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with contracts for gym access, 
playroom services, tanning or per-
sonal training from Nov. 1, 2007, 
to June 22, 2012. The contracts 
had to be either signed in Ken-
tucky or a consumer had to have 
used the services at facilities in 
Kentucky.

The settlement benefits are:
■ Those with gym memberships 

will receive a free 30-day member-
ship.
■ Those with playroom con-

tracts will receive a month of free 
child-care service.
■ Those with tanning contracts 

will receive three free tanning ses-
sions.
■ Those with personal training 

contracts will receive a free group 
personal training session.

“The settlement provides ev-
erybody in the class, whether they 

had a problem with (Urban Active) 
or not, a benefit,” Lester said. “If 
you’re someone who’s really dis-
gusted with them and never want 
to go back, you may not want to 
use it. 

“But it provides a benefit to ev-
erybody in the class regardless of 
whether they had any problems.”

Urban Active has sent emails 
and postcards to past and present 
members for which they have con-
tact information on file. Affected 
consumers can file their claims on 
Globalfitnesssettlement.com.

In total, nearly 93,000 members 
are being contacted, Lester said. 
Claims must be filed on the Web site 
or through other methods by Aug. 
31.

The court will have a hearing 
Oct. 19 on whether to approve the 
settlement. 

The settlement also calls for 
Urban Active to refund charges 
incurred by members if they can 
prove they were improperly billed 

after canceling contracts. 
Since last year, the company — 

which according to its Web site has 
locations throughout Kentucky and 
Ohio as well as Nashville, Atlanta, 
Omaha, Pittsburgh and Charlotte, 
N.C. — has raised its Better Busi-
ness Bureau rating from an “F” to a 
“C.” Because Urban Active is based 
in Lexington, the Better Business 
Bureau of Central and Eastern 
Kentucky processes all complaints 
against the company.

In the past three years, there 
have been 1,568 complaints closed; 
385 of those were in the last year.

Better Business Bureau spokes-
woman Heather Clary said, “They 
have been making an effort and 
have been responding in a timely 
manner to anything we have sent 
their way.”

Scott Sloan is a member of Urban 
Active. He can be reached at (859) 231-
1447. Twitter: @HLbusiness
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SETTLEMENT Urban Active settlement details
Are you eligible? The settlement cov-

ers people with contracts for gym access, 
playroom services, tanning or personal training 
from Nov. 1, 2007, to June 22, 2012. The 
contracts had to be either signed in Kentucky 
or a consumer had to have used the services 
at facilities in Kentucky.

Do I have to submit a claim? Yes. Visit 
Globalfitnesssettlement.com and fill out the 
form online or download a paper copy and 
mail it to Global Fitness Settlement, c/o BMC 
Group, Claims Administrator, P.O. Box 2007, 
Chanhassen, Minn. 55317-2007. Call 1-866-329-
9337 to have a copy of the form mailed to you.

By what date do I have to submit a claim? 
All claims must be filed by Aug. 31.

What are the settlement benefits? Those 
with gym memberships receive a free 30-day 
membership. Those with playroom contracts 
will receive a month of free child-care service. 
Those with tanning contracts will receive three 
free tanning sessions. Those with personal 
training contracts will receive a free group 
personal training session.

the hearing that the con-
spiracy was “not a victimless 
crime” because it potentially 
affected residents’ right to 
fair elections. 

“What Mr. Turner and his 
cronies sought to do is to sub-
vert that very basic freedom,” 
Harvey said.

Lexington Public Safety 
Commissioner Clay Mason, 
a former FBI agent, said the 
case was “very substantial.” 
The Breathitt County vote-
buying conspiracy was the 
last case Mason investigated 
before retiring from the FBI 
in January 2011.

“The power that’s vested 
in the superintendent makes 
them the most influential 
person in a lot of smaller 
counties in Kentucky,” he 
said. 

Turner, wearing handcuffs 
and a green Fayette County 
Detention Center jumpsuit, 
said little in court. He only 
answered questions from 
U.S. District Judge Karen 
Caldwell about his guilty plea 
and health problems. 

Turner told the judge he 
has been taking “four or five” 
medications for high blood 
pressure, cataracts and swell-
ing in his hands and feet, and 
his attorney said Turner had 
a pacemaker installed in the 
last month or so. 

Turner was released on 
bond Tuesday until a sentenc-
ing hearing, scheduled for 
October. The judge set strict 
conditions for Turner, who 
had violated his bond previ-
ously, according to court re-
cords. 

