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Students ate lunch in the World Cafe and Bistro at The Learning Center at Linlee. The magnet school has 150 enrolled.

On this day, it’s Knocking On 
Heaven’s Door.

The 150-student magnet 
school opened for the 2009-
10 school year and educates 
7th- to 12th-graders who 
have not succeeded elsewhere 
because of truancy, disciplin-
ary problems or personal is-
sues. It approaches education 
differently from the average 
school.

Fayette County has a 
variety of magnet and alter-
native programs, from the 
School for the Performing 
Arts to the Spanish immer-
sion program to the Carter 
G. Woodson program at 
Crawford Middle School that 
offers curriculum that “meets 
the common core standards 
through the lens of African-
American history, culture and 
culturally responsive teaching 
and learning strategies.”

The Learning Center is 
different. Principal Ron Chi 
wears a pullover and ball 
cap, paces the halls in his 
running shoes, converses 
with students and pops into 
classes, making sure that 
everyone is on point with the 
school’s purpose: building 
leaders through academic 
exploration tailored for each 
student’s gifts, which may 
not have been nurtured in 
other schools.

But the school is so much 
more than cellphones and 
classic rock. Chi said the 
school takes students who 
have failed to thrive else-
where, identifies their gifts 
and then builds an education 
around them.

The school is academically 
rigorous and emphasizes 
personal responsibility, Chi 
said. Students are constantly 
measuring their personal 
employability index. They are 
taught to look forward to the 
future: How can I use this 
skill to further my education 
and work as part of a team?

Just before Thanksgiving, 
students grabbed shovels and 
moved rocks in a collabora-
tive effort with University of 
Kentucky landscape architec-
ture students to build a plaza 
that includes pavers laid 
out in a radiating pattern, a 
sculpture and rocks as big as 
footstools. 

The design chosen by the 
students was created by UK 
student Maureen Dreckman, 
who praised the students’ 
high-energy involvement in 
the project: “They were really, 
really full of ideas,” Dreckman 
said. “It was great.”

Chi intended to be a 
doctor but turned to teach-
ing after a stint as a resident 
adviser with Kentucky’s 
Governor’s Scholars program 
for high school students. He 
doesn’t want his students to 
just be current with technol-
ogy. He wants them to think 
ahead, using “the strategies 
that keep kids from focusing 
on the dramas in their life.”

“That’s what we’re trying 
to harness here at the center, 
inventing, constructing, 
problem-solving,” he said. “... 
We encapsulate whatever gift 
they bring into a program 
and value that.”

Chris Salyers, an English 
teacher and high school 
director at TLC, said that his 
students “generally struggle 
in a classroom setting. We 
empower them to problem-
solve, create their own 
program.”

The turnaround starts, 
Chi said, with the applica-
tion process. For many of the 
students, getting a letter that 
says they are accepted is a 
rare event, worthy of celebra-
tion.

It’s the beginning of hav-
ing students buy in to the 
program. From then on, they 
are expected to be leaders as 
well as students, to partici-
pate in projects rather than 
simply sit and absorb a pre-
set curriculum.

“We expect teachers to 
meet them where they are,” 
Chi said. Then teachers are 
expected to rapidly move 

students into an environ-
ment that prepares them with 
skills and a broad education  
to move them into careers, 
career training or college.

The students do more 
than prepare for standard-
ized tests. They are builders: 
Chi leads the way through 
a museum-like room where 
students have built a cave-like 
interior. In the corner sits a 
huge animal sculpture.

Practical living is also 
taught: team work, kindness 
to others, not interrupting 
and keeping the school clean.

“We value everything,” 

Chi said. “We value that kid 
who takes the time to pick 
up a piece of paper in the 
hallway.”

Chi praises Princess 
Gordon for her leadership 
and the 17-year-old glows. 
Princess came to TLC, 
housed in the renovated 
Linlee Elementary School, 
after having a difficult time 
in school because of personal 
problems. She has been there 
since 8th grade; she will 
graduate in 2013.

“I wasn’t getting the learn-
ing style I needed,” she said. 
“The work here made more 

sense to me.”
Now Princess wants to go 

to college and study social 
work. She is absorbed by her 
studies at TLC, including the 
design of the outdoor park.

Selecting a job in social 
work is the result of both 
her formerly chaotic living 
arrangements and the pay-
it-forward impact that The 
Learning Center has had on 
her, she said.

“I’ve lived it, and can tell 
them not just from a book, 
but from what I’ve been 
through.”

A group of students gath-
ers in the principal’s office 
with Princess to tell similar 
stories: Spencer Denison, a 
16-year-old 11th grader who 
had bad grades in his previ-
ous school but has straight 
A’s at TLC and wants to be 
a Marine; William Tibbs, 15, 
a 10th-grader who failed his 
seventh-grade year and is 
thriving in what he describes 
as “more hands-on learning 
... you get choices on what 
you want to do”; and Ceasar 
Lynch, a 16-year-old, who 
said he was very shy at his 
previous school (“I wasn’t a 
straight-A student, like I am 
now”) and has blossomed at 
TLC.

PTA president Sarah 
Weiler said the school “is 
amazing because you can 
throw in all these kids who 
for some reason wouldn’t 
fit in a traditional school ... 
and they all have empathy 
because of their struggles.”

Her son Logan, 13 and 
in the 8th grade, “is a really 
smart kid but always strug-
gled in the classroom. He 
has dysgraphia, which makes 
it hard for him to write by 
hand.

