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Proceeding Continued.

Mr. WOODSON. Mr. President: The fol-

lowing amendment offered by the delegate from
Jessamine, (Dr. A. K. Marshall) is, I Ulieve, the
immediate subject before the convention. It
reads as follows:

"That neither this convention, nor any here-
after to be assembled by the people of this com-
monwealth, has any right or power, to either
emancipate the slaves now in t lie state, or their
descen-iaut- r to authorize the legislature to
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Froin the tact that the mover of the amend- - ed unanimity, in favor of the institution
m tit read, announced his intention to vote slavery, time alone can determine. The
against him-cl- f, and as no one seems inclined of the constitution under we have lived
t urge lis favorable consideration,! apprehend so and under the influence of which Ken-tha- t

it will shortly be the anditucky has acquired her reputation,
that we will pass to consideration of some- - thought that the day might come when policy

else. and interest, as well humanity, might sanction
have sir, for the of di- - emancipation. And if it were so much

cussing proposition of delegate from of taste if sentiment were not so much at
Je: amine; but the purpose of explaining with that breathed by w have

the the constituency! iuiuiedi-- j ded me in this discussion, I the
represent i pou this floor, and the world, expression of the and the declara-tli- e

reasons induced me to vote as I did tiou of the opinion, that the time will come
upon the amendment presented some days ago lieu who been cursed and devoted to
by the delegate from Bourbon, (Mr. Davis.) slavery, ignorance, and degradation, be

vote I then gave, an explanation, banished other Ian. and other climes, more
might had to misconstruction on the part in accordance with condition than Ken-som-

I desire, therefore, to express my view s tuck v.
fullv in regard thereto. years ago, sir, our ancestry inadeprovi- -
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j.st l the reasons for so I propose to

Mr. President, I recognize legal difference
in a man's right to his slave and other prop-
erty. hold our slaves by legal and constitu-
tional sanctions. When they improperly
injured taken from us without our consent,
and without authority, the laws of the
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country afford us redress, as they lo when taine.l Without mamiest injustice to those who
our lands are trespass.il upon, or our horses then own slaves, are opposed to giving
taken from us. is all as it should be. I up for the purposes of emancipation? Clearly

not to interfere with the const itutioii or not ; and for the plainest and most palpable
s fis tliev now stand upon the subject. son : it would be v iolative of the pledge we give

Yet. sir, 1 voted against the proposition of the the slaveholder, w hen we tell him that his slaves
g. ntl. man from Bourbon. First, I can shall not be taken from him without his consent,
see no neces-it- y, earthly, for it. We have al Property is purchased, inherited, and enjoyed,
veadv secured to the slaveholder his projk-rt- in subject to the existing constitution and laws,
his slaw as fully as w have secured our lands, of the land are to be regarded when
our house, and our homes, or any description of we acquire property, because it is an universal
property whatever; and, sir, whcu'I have placed principle of law, and one holds in every

slave projH-rt- of the country upon an equal v ilized state, that property is held subject to
footing, o far as'the protect the consiitu-- 1 demands of law. If you purchased a

tiou is concerned, with i.ll other property, slave, sir. since 179'J, sit the time you made the
have as much as I am w illing or to purchase you were aw are that the legislature had
do, for it protection. When I recognize the power to you of the slave so pur-leg.-

right to slaws to be as perfect as the legal chased, by paying you a fair for such
right to my homestead, I have all that 1 slave. And if the legislature should think
am expected to do, and have gone as far as in- - proper to purchase and emancipate your slaves,
lend logo. you cannot, in justice, complain of the act; sim- -

Notwiihsiaiiding all I have said, sir, I cannot plv because all slaves have been acquired and
subscribe to the doctrine to be est ah- - held in Kentucky subject to the exercise of the
lished bv the amendment for the great reason, unlimited discretion of the legislature, under
sir, that it is faNe in and founded rather the clause above quoted. Will any one deny
upon the strong procliv ities of the that the legislature has not only the power, but
times in Kentucky, than uhhi reason or pro-- j an undisputed constitutional and moral right,
prietv. I say this with all imaginable deference to take all ol our slaves from us. by paying us a
to the great mind that conceived it, and present- - fair compensation for them? Certainly no one
ed it to convention.