Turner had been free 
on bond after his arrest in 
March. He was rearrested in 
May after having improper 
contact with John Turner, 
who had not yet pleaded 
guilty, according to court re-
cords. Arch Turner resigned 
as  superintendent at that 
time.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Ken Taylor, who prosecuted 
the case, told the judge he 
did not object to Arch Turner 
being released again after his 
guilty plea and the convic-
tions of others in the case. 

“I don’t think the motive is 
there for him to contact wit-
nesses at this time,” Taylor 
said. 

The judge told Turner 
he was not to leave Fayette 
County without permission, 
and he was not to return to 
Breathitt County under any 
circumstances. He was or-
dered to wear an ankle moni-
tor that tracks his location. 

Turner’s attorney, Brent 
Caldwell, said Turner would 
stay with family in Lexing-
ton. He said Turner’s primary 
care doctor was in Lexington, 
so he had little imperative to 
leave given his medical condi-
tions.

Caldwell said after the 
hearing that Turner’s medical 
problems had gotten worse 
since he was locked up in 
May. Turner’s brother, Jack 
Turner, said the family was 
happy that the former super-
intendent would be released 
from custody, even just for a 
few months. 

“I think he will feel bet-
ter,” he said.

Arch Turner initially was 
charged with conspiracy, pro-
viding money to buy votes, 
trying to get a witness not 
to give information to au-
thorities, and lying to an FBI 
agent. Under the plea agree-
ment, he pleaded guilty only 
to one count charging him in 
the vote-buying conspiracy. 

He faces a maximum pen-
alty of five years in prison, al-
though attorneys recommend-
ed that he serve 18 months 
to two years, Brent Caldwell 
said. There is no option for 
probation in federal cases.

Turner is scheduled to re-
turn to court for sentencing 
on Oct. 11.

Josh Kegley: (859) 231-3197. 
Twitter: @HLpublicsafety.
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themselves to refer to him as a 
person — keep them from doing 
something they love.

“We need to come here to 
prove that we can enjoy a movie 
again,” Don Lader said. “We need 
normalcy back — and it’s a good 
movie.”

Their resolve is shared by many 
in this shocked and grieving com-
munity, where the once-innocent 
pleasure of going to the movies 
has turned into an act of defiance 
against incomprehensible violence.

Local and state officials have 
urged residents to go out with 
friends and family. The Aurora Po-
lice Department is providing extra 
security at theaters screening the 
Batman film.

“Despite an event like this, I 
keep stressing that this is one of 
the safest cities in one of the saf-
est states in the safest country in 
the world,” Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper told reporters Satur-
day. “There’s a bunch of folks on 
our staff that took their kids to the 
movies last night, just as a way to 
try and demonstrate that we’re not 
going to back down.”

A steady stream of people 
turned up at the Aurora Movie 
Tavern over the weekend, hoping 
to see The Dark Knight Rises and 
other films.

A note on the doors said the 
venue was closed for the weekend 
in memory of employee Alex Sulli-
van, 27, “part of our Movie Tavern 
family,” who died in the shooting.

“Well, shucks,” said Karla Wil-
liams as she surveyed the 12 red 

roses lined up on the pavement 
and tucked into the door handles 
— one for each of those who died 
at the nearby Century 16 theater. 
“That’s very sad.”

Her husband, Brad, scrolled 
through his cellphone to find anoth-
er screening of the movie for their 
boys, Chris, 12, and Joshua, 9.

“I think it’s a great lesson for 
our kids,” he said. “Tragedy hap-
pens, but you have to move on.”

Others felt a little anxious 
about going out so soon after the 
shootings. Breanna Ballash, 19, 
considered staying home.

“Then I thought, this happened 
because of one crazy guy. It prob-
ably won’t happen again.” Still, Bal-
lash said, “I’m definitely going to 
start learning how to carry a gun.”

The Laders didn’t want to go 
back, but they knew from previ-
ous therapy that they had to do 
it. Driving to the theater Saturday 
night, they bickered over which 
route to take.

The theater was less than half 
full, but the police officers outside 
and inside the building reassured 
the couple.

While Jacqueline stopped in the 
ladies’ room, Don scoped out the 
auditorium. He selected seats near 
an exit. Then he moved their car 
close to where they would come 
out in an emergency.

“The preparation made us feel 
better, because that is something 
we could do,” Jacqueline said.

Minutes into the movie, Don 
realized he was spending more 
time scanning the exits than look-
ing at the screen. They stepped 
out for a cigarette break.

Soon after they returned, a 
quiet cityscape flashed across the 

screen. It was in that moment of 
the film, they said, that the gun-
man had appeared through an 
emergency door, thrown at least 
one gas or smoke canister and 
fired into the packed theater.