At TLC, she said, “They 
meet Logan where he is. If 
he’s having a tough time un-
derstanding a concept, they’ll 
email it to him at home  ... to 
make it easier for him.”

She said the teachers know 
Logan is interested in technol-
ogy, and they go out of their 
way to give him technology-
related assignments.

“I always joke I’m getting 
more than my tax dollars” at 
the school, Weiler said.

Former Fayette County 
school superintendent Stu 
Silberman, now head of the 
Prichard Committee for Aca-

demic Excellence, said that 
he remembered talking with 
several parents “about how 
this school turned their kids’ 
lives around.”

“Their graduation cer-
emony was always one of 
the highlights of my year,” 
Silberman wrote in an email. 
“The rewards are so much 
greater when the journey was 
so much more challenging.”

Cheryl Truman: (859)231-3202. 
Twitter: @CherylTruman.
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Princess Gordon, 17, left, and UK student Kellen Macklin mixed 
concrete as they worked on building an outdoor park.
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The Learning Center at Linlee 
is at 2420 Spurr Road in 
Lexington. 

Student Miriam Leasor prepared smoothies in the kitchen of the 
World Cafe and Bistro.

BOURBON 
COUNTY

The Paris/Bourbon 
County Tourism Commis-
sion is sponsoring a holi-
day decorating contest for 
homes in Paris, with the 
public assisting in judging. 

You may pick up a map 
of participating homes 
at the welcome center, 
720 High Street, during 
an open house from 2 to 
7 p.m. Saturday. Light 
refreshments will be 
served. Participants are 
then invited to drive by 
each entry and nominate 
their favorite house for the 
People’s Choice Award. 
The deadline for returning 
votes is Dec. 18. 

For information, email 
lstubblefield@parisky.com, 
call (859) 987-8744 or visit 
Parisbourbonky.com.

Alzheimer’s program
Legal and Financial 

Planning for Alzheimer’s 
Disease, a program that 
allows caregivers to ask 
questions of legal and 
financial experts, will be 
1-2:30 p.m. Dec. 11 at the 
Paris-Bourbon County 
Library, 701 High Street, 
Paris. The program is free 
to the public. Registration 
is required. To register, call 
1-800-272-3900 or email 
infoky-in@alz.org.

Time to vote 
in holiday 

home contest
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Kentucky students thank you. 

VACATION
YOU NEED A GOOD, LONG

Weekly

Event
s

Whitney Acke & Brandon Holder @ 6:30
Karaoke Contest @ 9:00 with Prizes

Monday - NFL & Free Poker Tournaments
Tuesday - Open Mic Night with Host Jon Curtis 7:30
Wednesday - Live Music at 6:30. Karaoke at 9:00

Thursday - Live Music at 7:00 & 8:30
Fri/Sat - Live Bands, Dance Floor is Open!

Sunday - Dinner &Music at 5:00

CATS
ON 18 TVs!

Movies

TIMES AND SHOWS VARY.
PLEASE CALL THEATRES FOR COMPLETE

LISTINGS AND TIMES.

FINDING NEMO (2D) (G)

FINDING NEMO (3D) (G)

HOUSE AT THE END OF THE STREET (PG-13)

LOOPER (R)

THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN (PG)

PARANORMAN (PG)
Movie Tavern

859-266-4645
LIFE OF PI (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

3D LIFE OF PI (PG)

3D RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

3D WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

FLIGHT (R)

KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)

LINCOLN (PG-13 )

RED DAWN (2012) (PG-13)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN,
PART 2 (PG-13)

A CHRISTMAS STORY (1983)
(TUES & THURS)

859-264-7469
KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)

THE COLLECTION (R)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

RED DAWN (PG-13)

TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN,
PART 2 (PG-13)

LINCOLN (PG-13)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

FLIGHT (R)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

RED DAWN (PG-13)

TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2 (PG-13)

FLIGHT (R)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

WRECK-IT RALPH 3D (PG)

ARGO (R)

TAKEN 2 (PG-13)

THE COLLECTION (R)

KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

RED DAWN (PG13)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)

LINCOLN (PG13)

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING
DAWN - PART 2 (PG13)

SKYFALL (PG13)

FLIGHT (R)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

KILLING THEM SOFTLY ( R )

THE COLLECTION ( R )

LIFE OF PI IN REALD 3-D (PG)

LIFE OF PI IN STANDARD 2-D (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS IN
REALD 3-D (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS IN
STANDARD 2-D (PG)

RED DAWN (PG-13)

TWILIGHT: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2 (PG-13)

HOLIDAY CLASSIC FILM SERIES

A CHRISTMAS STORY (PG) (WEDNESDAY)

LINCOLN (PG-12)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

WRECK-IT-RALPH IN REALD
3-D (PG)

WRECK-IT-RALPH IN STANDARD
2-D (PG)

FLIGHT ( R )

PITCH PERFECT (PG-13)

ARGO ( R )

ALL SHOW TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

ANNA KARENINA (R)

A LATE QUARTET (R)

KENTUCKY HEARTWOOD

ENVIRONMENTAL PRESENTATION
(TUESDAY)

SPARROWS (1926) THURSDAY

THE MAN WITH THE IRON FISTS (R)

SEVEN PSYCHOPATHS (R)

BRAVE (PG)

THURS DEC 6 7:30 P.M.
SPARROWS (1926)

STARRING
MARY PICKFORD
WITH BEN MODEL
AT THE ORGAN

PRESENTED BY

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
BOOK SIGNING IN LOBBY.

FREE PARKING weeknights and all day Sat/Sun
City Hall Annex Garage, next to Police Dept.