' deny the power, because the constitution
Look at the sir. What does it guaranties it in express terms.

asen? Nothing more nor less, than that slave For a single moment though, sir, let us
is before and higher than any constitu- - pose that the constitution had vested no such

tional sanction. This, if true, I w'ould sub- - power in the legislature, and that without the
scribe to, but a it is false, I w ill endeavor to ex- - consent of owner the legislature ere, in
hso it. obedience to the unmistakable voice and wisiies

All questions of doubtful import, arising un-- 1 of three-fourth- s of all the voters in Kentucky,
der the constitution and laws of the United to pass a general law, emancipating all the slaves
States, when thev do arise, are referred to the in the state, the consent of the owners,
judicial department of the government for d providing for the prompt payment of the
tleinent; and after thev are settled by the su- - proprietors a full equivalent for slave
picme court of the United States, the country emancipated, I ask you, sir, and I put tlie ques-luus- t

submit to tlie settlement thus ma Ie. Now. tiou to honorable delegates, if tlie equivalent
sir, regard the question presented as no longer paid would not le a poor compensation for the
a mooted one, as having long ago deter- - high handed invasion of the private rights of
mined by highest and only authoritative ' the citizen committed, ami for an act perpetrated
tribunal known to our constitution and laws. directly in violation of the plighted of the

The supreme, court of the Lulled States in
tlie ease Prigg against the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, lb Fi lers, (ill, says:

" The state of slavery is lie a mere
municipal regulation, founded uikiii and limited
to the range of territorial laws."

Now, sir, what does ihis decision assert? That
slavery is founded ujmiu and limited to the range
,f l., that it is the creature of municipal

regulation and not, sir, as the amendment a
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ourselves proclaiming the inalienable
rights of freemen let us endeavor to prietuate
liberty, and leave slavery to perpetuate itself.
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the voice Kentucky is as united in favor of
emancipation as it now is it, what will
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matter for themselves, and give liberty, even to
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forbids it, the warning voices of the illustrious

forbid it. Jefferson, as late as in
114, in a letter to Edward Coles, :
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It is an encouraging no good
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sued, failed ill elld."

Patrick in a letter to R. Pleasants,
makes the :

"The an opportunity
be offered to lamentable evil.

honor the Quakers, for their noble efforts
to abolish slavery."

sir, also, to the language of Washing-
ton himself. Iu a letter to Robert Pleasants, he
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sincerely th, to see plan for the
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have now said aj much as I intended saying of universal liberty
1 aise. but as the subject of slaverv'and stroy the very foundation stone of emancipation

iiiiicipa;ion occupied much of the time of strike the constitution a provision
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ialgence of the to say all ry in Kentucky until last volun-- :

to saV, in regarJ lo them; and if should Itarilv surrenders him? Shall we lake our
xtufine iiivsclf to the immediate subject of children power and right to judge of this

have
not

1 shad at least not
from the issue than been

v who have preceded me the
discussiou great questions to w hich I pro-

pose addressing myself.
The from Madison,

preamble and
rrom liemler.son, (iir.
the present

futir practical
expedient legislature

with power hereafter
Kentucky, any without
the consent of expe-
diency being have we

perfect his slaves,
that to those in rs.c?

of the provisions of
in is

presented.
foregoing questions have been

upon this Well
propositiou,

in

have
w of
doubt,

to
because to an.l

the
of

the

submitting
first

constitution,

f

The shall have
laws slaves,

of their

the constitution, I told

that well
provisions the

what have that

ex-

termination preser-
vation?

Ficiichman have his
The precious

have

their

have
will

their

leir.d
just

and them
This

wish

The laws

that

have
I

done

equivalent
done

I

attempted

fact,

will

w

every

I
been

faith

Secondly,

And

extinguish

convention,

at tore

fuil
propose wish is, to

w after

possess. have
the have

to
with

take
legislature

of
against

Can

government? e resjiect
government of

its justice

life,
an.l the

The fram
their

wish
with This

The

dead Thomas
says

hour of advancing
the shall have

observation, that
w

the
Henry,
following prophecy

time will come, when
will abolish this
I shall

Listen,

says
a ing who

than I a adopted
of

accom

they had
I advancing cause

from that
still will

people

convention, !
I from

questions.

plished, and that is by legislative authority; and

this, so far as mv suffrage will go, shall not be

wanting." In a letter to Sir John St. Clair, he
also uses the following strong ami decided lan-

guage: " I never mean, unless some particular
circumstances should compel me to it, to possess
another slave, by purchase, it being among my

first wishes to see some plan adopted, by which
slavery, iu this country, may be abolished by
law."

