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It is time for Letcher County to stop laughing at efforts to form

some sort of civil defense organization here, time to face the so-
bering possibility that all of us could need to know what to do and
when and how to do it in case of an attack on the United States.

In the space of a few minutes Monday night, civil defense prac-
tices changed from something we had vaguely noticed and passed by
with a polite smile into something very Important to us and our
children.

We realized with growing horror that if war came this week, not
many citizens of Letcher County would have even a remote idea
what they should do. And it is our own fault. There have been
many tries at setting up civil defense groups here, and most of us
have pooh-pooh- ed the Idea they would ever be needed. But we
have been given a merciful second chance, and it is up to us to
take it.

There are those who feel there's no use trying, that no effort at
protection could be of any help. They may be right, but the hu-

man spirit being what It Is, we would like to try to be around to
help pick up whatever pieces may be left.

And If nothing else, studying home survival measures gives you
something to talk about while you search for answers to such pa-
thetic questions as "Mommy, why would Whitesburg get into a war?
We haven't done anything" or "Would we stay in our basement un-

til God made a new world?" and "What is the Cuban rice?"

In these days when an ever Increasing number of people are begin-
ning to look searchlngly at democracy, questioning If government
founded on democratic principles is best for mankind, It is well for
those of us who believe that democracy is man's best - and last --

chancetowork out his life upon this earth, to search our own beliefs
and question our practices.

"We hold these truths to be self-evide- that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the persuit of Happiness.
That to secure these rights, Governments are Instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. "

So it is written in the American Declaration of Independence - and
there can be no questioning these great - self - evident-truth- s. Our
search and questions must be directed to another sentence in the same
paragraph of the Declaration, having to do with the establishing of our
government upon these truths, "laying Its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. "

The United States Constitution laid this foundation well, and most
of the weaknesses in the foundation have been strengthened, especial-
ly in the first ten amendments, or our Bill of Rights. The resulting
democratic republic, or republican democracy, has been well suited
to the people who have called themselves Americans for almost two
hundred years.

During these two hundred years two great political parties, for the
most part,, have been charged - first one and then the other - and
some times both together - withadmlnlsteringthe power to this nation
derived from its Foundation and organization. On the one hand has
been the Federalists, the Whigs and the Republicans - all the same
names for the party that has put the emphasis on the first work of the
"republican democracy" this nation is. On the other hand has been
the Anti -- Federalists, the Republicans and the Democrats -- all the
same names for the pnrty that has put the emphasis on the first word
of the "Democratic republic" this nation is.

At various times It has been difficult to tell which party has been
more of the "republic party" or more of the "democracy party. " In
the strictest sense of the words, a republic is a nation governed by
representatives of the people and a democracy is a nation governed
directly bythe people. No student of history can say exactly whether
the United States is a republic or a democracy. Certainly our
representatives have always governed, but they have always Deen
sensitive to the wishes of the people, or the people have cast them
aside.

Naturally, this is an of the political structure of
the nation - each of the parties has advocated and practiced many
principles that have little or nothing to do with republics or democra-
cies, but rather with the means and methods of making a living and
accumulating wealth.

As long as this two party system prevails - as they bear on the fun-
damentals of government.that is - there has been no concern for the
continuation of this democratic republic. But these two parties have
continued to grow andprospernot altogether because of the majorities
within them, but rather from their tolerance and forbearance of the
minorities within each' of them. Put the two parties together and the
nation itself has continued to grow and prosper not because of the
majority that has been in power at any' given time, but because of
the tolerance and forbearance by the majority of the minorities out
of power.

Any party, any group of men, in power in government - however
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or ine minorities, ue tne run no
party Democratic or Republican, it might as well be communist or
fascist, if it does not serve the minority or minorities as well as the
majority. There is no difference between faslcist dictatorship of the
right and a communist dictatorship of the left - and there is no differ-

ence-between a dictatorship of either of the two - regardless of the
fact that both are usually made up of minorities - and the dictatorship
of any party, or group, that Is made up of a majority.

These truths, put here In a rather unscholarly fashion, are of greai
importance to all of us - not only on the national or state level, but
also on the local level. Certainly the clash of the two parties on the
national level at this time, seeking only for a majority, that one or
theothermayimposeitswillupon the minority, holds a serious threat
to our democratic republic. In the same fashion, in "one party"
states such as Kentucky - on matters of state government - the greed
of one faction to impose its will through a majority of votes gained
in any way possible, is destructive- - of the democratic or republican
processes in our commonwealth. In a local government any such
practice would become even more intolerable.

There is no questioning that tha majority should govern, but the
measure of its government cannot be determined alone by how it
serves the majority - the true measurement of Its goodness or great-
ness will be found in how it treats the minority.
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Wants Linefork road

To the Editor

As a Democratic voter and a
resident of Linefork Creek, I read
with much interest about Governor
Combs visit to Haymond where
he conducted the business of the
state for one day. The occasion
gave each of our officials a fine
opportunity to speak up for Letcher
County.

