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Sharon Collett

15 inmates with local ties released early
Officials unhappy with turning prisoners loose, saying it gives chance for more crime
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Do you believe the legislature 
will authorize a referendum on 
expanded gambling?
Yes, 65% No, 34%
Total votes: 138
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Franklin County High School Princi-
pal Sharon Collett plans to retire June 30 
after 13 years at the helm.

A vacancy in the principal’s position 
was advertised Wednesday on the state 
Department of Education’s job search 
website. 

Collett could not be reached for com-

FCHS principal 
to retire June 30

Flaws give her model status

PHOTO  SUBMITTED BY SCOTTT SLUSHER

Chelsea Jackson’s first professional shoot 
was with photographer Scott Slusher.

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Chelsea Jackson, a senior at Western Hills High School, will be featured on The CW’s new show, “Remodeled.”

Scars from childhood dog bite grab show’s attention
BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

“B
e your own kind of 
beautiful.”

That’s the phrase 
18-year-old Chelsea 

Jackson has stenciled on her living 
room wall.

“It’s like my motto, pretty 
much,” the Western Hills High 
School senior says. 

The motto seems to be doing 
Jackson well. She signed a model-
ing contract last week and will ap-
pear on The CW’s newest reality 
show, “Remodeled.” 

It’s an impressive feat for the 
girl who used to be called “Scar-
face” for the marks on her cheek 
and chin left from a dog attack 
when she was a child.

“If you believe in yourself 
enough, you can do anything,” 
she says.

Why modeling
Coming in at 6 feet tall, Jackson 

said she’s considered modeling 
before, but because of her appear-
ance, it was nothing more than a 
dream. 

When she was 4 years old, she 
was attacked while playing with 
a stray dog at her grandmother’s 
house. The dog clawed at her face, 
leaving deep gashes that required 
stitches in her cheek and chin.

 But last summer, she got a 
breakthrough, in an unlikely 
place. 

“It all really started out with 
the Franklin County Fair,” Jack-
son said. “There was this agent 
from Cosmo (a modeling and tal-
ent agency in Louisville) scouting 
girls and guys … and she came up 
to me and asked me to fi ll out this 
thing, saying they’d probably give 
me a call.”

See MODEL, A7

INDICTMENTS

Jail tussle 
with guards 
brings charges
Alleged killer bites guard’s 
thumb, spits blood on another
BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Corey McGrapth, accused 
of shooting a man then kid-
napping and raping the 
man’s girlfriend in late De-
cember 2010, has been in-
dicted again, but this time 
for biting a deputy jailer and 
kicking another, a prosecu-
tor says.

McGrapth, 35, threw a 
“temper tantrum” at Frank-
lin County Regional Jail be-
fore he bit the thumb of one 
jailer and kicked another, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Larry Cleveland says.

Then he spit the blood 
from that bite on a third dep-
uty jailer, Cleveland said. 

Cleveland says the man 
got worked up Monday after 
the jailers moved him to an 
“area of the jail to which he 

did not want to go.” 
“So he acted the fool and 

bit this deputy jailer on the 
thumb, and it was hard 
enough to get a mouth full of 
blood which he then spit on 
one of the other deputy jail-
ers,” Cleveland said.

Those McGrapth assault-
ed included correctional of-
ficers Justin Muravchick, 
John Netherton and Birgen 
D’Hondt, according to the 
indictment. McGrapth was 
charged with third-degree 
assault.

McGrapth has been held 
on a $500,000 bond at the jail 
since he was arrested in Feb-
ruary 2011 for charges stem-
ming from a Dec. 31, 2010, 
incident at Eastwood Apart-
ments near Versailles Road. 

According to police, Mc-

See INDICTMENTS, A7

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

About 15 inmates with 
local ties were among more 
than 900 nonviolent prison-
ers released nine days ago, 
six months before the end of 
their sentences.

Although a probation 
program was put into place 
to help offenders readjust to 
their communities, local of-

fi cials feel the early release 
gives them the chance to 
commit another crime. 

Department of Correc-
tions fi gures show that three 
offenders claimed Frank-

lin County as a “planned 
residence,” two were being 
supervised under home in-
carceration, and nine were 
released from Franklin 
County Regional Jail. Most 
of those will return to other 
Kentucky counties.

The criminal justice re-
form bill, signed into law 
March 3, has two aims – re-
duce the recidivism rate by 

putting inmates under su-
pervision to ease transition 
back into their communi-
ties, and cut the corrections 
budget by about $40 million 
because it’s cheaper to su-
pervise offenders than jail 
them.

However Com mon-
wealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland says in reality 
this will only create more 

work for already burdened 
prosecutors and probation 
offi cers.

Cleveland convicted sev-
eral of those released. And 
while the Department of 
Corrections says none of 
the inmates let go is violent, 
he remembered some as re-
peat offenders and “lifetime 
criminals.”

See EARLY RELEASE, A7

| MORE INSIDE
• For a complete list of 
names of inmates with local 
ties released early, see A7.
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