Do not understand me sir, as favoring emanci-
pation at this time, or wishing to see this conven-

tion intermeddling with it in any manner what-
ever far from it. I know sir, that the public
mind in Kentucky is not prepared for emancipa-
tion, and that slavery wilt exist among us until
we shall be thoroughly satisfied (I mean a ma-

jority of the people) that it is no longer the
of the state to uphold it. And when

that time does come. I for one, do not wish to see
injustice done the slaveholder by taking his
property from him without eoiisTtutional au-

thority to do so, nor do I w ih to see him hold-

ing it in defiance of the wishes of the great body
( f the people, when they are ready, in pursu-
ance of the present constitution, to pay him an
ample equivalent therefor. Whether the time
will ever ome, when the power desired to be
conferred, will be exercised, no one tail tell; if it
never does, no harm tan result from it. Anoth-
er idea: have the people of Kentucky demanded
that the constitution shall be altered in the man-
ner indicated? I think not. Public sentiment,
every where, among the warmest
men in my region of country, is in favor of al-

lowing the subject of slavery to remain as it is
at present in the constitution ; and my decided
impression is, that if the institution of slavery
is citlu-- Weakened or strengthened by us, that
all we do will be rejected by the people when w e
submit our labors to them for final ratification.
Will that respectable and philanthropic class of
our fellow citizens who so much desire the entire
abolition of slavery, vote to receive our amend-
ed constitution. 1 care not how many substan-
tial reforms may be inserted by us, or how fullv
they' may concur with us in regard to their ne-

cessity, if we have done any thing which may
have a tendency to retard emancipation, and tat
more insuperable obstacles in the way of the fi-

nal extinction of slavery than now exist? No
one can, ought, or will expect it. On the other
hand, were we to Weaken tlie tenure by which
slaves are held and enjoyed as property, no one
could expect the excited, victorious y

party to receive it. No sir, there is not a
man in Kentucky who would vote to re-

ceive the amended constitution, were we to in-

flict the slightest blow upon the institution of
slavery. True wisdom then, it seems to nie,
ought to induce us to allow this subject to ivt
w here we found it. I am opposed to slavery, sir,
as much as any man; and no one iu America
would feel more rejoiced than myself to see the
last vestige of it destroyed. Yet I have never
seen the time, and I never expect to see it, w hen
I would be willing to see the legislature paying
for, and emancipating the slaves of Kentucky.
The condition of the country has never been
such as to justify it, and I think it probable it
will not be for a great while. Yet, sir, as sure
as time lasts, and our free institutions last, and
we continue to respect the christian religion, the
time will come when it will be considered a high
privilege, to pay for, liberate, and send from
amongst us, every slave in the state. But I am
told that if it should ever become expedient to
rid the country of slavery by paying for the
slaves, that their ow ners will consent, and that
unless they do, no state of the cae whatever,
would justify the legislature in forcing them to
give up their pioperty.' This is a doctrine, how-
ever, that I can never subscrilni to, and one which
strikes at the very vitals of all republican gov-
ernment. The doctrine that majorities have the
right to rule, within the limits of the constitu-
tion and laws, and to settle the public policy of
every free government, is so palpably plain and
just, that it need but be stated, to be sanctioned
by all. Have gentlemen reflected for what they
are contending, when they assert that the institu-
tion of slavery shall exist until the masters of
all the slaves iu the state consent to part with
them? of all the voters of Kentuc-
ky are Shall this overwhelm-
ing majority agree that they'll have no right to
have any part or lot inthesettlenient of this great
question? And shall of the voters
of Kentucky arrogate to themselves the right, re-

gardless of the wishes of every body else, to
dictate the time and the terms upon which this
great question shall be settled? Yes sir, six out
of every seven men in the w hole state, may de-

sire to put an end to the institution of slavery,
yet they are not to have the power to do so. One
seventh of the voters of Kentucky are to have
more power than six sevenths. This is republi-
canism truly! This is a demonstration of the
equal rights of all, in our free and highly privi-
leged country! This is a total disregard, in ver-
ity, of a property qualification for tlie exercise
of political rights! A man must own slaves, be-

fore he is allowed to express the opinion at the
polls, that slavery is wrong, and that, he desires
its extermination Well, 1 have heard my friend
from Henry (Mr. Nuttail) talking a good deal
about slaveocracies; but if this is not practically
one, 1 hope one may never lie found.