I was not surprised to see ex-st- ate

senator Craft and County
Judge Caudill there. They were
photographed with the Governor
andl presume Representative Bill
Jordon spent the day there also.
All these men are Democrats but
from your report I did not get the
impression that they asked the
Governor for anything. They fed
Mr. Combs on relief food and
showed him what a hard time most
people are having. I suppose
this will lead to more hand-out- s,

probably In the form of trading
stamps for relief commodities.
No request for roads or other pro-
jects was reported to have been
made by them.

On the other hand the lone Re-

publican on the Fiscal Court,
Herman Fields, went to the Gov-
ernor and told him how desperate-
ly Linefork and other parts of the
county need roads. He waited
six hours to urge the Governor to
build some roads and bridges for
the rural people of the county.
We are grateful that at least one
official remembered us I

Bert Combs has built a four lane
road through Wolfe and Powell
Counties, where only 14, 000 peo-
ple live. Then he rebuilt the
two lane road they already had,
This made a total of six lanes for
14, 000 people. In the meantime,
poor old Letcher County with
31, 000 people got no lanes built,
and precious few repairs on the
roads we already had. Maybe
the Governor thought Letcher
County Is a part of Virginia.

When Judge Caudill ran last
year he advertised that he was
close to Combs and could get
things done for Letcher County.
We on Linefork and everywhere
in the rural parts of this county
think It is high time he at least
asked for something. The bible
says, "Ask and you shall receive. "

Herman Fields has asked for us a
road and he will deserve much
credit if we receive it.

Yours for more roads and less
politics,

Woodard Comett

Thanks for road work
To the Editor:

We the citizens of Whltco, Ky.,
do wish tothank Judge James M.
Caudill and the county road em-
ployees for the work that was
performed on our road which the
work was very badly needed. This
work that was performed enables
the citizens to get their cars to
their homes.

BILL HAMILTON
Whltco
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Mrs. Frazierdies
Funeral services lor Mrs. Mar-

garet Isom Frazler. 73, will be
Held at 10 a. m. Saturday at the
Premium Regular Baptist church.

Burial will De in the Isom cem-
etery at the mouth of Kingdom
Come.

Mrs. Frazier, the wife of Sol-
omon H. Frazier, died at her
home Wednesday morning after
an eight -- week illness.

She was born at Oscaloosa and
was a daughter of Eli and Patti
Isom.

Survivors include five children,
Cuma Shepherd Cornett and Wil-Ua- m

M. Shepherd, Detroit.

CLASSIFIED

HELP WANTED

Harlow Motor Company needs a
first class mechanics.

Harlow at Neon or Tony
Dann at Whitesburg.

NOTICES

Notice
Juanita B. Minor has been ap-

pointed the administratrix of the
estate of Robert L. Minor, de-

ceased. All persons owing money
to this estate or having claims

it should contact her before
January 11, 1963.
Signed JUANITA B. MINOR

Burdine, Kentucky
October 11, 1962

Notice
Herma Peabody, Box 93,

Pleasant Gardens, North Caroli-
na, has been appointed adminis-
tratrix of the estate of James
Garfield Sexton, deceased. Any
persons owing money to said es-

tate or having claims against it
should contact her before Nov.
20, 1962, through F. Byrd Hogg,
attorney, Main Street, Whites-
burg, Ky.
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Mich. ; Susan Frazier Parnis of
.'nkster, Mich. , and Douglas and
Jack Frazier, Dearborn, Mich.;
a brother, George Sexton, Na-
ples, FJa.j and three sisteis,
Sallie Mullins, Bristol, Tenh.;
Minnie of Premium, and
Judy Sturgill of Cody.

HELP

Two young ladies, 18 to 24,
part-tim- e telephone for
our office. No experience
needed; if qualified we will
train. Apply in person above
Tolliver Barber Shop, family
Publication Services.

Wc will not be responsible for
any debts except under our signa-
tures.

S. E. MONCRIEF Jr.
ELIZABETH MONCRIEF

Notice
Any banks, business firms, or

the school board are not to ac-

cept any checks' or write any
checks to the Adams and Kincer
Coal Co. unless the name of
Mrs. Sadie Harris, a partner in
the firm, is on the check. God
bless everyone and thank every-
body much.

MRS. SADIE HARRIS

Notice
Mrs. Ellen Profitt, Sergent,

Ky., has been appointed admin-
istratrix of the estate of Colum-
bus Profitt. deceased. Anyone
having any claim against the es-
tate or owing money to It should
contact her before Nov. 20.
1962.

Notice
Ferdinand Moore has been ap- -

pointed administrator of the es- -
tate of Cora Colley,
All persons having claims a- -'

gainst the estate should present
them, verified

to to him at
Kentucky, not later

than Nov. 18, 1962.

Woodmen of the World is the
World's Financially Strongest

Fraternal Benefit Society

a
Woodmen Of the World has $119.44 f
assets for each $100 of liabilities,

Woodmen Of the World offers more non-

contractual benefits than any other fraternal or
ganlxallon. For example! Up to $3,000 for
care and treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis.
Up to medical expense for treatment
of primary lung cancer, special ifj In lime tf
common disaster.

UT AfE JELL YOU MORE ABOUT WOODMEN

BILL BANKS, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE

Letcher, Kv. Phone 633-78- 73

-- rtaer,- "THE FRATERNITY

Woodmen theWorld

Mail this coupon to Mountain Eagle,
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