
Breaking up with 
camp is hard to do 
John Clay, B1: Bengals make it clear they left 
Georgetown College training camp because 
circumstances changed, not because they 
didn’t like their Kentucky home

Lextran using GPS 
to track buses

City | Region, A3

L E X I NGTO N

Faithful 
deliveries

Group helps neighborhood by distributing leftover vegetables 
from farmer’s market. Life + Neighbors, C1
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For Kentucky weather, it’s all 
about living in the land of extreme 
— from one of the hottest and dri-
est Junes to, possibly, one of the 
wettest Julys.

Although recent rain made a 
dent in the heat, it came with its 
own price, says WKYT chief me-
teorologist Chris Bailey. 

After severe storms caused flash 
floods, winds and hail, and downed 
power lines, Central Kentucky is 
now sitting above normal for July 
rainfall. But it’s still on pace to be 
the hottest year in Lexington’s his-
tory. 

Bailey said the balancing act of 
abnormal heat and rain comes from 
Kentucky being on the outer edge 
of heat waves in nearby states such 
as Arkansas and Texas, “That re-
ally puts us in the line of fire for 
the next few weeks,” he said. 

“We need the rain and we want 
the rain, but without all the severe 

weather. It’s been a bad go of it, es-
pecially for farmers, but this is the 
pattern we’re sticking to for now.” 

University of Kentucky meteorol-
ogist Matt Dixon says the rain has 
dramatically improved conditions 
in Central Kentucky while droughts 
are expanding and deepening in 
the western part of the state. 

Kentuckians will feel an impact 
from this, but Dixon says only time 

will tell to what degree. 
“Any precipitation would be 

beneficial at this point; levels are so 
dry that it’s inhibiting a lot of devel-
opment in Western Kentucky and 
overall corn crops aren’t amounting 
to anything.” 

Both Dixon and Bailey predict 
hot conditions and severe weather 
pockets throughout the week, with a 
cold front coming Thursday night.

GREEN COMES  
WITH ITS OWN PRICE

Heavy rains in 
July bring relief 

but problems, too
By Amanda Hancock

ahancock@herald-leader.com

By the numbers 

DROUGHT
■ Central Kentucky is out of 
drought status, but still about 3 
inches below normal for rainfall.

■ July’s average high tempera-
ture to date: 93 (the record is 94 
degrees in 1936)RAIN

RAIN
■ Compared to the typical rainfall 
per week of 1 inch, parts of Central 
Kentucky experienced 8 inches of 
rain over the past two weeks. 

■ Although there were no severe 
weather outbreaks in June, severe 
weather has shown up 12 of the 
past 24 days. 

CROPS
■ In July 2011, Kentucky corn 
conditions were at 2% very poor 
or poor. As of July 22, corn condi-
tions were at 77% very poor or 
poor. 

TEMPERATURES
The average temperature for the 
last 10 days is 91. No record high 
temperatures have been recorded 
since July 7.

Source: Chris Bailey, WKYT chief 
meteorologist; Matt Dixon, UK 
Agricultural Meteorologist; United 
States Department of Agriculture

July 24: The grass on the CentrePointe block in downtown Lexington has bounced back to a dark green after 
recent heavy rains. Central Kentucky is now above normal for July rainfall after one of the driest Junes.
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July 6: An aerial view of the CentrePointe block showed the stress on the 
grass from the high temperatures and limited rainfall.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

Lexington-based fitness club 
chain Urban Active has agreed 
to settle a lawsuit in Northern 
Kentucky over its billing prac-
tices, and the settlement will of-
fer a free month’s access to tens 

of thousands of customers across 
the state.

The case was filed in 2009 
after the plaintiffs canceled their 
membership but continued hav-
ing money withdrawn from their 
bank accounts, said their attorney 
Charles Lester Jr.

He said Urban Active also 
made canceling memberships dif-
ficult for consumers, a practice 
that drew increased scrutiny last 
year, when the Better Business 
Bureau gave the company a grade 
of “F.”

The chain vowed to dedicate 
an employee full-time to resolving 
customer complaints. 

“We’re at the point now where 
they have finally decided it was 
worth their while to try to settle 
this thing,” Lester said.

Urban Active declined to com-
ment other than to state it is par-
ticipating in the settlement pro-
cess supervised by the courts.

The settlement covers people 

DEAL GIVES CUSTOMERS FREE MONTH’S ACCESS 

Urban Active to settle over billing complaints
By Scott Sloan

ssloan@herald-leader.com

See SETTLEMENT, A2

July 24: 91

July 23: 93

July 22: 90

July 21: 84

July 20: 87

July 19: 93

July 18: 96

July 17: 94

July 16: 91

July 15: 87

Fair attendance off: Smaller 
crowds at Bluegrass Fair blamed 
on bad weather. Business, B5

ON KENTUCKY.COM
Chris Bailey’s 
blog keeps an eye 
on the weather 
for Lexington and 
beyond

See TURNER, A2

A former Breathitt County Schools super-
intendent pleaded guilty Tuesday in federal 
court to leading a vote-buying conspiracy.

Arch Turner, 66, admitted taking money 
and distributing it to associates in an at-
tempt to control the outcome of local prima-
ry elections in the Eastern Kentucky county 
in May 2010. Attorneys said 
the group attempted to buy 
votes in multiple local rac-
es, including magistrate and 
judge-executive positions.

The vote-buying in the 
election was part of a fight 
between two factions for 
control of the county, ac-
cording to court documents. 
Witnesses said they were 
paid $20 to $75 to vote for 
a slate of candidates, ac-
cording to court records.

Turner was the last of 
11 conspirators who have pleaded guilty or 
who have been convicted in federal court, 
the U.S. Attorney’s office said in a news re-
lease. Former Breathitt County Sheriff John 
L. Turner (who is not related to Arch Turn-
er) pleaded guilty last month.

U.S. Attorney Kerry Harvey said after 

Plea deal 
wraps up 
Breathitt 
case of 

vote fraud
EX-SCHOOLS CHIEF, LAST OF 
11 DEFENDANTS, ADMITS GUILT

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com

Arch Turner 
pleaded guilty 

to a vote-buying 
conspiracy 

charge.

AURORA, Colo. — Since returning from 
Iraq, Don and Jacqueline Lader have made 
a point of going to the movies.

Far from being put off by graphic vio-
lence, the two, who served in the Marines, 
see their film habit as a way to get used to 
the terrifying memories of shelling, reduc-
ing their impact.

That is why, less than 24 hours after 
surviving Friday’s shooting rampage, which 
left 12 dead and 58 wounded in Aurora, the 
couple returned to a darkened movie the-
ater, holding hands as they finished watch-
ing the latest Batman installment, The Dark 
Knight Rises.

They were determined not to allow the 
actions of one individual — they can’t bring 

For Colo. couple, 
therapy is seeing 

movie that almost 
took their lives

By Alexandra Zavis
Los Angeles Times

See MOVIE, A2
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Leading Cancer Care
Saint Joseph Cancer Center brings an experienced team of cancer physicians
and professionals to patients in central and eastern Kentucky, including
Jessica J. Moss, M.D. Dr. Moss is board certified in internal medicine and
board eligible in hematology and medical oncology. She has special interests
in the treatment of breast and gastroenterology cancers.

Dr. Moss is available to see new patients.

For Appointments
859.629.7110

KentuckyOneHealth.org
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