The foregoing sentiments, Mr. President, I
imbibed in early life. 1 have uniformly main-
tained them, thus far in my career, as a man, as
a citizen, and as a politician ; and they shall
never leave me until I forget the regard I now
have for tlie equal rights, privileges, and im-

munities of my fellow countrymen.
But, sir, I have other reasons for supposing

that Kentucky will 'ere long desire the extinc-
tion of slavery, an.l hence, 1 am for the retention
of the clause in the constitution as it now ex-

ists.
As a state, Kentucky has as much reputation

as any other, for her enlightened public policy;
and she, at all times, has been devoted to her in-

terests, in regard to every thing except the per-

petuation of slavery ; in this respect she has
been indulging in a suicidal policy, and one
which has greatly retarded her greatness, her
prosperity, and her glory. 1 cannot believe,
however, that, she will much longer persist in
her course, when she opens her eyes to manifest
facts, and sees that her interest requires a change.
Interest is a magic word individuals, states, and
nations are influenced bv it. There is not a
Keiituckian living, who does not desire the pros-
perity and advancement of his country. We all
feel a personal devotion to our state, an.l desire
to see her true glory and lasting prosperity pro-
moted. We want to see Kentucky, as she de-

serves to be, one of the first states of the Union.
Her numbers, her wealth, her intelligence, her
prosj)erity, and her happiness are subjects dear
to the heart of every Keiituckian. for they con-
stitute the true elements of greatness. A nd I am
fully satisfied myself, that these great interests

these elements of power and greatness, must
languish and suffer, as long as slavery exists
among us; and when a majority of the people
of Kentucky concur in the opinion, shall they
not have the power to act and pursue that course
of policy which they deem best calculated to re-

move the evil, and benefit the state?
I hope that the convention will bear with nie

for a short time, until I present a few of the
facts and reasons upon which the opinion is
founded, that slavery is an injury to us as a
state, and consequently that those who come af-

ter us will desire to remove it.
Let us first inquire how does the institution

of slavery affect the population of Kentucky?
For. independent of numbers, no state can be
said to be great. To show the effect, I propose
to read an extract from an address recently sub-
mitted to the people of Kentucky, and. which is
familiar to us all.

C?ima has a larger territory than NewEngland; has one of the finest climates, one ofthe best soils on the continent, and is rich in
niiiier dAvealth. And yet in 1840 the popula-
tion ri .New England is double that of Virginia
inelu ;ng her slaves, the per tentage of increase
duri.,g the last fifty years, in the former, withall her emigration, having been twice that of thelatter. '1

As another pregnant proof of the assertion
that sl avery is a drawback upon the population
of the ate, let us contrast Ohio and Kentucky.
Ohio sir, sixty years .ago. was the home of tile
India!- - the Anglo-America- n had not penetra-
ted and settled upon her bosom. At that time,
Kentucky had a free white population of (Jl,2d7
and a Hack population of pj,43U making her
entire population, 73.671. But what do we sea
in Ohio has a population of 1.51D.4G7
Kentucky a white population of 500,25.'!, and a
slave population of 12,258 and an aggregate
population of 779,f-2S- , including free negroes.
What a contrast in sixty years! When we corn-par- e

Kentucky with or Illinois, the same
marked difference is found to exist in popula-
tion.

But, aj I am sure all will admit that slavery
hasj u serious obstacle to the increase of our
population,'' ltCii's ftr'a' Lort thie 'examine the
effects slavery has had upon the wealth of those
states in which it exists; and we tan only do
this by contrasting the slave states, and Ken-
tucky amongst the rest, with the free. I find
from official sources, that the property of Ohio
is estimated at $421 ,007,091 that of 'Kentucky
at 272,847, COG excess in favor of Ohio,$14sV
220,205; and if wedeiluct $7G,000,OOlt. the value
of the slaves in Kentucky at $100 per head, it
only leaves the entire wealth of the state, $224,-220,29-

Each citizen of Ohio, upon an av er-
age, is worth $27 f in Kentucky, exclusive of
slaves, $249. Virginia, we have "stated, is larger
than all New England, and has a more produc-
tive soil, and greater natural advantages for

and all the elements of natural great-
ness. Yet look at the contrast as presented bv
the following statistical table:

Virginia. N. KnclanJ.
l.sto.

Capital employed in
manufacture, $11,300,601 $80,621,220

Capital employed in
foreign commerce, 4,200,500 1 9,407,793

tnpital employed in
fisheries, 28,3?:) 14,091,201

Banking capital, - 3. 037. 41 10 02,1.'14,!"50
Agricultural products, 5!.0t5,e2l 74.74y.8ty