The couple’s military training 
kicked in, and they hit the floor. Don 
threw himself atop his wife. When 
the shooter’s weapon seemed to 
jam, he yelled, “Run,” and dragged 
Jacqueline toward the exit.

As the memories of that night 
came flooding back, Don noticed 
that his wife was trembling. He 
asked whether she was afraid.

“I’m not afraid,” she whispered. 
“I’m angry.”

Bit by bit, they started to re-
lax and get lost in the story. To 
her delight, Jacqueline said, Bat-
man repeated her words: “I’m not 
afraid. I’m angry.”

In her mind, she said, the 
shooter had become the villain on-
screen. “It was almost like he had 
stepped out of the movie. ... See-
ing the movie helped demystify 
the experience for me. He’s just a 
sick nut case who will never hurt 
anybody else again.”

As they left the theater, Jacque-
line made a point of thanking the 
police officers.

“It’s because of them I had the 
courage to stay,” she said.

There are those who say the 
Century 16 should be boarded up, 
never to reopen. But the Laders 
hope that won’t happen, and that 
Theater 9, where the shootings oc-
curred, will become a memorial.

“I would like to go back and 
sit in my seat with the lights on,” 
Jacqueline said. “And people who 
lost loved ones can visit the place 
where they were last.”
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Law enforcement officials familiar with 
the investigation of the Colorado theater 
shooting say the gunman must have had a 
substantial amount of target practice before 
the shootings.

They based their assessment on what 
they call the gunman’s “unusually high” hit 
rate during the attack in the theater. Twelve 
people were killed, and 58 were injured.

The gunman used — perhaps most no-
tably — an AR-15 assault-style rifle with a 
magazine that could hold as many as 100 
rounds. But when that weapon jammed, au-
thorities said, he switched to a less power-
ful weapon. 

To kill 12 people and wound 58 in the 
chaos of a dark, smoke-filled theater in 
which many people were frantically search-
ing for the exits would be “unusually high 
for someone new to this,” one official said.

One local shooting range owner said the 
suspect in the Aurora case, James E. Hol-
mes, applied for membership at his club 
in June. But when the owner, Glenn Rot-
kovich, called Holmes, he was unnerved by 
the answering machine message.

“It was this very bass, guttural, rambling, 
incoherent message that was bizarre, at 
best,” Rotkovich said. “Freakish, maybe.”

Rotkovich ultimately told his staff not to 
follow through with Holmes without check-
ing with him, but Holmes never showed up. 
The next time Rotkovich heard his name, it 
was on television.

Gun purchase requests soar
Background checks for gun purchases 

have spiked 43 percent in Colorado after 
the shootings, according to state data.

Gun dealers submitted 2,887 requests for 
state background checks required to sell a 
firearm in the three days after Friday’s shoot-
ing, said Susan Medina, a spokeswoman for 
the Colorado Bureau of Investigation. 

Blaming a retailer 
The offices of Cat5 Commerce, a Ches-

terfield, Mo.,-based online retailer that sold 
an assault vest, two magazine pouches and 
a knife to Holmes earlier this month, are 
facing a backlash over the sales.

The company processed Holmes’ $306.79 
order on July 2. Since details of the order 
were revealed over the weekend, the com-
pany has been inundated by angry phone 
calls and emails, according to its CEO, Chad 
Weinman. “Much of this communication has 
been quite hostile and threatening in na-
ture,” he wrote in a statement posted on the 
company’s Web site Monday.

 “Some members of our customer relations 
team have been brought to tears by people in-
sisting that we have blood on our hands.”

Civil liability claims could be difficult
Family members of those killed and sur-

vivors of the shooting at an Aurora, Colo., 
movie theater may find it difficult to pursue 
civil liability claims tied to the attack.

The potential for liability would center 
on the safety and security procedures at the 
theater where the shooting took place, or 
the university where the suspect received 
shipments of equipment used in the attack.

Inquiries by plaintiffs’ lawyers are un-
likely to lead to successful lawsuits because 
such cases require some proof that a com-
pany or organization acted unreasonably, 
and knew, or should have known, about the 
danger posed, said Tom Russell, a Univer-
sity of Denver law professor.

Police suggest 
suspect must 
have trained 

for attack

Actor Christian Bale and his wife Sibi Blazic made a visit Tuesday to the Aurora, Colo.,  memorial for the vic-
tims of Friday’s mass shooting at the premiere of The Dark Knight Rises. Bale stars in the movie as Batman.
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