are 
 selling for $500 each and can 
be dedicated to loved ones or 
to our troops in general.  

Lucas has sold 13, 

 including one to himself. The 
$25,000 would take a lot of 
weight off his shoulders.

In total, Lucas estimates 
$100,000 would pay the 
mortgage, insurance costs, 
travel expenses, uniform re-
pairs and even the salary of a 
part-time secretary for a year.

“This is my mission,” he 
said, “and I will continue it 
whether it is supported or 
not.”

When Lucas saw a need, 
he filled it. Now that we see 
a need, what will we do?

Merlene Davis: (859) 231-3218. 
Email: mdavis1@herald-leader.com. 
Twitter: @reportmerle.  
Blog: merlenedavis.bloginky.com.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
The Camp Nelson Honor Guard is 
raising money 

Aug. 7: Ten percent of all dining 
receipts at Secrets Bar & Grill, 841 
Lane Allen Road, will be donated 
to the honor guard. From 7 to 
10 p.m., there will be a $5 cover 
charge for karaoke, with all of that 
money going to the honor guard. 
Call: (859) 333-8576.

To donate: Go to Campnelson 
honorguard.org, or mail a check 
to Camp Nelson Honor Guard, 
213 Southtown Branch Road, 
 Nicholasville, Ky. 40356. 

Jerry Allender of the Camp Nelson Honor Guard led a horse-drawn caisson at the Veterans Day 
observance in 2009 at the national cemetery in Jessamine County. The honor guard provides the 
caisson and a cannon salute for all active-duty personnel and veterans.
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Tracy Lucas created the all-
volunteer Camp Nelson Honor 
Guard several years ago.

Two former Fayette County 
sheriff ’s deputies accused of 
stealing confiscated firearms 
were indicted by a grand jury 
Tuesday. 

Chester Merle McDaniel 
is charged with two counts of 
felony theft by unlawful tak-
ing and one count of official 
misconduct. William Row-
land Beers is charged with 
two counts of felony theft by 
failure to make required dis-
position, one count of mis-
demeanor theft by failure to 
make required disposition 
and one count of official mis-
conduct. 

Both have pleaded not 
guilty.

The two sergeants re -
signed earlier this year after 
an investigation by Fayette 
County Sheriff Kathy Witt’s 
office found that 14 guns con-
fiscated by the deputies were 
unaccounted for. The guns 
were supposed to have been 
booked into a property and 
evidence locker, similar to a 
large bank vault. 

McDaniel is accused of 
taking possession of six guns 
from two men in 2010, pawn-
ing two of the guns and keep-
ing four at his home. 

Beers allegedly took pos-
session of eight guns this year, 
though he wasn’t accused of 
pawning any. He returned the 
guns months later when the 
investigation began.

According to Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Office policy, 
all confiscated items are sup-
posed to be booked into the 
vault by the end of a deputy’s 
shift.

The men are scheduled to 
be arraigned Aug. 10.
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Harriett Hendren writes 
a shopping, fashion 
and beauty blog 
called “Fash Food” on 
LexGo.com. Enjoy the 
trends and styles she 
discovers every day!

White Vinyl Welded Double
Hung Replacement

WINDOWS
Up to 48”w x 78”h

1-859-559-4424
TOLL FREE

1-866-524-2330
www.windowworldlexington.com

212SouthviewDr. � BehindHardeesonMainSt. � Nicholasville,KY40356

$189

VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM

Now Offering
Comfort World

Seamless Gutters &
Leaf Protection!!

Any
Size!

INSTALLED

Call for a FREE
In-Home Estimate!

See Sales Associate for Details

BENCHMARK
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SPONSOR

Sign up and purchase at dealsaver.com/lexington

THIS IS NOT A COUPON. DEALS MUST BE PURCHASED THROUGH DEALSAVER®.
DEALS AVAILABLE ONLY THROUGH ONLINE PURCHASE.

To get your business featured on dealsaver® call today!
(859)231.3158 dealsaver@herald-leader.com
facebook.com/dealsaverlex twitter.com/dealsaverlex

Looking for
great deals?

Shop local.

Featuring daily deals
at dramatic discounts.

It’s a Big Deal!

$25 for $50 to use
at Holifield Photography!

*36 month lease with $3500 due at signing, $0 security deposit and approved credit. All offers include factory rebates and
discounts, plus tax, tag, title and $599 dealer fee with approved credit. Prices are not available in conjunction with any
other offers, discounts or rebates. No two offers can be combined. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 8/6/2012.

Toyota On Nicholasville

Toyota Dealer
Based on 2011 retail sales from TMS.#1

Kentucky’s

www.ToyotaOnNicholasville.com

Where Price Sells Cars!

Service
Open ‘Til
MidnightFollow us on Facebook & Twitter

SALES HOURS:

Members
Welcome!

2100 Lexington Road

888-887-9939

TMMK
MDL#2532
STK#55327

4 Door
Auto

New 2012
Toyota CAMRY LE
$19,980

LEASE FOR
$129

PER MONTH*
OR

3340-3390 Richmond Rd., Lexington

859-880-5020
Photos for illustration only, may not be actual vehicle. Prices exclude tax, title & license.

2011 NISSAN ALTIMAS

Starting At
$16,977!