In 1840, tlie annual agricultural products of
the south were estimated at $312,3;0,151 those
of the free states, at $342,007,440. Yet in the
south there were 1,94,880 persons engaged iu
agriculture, and in the north only 1,735,060.
The cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco, the thief
products of southern labor, exported to foreign
countries, as shown by the census of 140, were
valued at $74,8()6,310 the single state of New
York exported agricultural products to the value
of $108,275,281. Here we see that the agricul-
tural exports from a single free state in 1640,
exceeds the exports from all the south, in value,
$23,108,971. The south, in 1840, manufactured
articles to the value of $42,178,1?4 the free
states to the value of $197,058,040; .The joint
earnings of all the slave states was $403,420,718

of the free, $058,705,108. The annual earn-
ings of North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor
gia, Alabama, .Mississippi, and Louisiana,
amount to $180,:21,719 those of the state of
New lork to 103,800,433 exceeding more than
four millions the income of six great southern
Sta.ti: . Th annual earnings! of Massachusetts
alone, are more than $y ,000,000 greater than the
united earnings of South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida. The earnings of South Carolina, with
a population of 540,389, is about equal to that
of the count' of Essex in Massachusetts, with a
population of less than 95.000. (See Parkers
letter to the people of the United States.)

1 will again read extracts taken from a late ad-

dress to the people of Kentucky: "Ohio pos-
sesses double the agricultural wealth of Ken-
tucky. Her Indian corn and wheat alone, are
worth the whole of the products of Kentucky.
The aggregate value of all the products of Ken-
tucky, exceed by h only the value of
the simple article of hay in Ohio." Sir, I need
make no comments upon the facts just exhibi-
ted. We all can but see that slavery has retard-
ed our wealth as much as our population.

I propose now, to examine the influence slave-
ry has had upon popular intelligence iu Ken-

tucky. And, sir, dark as the pictures just drawn
may apjear as humiliating to our pride as they
should be they are bright, dazzling, glorious
pictures for uj, when contrasted with the one
that facts, ah! sir, stubborn facts, compel me to
present now.

The census of 1840 shows lhat in the fifteen
slave states and territories, there were at the va-

rious primary schools, 201 ,085 scholars; at the
primary schools in the free states, there w ere
1.C2G.023 scholars. The single state of Ohio
had at her primary schools 218,009 scholars;
17,524 more than all of the slave states! South
Carolina had 12,520 New York, 502.367. In
the high schools, there were in the south 35,9:15

scholars at the public charge in the north,
432,388 similar scholars. Virginia, the largest
of all the lave states, had 9,791 such scholars
Rhode Island, the smallest of the free states,
10,749. Massachusetts alonehad 158,351 more
than four times as many as all the slave states.
In the slave states, at academies and grammar
schools, there were 52,900 scholars in the free
states, 97,174. In the slave states, there are t

1,308,325 free white children, between the ages
of five and twenty in the free states, 3,530,080
such children. In the slave states, at schools
and colleges, there are 301,172 pupils in the
free states, 2,213,4-1- pupils at schools and colle-
ges. Thus in the slave states, out of twenty-fiv- e

free white children, between five and twenty,
there are not five at school or college; while out
of twenty-fiv- e such children in the free states,
there are more than fifteen at school or college.
In the slave states, of the free white population
over twentv-on- e years of age, there is almost
one-tent- that are unable to read and write;
while in the free states there is not quite
one in one hundred and fifty-si- x who is deficient
to that degree. (See Parker's address.)

I desire, sir, that Keutuckians may consider
and ponder well the facts connected vvith the in-

stitution of slavery. And if the voice of Ken-
tucky is destined to Ire forever on the side of an
institution that affects herpopulation, herwealth.
and her intelligence, as 1 have shown slavery
does, why, sir, all I have to say is, "her will,
not mine, be done."

But, Mr. President, we have been repeatedly
told during this discussion that slavery is an
unmixed blessing an institution of Heaven
and its endless perpetuity is ardently praved for
by the delegates from Simpson, Jefferson, "Henry,
ite. I must be pardoned for entering my solemn
protest agaiiitt these new, and as I must be per-
mitted to say, with all imaginable deference,
abominable doctrines. I boldly proclaimed
whilst I was canvassing before the people for the
seat I now occup, that I regarded slavery in
and of itself an evil, but that I was for talcing
no violent steps to rid the country of it; that
time must solve the great question, how is the
country to be rid of slavery? And I now pro-

pose to do nothing sir, but to call public atten-
tion to this matter. I intend to give no vote, or
do any act to the injury of a slaveholder in Ken-

tucky. But, sir, when I am required to reeog-niz- e

"slavery as a divine institution, and to sing
its praises, I rebel; and when I am required to
go further than our fathers went, to provide for
the protection and perpetuation of ihe institu-
tion, 1 will not do it. And I had thought, sir,

y

until this subject was discussed some weeks ago
in this convention, that there was scarcely a
man in all Kentucky, who differed with me.
provided he were a man. And I
would like to know the antiquity and origin of
the idea in this country, that slavery is a bless-
ing socially or politically. Such sir. was not the
opinion of the fathers of the republic, because
their speeches and writings all go to show that
they reprded it in a different light, and looked

to the day when it should" be annihilated.
Need I adduce evidence of this? If so it is nt
hand, and I will read from the speeches and
writings of the most prominent of our disting-
uished ancestry, as a set off against the speeches
and opinions of those who have expressed dif-
ferent views during this discussion. And I
hope, that when I ?ay that the moral perception
of a Wesley, a Henry, a Mason, a Pinckney, and
a Jefferson, as well as their political sagacity,
were quite equal to, an.l is still as high authori-
ty with me as the opinions of a Talbott, a Clarke,
a Bullitt, ami a Nuttall.that the remark will
not hi considered as a disparagement, notwith-
standing the progress we have made in the
science of government, reliirinn !.. tlu.ir
day. John Weslev in s lrtd-- r in Wilt- - rfr,.. I

dated 24th February, 1791, say?: "Be yi'
weary of well Moing. ', n the i,a.:ie
Itou, an.l in the power of his might, till even
American slavery, the vilest that ever saw- - the
sun, shall vanish away it." It would
seem that Mr. Wesley, one of the ablest theolo-
gians the world has ever produced, differed in
opinion with our political theologians as to the
divinity of this institution, and that he at Last
did not regard it as flourishing under the ap-
proving smiles of God. For he exhorts Wilber-f'orc- e

to go on, and in the name of God and iu
the power of his might, till shivery should van-
ish away before it. "Says Wilbertorce:

" Newr was a svsteni so big with wickedness
and cruelty. In whatever part of it vou direct
your view, the eye finds no relief. Slavery is
the full measure of pure, unmixed, unsophisti-
cated wickedness; and scorning all competition
and comparison, it stands w ithout a rival in
the secure, undisputed possession of its detest-
able

Says Paley: "Slavery is a dominion and
system of laws the most merciless and tyranni-
cal that men ever tolerated."

Says Breckinridge: "Just and equal! What
care I, whether my pockets are picked or the
proceeds of my lalmr taken from me? The man
who cannot see that involuntary domestic slave-
ry, as it exists among us, is founded upon the
principle of taking by force that which is an-
other's, has simply no moral sense nature and
reason, and religion unite in their hostility to
this system of folly and crime."

These men did not regard slavery sir. as my
friends from Boyle, (Mr." Talbott,) and Jefferson,
(Mr. Bullitt) do, as one of God's favorite institu-
tions; but rather sir, as the object of his wrath,
and meriting the execrations of man.

President Monroe in a speech in the Virginia
convention says:

"We have found that this evil has preyed upon
the very vitals of the Union. It has been pre-
judicial to all the states in which it has existed."

Says William Pinknev in a speech in the
Maryland House of Delegates, in 1789:

"Never will our country be productive, never
will its agriculture, its commerce or its manu-
factures, flourish so long as they depend upon
reluctant bondmen for their progress. ' Even the
earth,' says Montesquieu, 'which teems with pro-
fusion under the cultivating hand of the free
laborer, shrinks info barrenness from the con-
taminating sweat of the slave.' This sentiment
Is not more figuratively beautiful than substan-
tially just."

Mr. Custis in a speech in the Virginia legisla-
ture in 1832, says:

"There is a malaria in the atmosphere of
slavery. See the wide spreading ruin which the
avarice of our ancestral government has pro-
duced iu the south, as witnessed in a siurcc
population of freemen, deserted habitations, and
fiiclds without culture. Strange to tell, even
the wolf, driven back, long since by the ap
proach of man, now returns, after the lapse of'
an hundred years, to howl over the desolations
of slavery."

Says Thomas Jefferson:
"Indeed I tremble for my country, when I

reflect that God is just, and that his Justice can- -

not sleep forever. Doubtless a God of justice
will awake to their (the slaves') distress, and bv
diffusing a light and liU-nilit- among their op- - j

pressors, or at length by his exterminating firm- - i

der, manifest his attention to the things of this!
world, and that they are not left to the guidance
of blind fatality." Notes on Virginia.

But say gentlemen, .slavery protects the me- -

chanies of tlie country and the laboring poor
generally, because if the slaves were driven
away the Irish and Dutch, etc, would overrun!
the country. Mr. President, I iieny that the in- -

stitution of slavery is of service to the lalriiig
population. I might adduce thousands of argu-- 1

meiits going to show that so far from benefiting,
it is ruinous to them, u ho so competent, how-
ever, sir, as the working men and mechanics
themselves, to judge of this matter. It is not
the interest of the slaveholder to study the in-

terest of the or laboring man in
reference to this matter. Hem e sir, I will not
receive their evidence as authority ; but let those
who have studied, suffered by, and who have
practically felt the evils resulting therefrom be
licard and I must here be permitted to sav, sir,
that I would not give the opinions and judgment
of one intelligent, reflecting mechanic upon this
subject, for the speculations and theories of a
thousand men, w ho are wedded by interest, edu-
cation, and association to the institution. head
the following resolution embodying the deliber-
ate sentiments of many most worthy and intel-
ligent working men and mechanics of Louisville,
and we will then see to w hat extent the asser-
tions of gentlemen upon this subject are corrobo-
rated bv those who best understood their inter-
ests.

" Ilesnlrril, That the institution of slavery is
prejudicial to every interest of the state, and is
alike injurious to theslaveholder.and

; that it degrades labor, enervates indus-
try, interferes with the occupations of free la-

boring citizens, separates too widely the poor
and tlie rich, shuts out the laboring classes from
tlie blessings of education, and tends to drive
from the state, all who depend upon manual la-

bor for support."
I have shown that the fathers of the republic

looked forward to the end of slavery that our
population is retarded by it that our wealth, as
a state in consequence of it, is not half as great
as it otherwise would have been that the intel-
ligence of the country has suffered and languish-
ed beneath its influences and that wh,-- it is
abolished, religion has suffered no injury, and
that the church need not put on the weeds of
mourning, provided a Wilberforce, or a Wesley
understood her true interests and her true fc'.orv":
these things all considered, and many others
which I would like to present if I had time, I
am fully persuaded that it is expedient to make
no alterations in reference to the power the- ,ren-era- l

assembly now has over the subject.
I propose now sir, to examine, for a short time,

fhe question of power presented in the resolu-
tion of the delegate from Henderson, (Mr. Dix-
on.) The gentleman denies positively, that we
have any power or right to delegate to the lcis-latur- e

upon this subject.
The present constitution declares that "no

person shall, for the same offence, be twice put
in jeopardy of his life or limb; nor shall any
man's property be taken or applied to public
use without the consent of his representatives,
and without just compensation being previously
made to him." See sec. 12 art. 10.

The clause just quoted, it has been contendeJ
in the course of this debate, and particularly brthe very distinguished delegate from Henderson,
is to be considered as a contract between the
state and the citizen, and that we, bv a fair con-
struction of that clause of the constitution ofthe United States, which declares that no stateshall pass "any expost facto law, orlaw imparin-t- ae

obligation of contracts," and a just appli-
cation ol the decision of the supreme court inthe case of Fletcher against Peck, are precluded
from emancipating slaves ourselves, or delegat-
ing the power to the legislature. Now. without
stopping to analize the clause of the federal con-
stitution, or the decision of the court just re fereJto for the purpose of ascertaining their applica-
bility to the rights and powers of the state andcitizen, let me enquire if a lawyer can be found
in Kentucky, who will not at once admit thatthe first section of the seventh article removes
all doubt upon the subj-c- t, and wholly demol-
ishes the specious and ingenious aritnent ofthe gentleman, for it declares expressly that thelegislature has the power.

I submit it to the convention however sir ifthe construction is not a forced one. put by 'the
; ...v vonsiuunou oi the Lnitetltates, and the decision refers J to under its auth-- o

:f. Bu., grant that the clause just -d .
uoes constate a contract, as the gentleman con-
tends, how long is that contract to last? How-
ls it to be avoided? Or is it, as the arguments ofthe gentleman indicate, to last forever, notwith-
standing, by the express stipulations contained
in it, there is a certain method pointed out by
which said contract is to be altered, chan-e- .l,
and made tosuitthewants, interests, ami feelfn.'s
of both the h igh contracting parties? Now thatthe contract entered into bv the mutual consentot thepart.es, has also by "like mutual consent
been submitted to this convention for "altera-tmn- ,

amendment and revision," and all power
that the original parties thereto possessed dele-
gated to it, the discovery is made that the
Present constitution is still a sacred compact.an.'l
binding upon both parties thereto irrevocably
for some purposes at least. Now, if it be re-
strictive in some things, whv not in every thin ?
U here is this doctrine to stop? Whv is" it, that
the right to hold and enjoy slaves is "more pecu-
liarly an.l specifically protected than any other
of the many political and civil rights" of the
citizen? If this right is to be regarded as aeon-tra- ct

and protected by the constitution of the
United Siar.-- s and the decision of the supreme
court, I ask the gentleman if every siugle right
guarantied by the present constitution on the
part of the state to the citizen, is not also a ton-tra-

according to the same rule of construction,
and equally secure under the protecting
of the fedeial constitution? Most assureolv "no
distinction can be drawn. As an illustration.
Suppose the convention should declare, in the
amended constitution that no citizen shall here-atte- r

be eligible to a Seat in the low er branch of
tlie state legislature until he arrives at the a e
of thirty years.

Now, I ask if such an alteration of the pres-
ent constitution would not bo equally violative
of the rights of the citizen, and equally an

of the constitution of the" United
States? The contract between the state and all
of her free w hite citizens, is that at an earlier age
than thirty they shall be eligible to a seat iu one
branch of the state legislature. This is a very
precious right. Bv its guaranty to the citizens
of other states, under few other" restrictions, we
have lured them to Kentucky. We have assured
them by an express prov ision of our organic
law, that they shall be entitled to the political
priviiet;.; jut indicated; and I now put it to tlie
convention, if we Were to exleiid the time or
residence, or require greater maturity of years,
if we would not evidently infringe upon the con-
tract entered into with him, and incur the high
crime of a violation of the constitution of the
United States?

I had thought, sir, with the very distinguish-
ed delegate from Nelson, until the meeting ot
the convention, that when we assembled here,
we would be restricted by nothing save the con-
stitution, treaties, and laws ol the national
government that we were sovereign, except so
far as express limitations and restrictions were
placed upon our action, iu terms, and not bv
implication. And 1 know of no provision of
the constitution of the United States, or of anv
tieaty orlaw. that denies the power, as the gen-
tleman fVoni Henderson suppo-ed- . I admit that
the legislature has not the power to emancipate
slaves, i. id, pendent of the express right given,
in the constitution of Kentucky, and I agree
that if it were not for the "w t r delegated in
express terms, that its exercise would not onlv
be an outrage upon the tenure of property, but
might be wih justice regarded as an infringe-
ment of the federal constitution and for The
plainest of ail reasons, the legislature only en-

joys delegated powers. It can only do w hat we
authorize it to do. We are sovereign. We are
exercising unrestricted and unlimited powers,
except so far as I have stated the exc. ptions.
And can not gentlemen see this difference be-
tween the rights and powers of thi.i convention,
and the rights and powers of the legislature?
The legislature are limited and circumscribed
by the const itutioii of Kentucky they have to
support it thev take an oath to do so. The
coni tact between the citizens and the state is to
be respected and strictly regarded by the legis-
lature. But 1 ask gentlemen to teil me what ef-

ficacy there is iu the constitution of Kentucky
to resist this conv ention? Absolutely there is iie
contract now existing between the state and the
citizens to be protected by the constitution of
the United States. If so" I cannot see it. I
know not where to find it. 1 know that if the
constitution of Kentucky is the depository of
that contract, that liotli" of the parties thereto
hav e rescinded, or given us the full power to
rescind it. If these great rights contended for,
are derived from the constitution of Kentucky,
and gentlemen say that they arc, it occurs to me
sir, that when the constitution giving the rights
is itseif destroy eel in the manner designated by
those who formed it, that thevse. rights that
sprang from and Were supported by it, and bv it
alone, must have passed awav als. It seeiiw to
nie to be more plain and explicit, that those who
reir-,r,- l tt,- - rw,l , 1.. 1...1.I .1,1. .....

braccd in the constitution of Kentucky, and
ho admit that we have the same unrestricted

pow ers that the convention of 17yj had, are also
bound to admit that the contract no longer s,

because we have now surrendered into our
hands all the rights of the government and the
people of Kentucky that they possesseel before
and at the time of the creation of the constitu-
tion, and the contract contended for. The gov-
ernment has surrendered into our hands all the
power delegated to it by the constitution, and
the people have clothed us with their own un-

limited 'sovereignty, reserving nothing which
they thelllst Ives possessed. Where then, 1 ask,
is this great contract about w hit h so much has

said, and for the preservation of which
the constitution of the United States is so zeal-

ously invoked? I call upon gentlemen to show
it to me and what do 1 see? A clause of a
constitution that no longer has vitality in it. and
over which we have as ample control, collec-

tively, representing the sovereignty of the peo-
ple of Kentucky, as we as individuals have
over our persons in a state of nature. Talk not
to me anv longer about the preservation of that
that has "no existence that has been, by the only
competent power, destroyed and thrown into
its original elements, and which may be mould-ee- l

ana fashioned as we think proper.
The convention, Mr. President, will perceive

that I have discussed together, to some extent,
the questions of expediency and power I will
amplify no further, leaving the convention, the


